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Dear Incoming Student: 

This summer, you will begin your journey through dental education. This path will pull you in many directions.  It will 
be full of exciting challenges to build on throughout your tenure at the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine 
(GSDM).  Student Affairs will be here to serve as a guide through this labyrinth starting with orientation and 
continuing through commencement. 

Completing this journey may seem like a daunting task, but it can be achieved through perseverance, sacrifice, hard 
work, and dedication.  You will also need to rely on a strong support system of family, friends, faculty, staff, and 
alumni.  Student Affairs is an integral part of this network with a strong foundation of support, services, and 
opportunities designed specifically for our students. 

The mission of Student Affairs is to create a positive learning environment by advocating for all pre-doctoral and post-
doctoral students and to serve as a “first-line” point of contact.  Our support begins by promoting physical and 
emotional wellness and focuses on working proactively to address student issues.  We are available to coordinate 
academic advising, personal counseling, and assist you with career resources during your journey through dental 
school and beyond.  We hope that you engage in school-wide curricular and extra-curricular activities to enhance your 
experience at GSDM. 

We encourage you to explore your learning environment and engage with your classmates, your professors, and the 
GSDM staff.  These key people will immeasurably enrich your overall experience of dental school.  We know that you 
will not only grow and develop your skills as an oral healthcare professional, but also as an individual. 

I, along with everyone in Student Affairs, look forward to welcoming you this summer at Orientation.  We look forward 
to getting to know each and every one of you and to helping you make the most out of your dental education at GSDM.  
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

Kindest Regards, 

 
Joseph Calabrese, DMD, FACD 
Assistant Dean of Students 

 


