


Our history
Nestled in the hot, arid mountains of Guatemala’s western highlands lies the remote municipality of Comitancillo. Its population of
some 80,000 is among the poorest and historically most oppressed in the country. Comitancillo’s people had survived harsh climate,
w privation and 37 years of civil war, and it was to this place that in the Spring of 1995, Dr. Dennis Bedard and his daughter Nicole
% e travelled. With nothing more than a case of anesthetic and handful of forceps, they brought dental care to those who had, in many
cases, never seen a dentist before. That first trip, in partnership with a nursing group from Edmonton, led to the formation of The
Society for Third World Dental Care.

Dentistry For All

Fast forward 17 years, 35 missions, 15,000 patients and 40,000 procedures to today’s Dentistry For All (DFA). As the inheritor of Dr.
Bedard’s legacy, we have travelled to The Philippines, Nicaragua, and Guatemala, and sent over 300 volunteers to bring dental care
to some of the poorest, most remote communities in these countries. In partnership with regional development organizations, local
NGOs, dental organizations, university programs and countless dental equipment and supply companies, we continue to deliver the
highest quality of care to people who have often never so much as seen a dentist.




How we operate

We are a non-profit, 100% volunteer-run and supported organization dedicated to providing dental education, preventative, surgical
and restorative care to developing communities around the world. Our volunteers cover the cost of their own travel, while fundraising
assists in purchase of necessary equipment, supplies, sponsorships and other expenses related to our missions.

A snapshot of our work

In every town we visit, every location we return to, we are greeted with waiting lists and overnight line-ups — all people waiting for the
dental care DFA provides; dental care they would otherwise never receive. It's a humbling experience to know that for these people,
this is the one and only chance a year they’ll be able to have a sore tooth fixed or removed, or have their child’s teeth checked and
cleaned. Though we treated over 1100 people over our most recently completed 5-week mission in Guatemala, we left thousands
behind untreated. A difficult thing to accept each year, and the reason we keep returning.

Dentistry For All in 2011

March 11th 2011 marked the end of 2011’s 5 week Guatemala mission and our most productive annual cycle since the Bedard’s
first travelled to Guatemala. In total, our members completed four volunteer dental journeys in a 12 month period — a herculean
accomplishment.

The mission roster included 3 tours of Guatemala, and a fourth tour in Nicaragua - a total of 14 weeks of volunteer dental service in
Central America. Over that time period, almost 100 volunteers worked long and difficult days to perform 9629 procedures on 3145
patients, almost half of them children.

You can help

Our school prevention and education program in Comitancillo alone serves over 3000 children , and our Comitancillo Community
Clinic is able to treat up to 200 patients per month. When our entire team is present, we will see twice that in just one week.

As such, we are continually looking to recruit new volunteers to work with DFA — dentists & specialists, assistants, hygienists, and
non dental volunteers to help with equipment maintenance, clinic operations, and sterilization.

And of course, we are always in need of funds to finance our programs and missions. Your contribution is eligible for a tax receipt, and
we host various fundraising events throughout the year to assist in continuing our projects throughout the developing world.

“On behalf of the many people we serve, | invite you to join my wife Danni and |, our team of dedicated dentists, technicians and
volunteers in helping make dentistry for some... to dentistry for all.”

Brad & Danni Krusky, Dentistry For All
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“DFA does so much more than dentistry. They support communities in a sustainable way, year
after year. DFA was one of the highlights of my Peace Corps service. For many community
members, it continues to be a vital service, and has improved their lives immeasurably.”

Daniel Rabkin, former U.S. Peace Corp. Volunteer, San Francisco, CA

www.dentistryforall.org
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“It was a unique, exhilarating experience and one filled with pride and appreciation for the
devotion and hard work of all involved. It is a valuable lesson in understanding how fortunate
we are to be living in comfortable surroundings and having access to some of the best living

conditions in the world.”
Don Krusky, Volunteer, Calgary, AB.

www.dentistryforall.org
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“It's obvious that we humans pretty much want the same basic things from life. Care
and provisions for our families, safety and security and good health. The difference is the
extraordinary lengths that the Guatemalan people that this mission serve go to to aquire what

for us is ordinary. So in a word? Perspective.”

Jo-Anne Dicken, Volunteer, Calgary, AB.

www.dentistryforall.org
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“My first experience with DFA came at a difficult time in my life...and the experience helped me grow as

a person. In Comitancillo | worked with some of the most caring, genuine, and hard-working people | had
ever met — we worked hard as a team to treat as many as we could — | was inspired and warmed to see
such a passion to help others. The smiles on our patients faces made all the hard work pale in comparison.

| have been back twice since and don'’t ever want to stop going...I'm involved with DFA forever.”

Breanna Rybak, Volunteer, Calgary, AB.

www.dentistryforall.org
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“The need of the people we treated in Guatemala was vast, overwhelming at times, but
seeing the smiles on the childrens faces, or the gratitude expressed by a tender hand of a
grandmother made every moment rich with purpose. We may not be able to do it all, but we

work hard each and every year making a huge difference in both their lives and ours.”

Michelle Sinclair, Volunteer, Calgary, AB.

www.dentistryforall.org
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“I' have been fortunate to volunteer with many organizations, but the passion and commitment
that a DFA volunteer brings is one that is unparalleled. When you leave Comi you realize that
the work we have accomplished is but a fraction of what we are capable of contributing.”

Katy Bednar, Volunteer, Boston, MA.

www.dentistryforall.org
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Mission Statement
Changing lives through dental education, prevention, and corrective treatment.
We donate our time and services, freely give our experience and knowledge
to others who are not able to access care

Photography by Charles Hope
www.hopephotography.com



