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SING A SONG

“Birds do not sing because they have answers – they sing because they have a song.” I do not know the name of the author of this particular little phrase.  I suspect that as nameless as each bird is to the average listener, so, too, the author of this phrase prefers to remain anonymous, thus somehow protecting the innocence of the utter dependency of these delicate and charming little creatures.

Malcom Muggeridge experienced a privileged pilgrimage when he accompanied Mother Teresa as she ministered to the large numbers of suffering young and old in Calcutta.  After an extended period of time, Muggeridge asked Mother Teresa: “How can you and your dear Sisters of Charity continue to work day after day assisting so few ill people while thousands die around them and you?”  Mother Teresa responded:  “It is true we only help a few toward renewed health and thousands do die around them and us – yet even those who die at least die in the sight of a loving face.”

Singing because there is a song,

Loving because there is love.

Herein, I suggest, exist two realities of living – among many others – that we are called to celebrate as we welcome each day as we journey the path of life with one another.  We journey at a marvelous time in history, my dear friends, and it is a most special time to be carrying the baton in the generational relay-run of humankind.

Technological advancement – yes!  Scientific exploration – indeed yes!  Technological advancement and scientific exploration – yes! – but not for dominating power and 
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suffocating control; rather, technological advancement and scientific exploration for expanding viable interpersonal relationships and for edifying freedom.  Technology and science for “The Art Of Loving”, as Eric Fromm entitled his text a number of decades ago.

It is not might makes right.  That theory has never worked in personal or familial living – it has never worked in small or large group dynamics – and it has never worked in national or in international exchange.  It never will work in any venue.

When pondering world slogans, ponder this:  “Why do we kill people who kill people to teach people not to kill people?”  In our society, the death penalty is claimed to be a deterrent to further murdering, or, at best, it is just punishment for heinous crimes.  Yet, the shameful inequity of who even faces charges warranting the possibility of the death penalty evokes rage and helplessness.  Such inequities may even increase crime. 

We witness the showing of force through the deployment of sophisticated weaponry by super powers.  We know that fanatic and frenetic suicidal missions incite determined retribution rather than reflective repentance.  Unbridled, narrow national pride, which results in spire attacks and international terror teams, inspires multiplied retaliation of greater horror.

Luxury par excellence is expected to co-exist with poverty and disenfranchisement of unthinkable worldwide proportions.

Cosmetic indulgence is to be normalized while basic health needs of millions are knowingly – and acceptingly by some – merely included in statistics.

Social critic Barbara Ehrenreich recently existentially experienced daily work and life of low wage workers.  Amongst her conclusions, she says: “The working poor, as they are approvingly termed, are in fact the major philanthropists of our society.  They neglect their own children so that the children of others will be cared for; they live in substandard housing so that other homes will be shiny and perfect; they endure privation so that inflation will be low and stock prices high.” Her book is entitled “Nickel and Dimed”.

Are we a world people of basic willful neglect? Will historians write that we were victims of miscalculated perceptions, or will poets bemoan our knowledgeable disdain for the less able – our sisters and brothers who cannot carry their own burdens?

What was the reaction in the heart and mind of each American when recently we were not voted on to the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations – the first time since the inception of the United Nations that we will not be seated on this committee?  How well do we understand the cause of such a vote?

We recognize and we are rightfully thankful that our 20th Century American society stands among the most charitable – if not the most charitable – generations in history.  We know many other national societies share handsomely with the less fortunate.  We herald the process of helping other nations rebuild.  Each of us knows individuals and 
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families who expend large amounts of time and talent and who grant enormous amounts of hard, well earned – financial resources to better our educational institutions and our medical and humanitarian programs, and who reach out often and selflessly to those in need.  However, is there a worldwide balance for which we can truly celebrate?

We gather prayerfully this morning to praise God – each in her and his personal way – for all that we experience as good, healthy and wholesome.  We gather prayerfully to ask for guidance and inspiration to boldly address the areas of our world society that fall short, that must be improved, and that await our continued attention.

Dr. Charles A. LeMaistre, former president of the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, gathered Houston religious leaders for an annual luncheon to share progress in cancer research.  One year his keynote speaker told us, “We scientists often think we are discovering new truths.  In reality,” he said, “We are learning creation.”

Dr. James Warton, one-time professor at Perkins School of Theology, once told an audience, “In the years past when we saw a person with some infirmity or some self-imposed misfortune, we were accustomed to say – ‘There, but for the grace of God, go I’; but until we say, ‘There go I’, we will not help to improve the lives of others.”

A wise prayerful pilgrim and New Testament theologian, the late Bishop Gerasimos, wrote:  “Life is not a problem for us to solve, it is a mystery into which we must enter if we are o understand it.”

Orthodox theology teaches that synergy is defined as two equally necessary but unequal forces:  God’s energy and our energy.  Our entrance into the mystery of life is guided by God’s energy.  Our willful actions toward the solutions of the challenges facing us are encompassed by God’s powerful energy.  We are called to press forward toward eradicating all inequities in local, national and worldwide interpersonal living.

There is more to be done.  There is more to be understood.  The doers of the past, the doers of today, those who edify society – many of whom are in prayer with us this morning – welcome you.  They welcome you to deepen your involvement in the wonderful mystery of life.

Ancient Greek philosophers said:

“Ouk en to pollo to ef.”

“The best – the beautiful – is not found in the plenty.”

We are all called to do only as much as we can – to do our best.  You, too, are called only to do as much as you can – only to do your best.

We all remember with delight the following verse:

“I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence;
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Two roads diverged in a woo, and I –

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.”

Robert Frost brilliantly invites us all to take “The Road Less Traveled.”  Could this not imply that we are to challenge the norms of our society that warrant change and 

improvement?  With his engaging poetic genius, he invites us to be daring in a respectful and responsible manner as we do our share to advance the quality of life for all people.   He beckons to you as you welcome another phase of societal participation to develop your thoughts, to express your pain, and to share your love in walking roads less traveled.

Dear graduates of 2001:

Society does not expect you to fix every situation, but society thanks you for striving to learn creation and for being the people with loving faces.

The world does not expect you to know all the answers, but the world needs you to say, “There go I.”

The world needs you to love others as you would have others love you.

The world needs you sing your song.
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