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Image courtesy of Dr. Philip Trackman. Histologic evaluation of the effects of rhBMP-2 
application in diabetic animals. Samples from standardized bone defects from mouse 
calvaria were harvested after two weeks of healing. Slides from decalcified specimens 
were stained with hematoxylin and eosin or Masson trichrome. 
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Periodontal Disease: Evidence for Its Role in the Diabetes Epidemic  
Diabetes mellitus and periodontal disease are two common chronic, lifestyle-related 
diseases that have long been considered to be biologically linked. Diabetes is an 
important chronic disease globally and is considered an epidemic by the World 
Health Organization (WHO). This presentation will review evidence regarding the 
role of periodontal infection in adversely affecting glycemic control, the relationship 
of periodontal infection to the risk for developing diabetes complications and possibly 
diabetes itself, and finally, the relationship between periodontal therapy and costs of 
medical care for people with diabetes. 
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