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FADE | N:

I NT. FAM LY ROOM -- EVEN NG

A small famly room i

n a cranped town house. LARA 25, a

young woman of East |ndian descent, is seated on the couch

tal king on the phone.

She is dressed in a runpled nen's button-up and baggy khak
pants. There are several pots and pans on the stove in the

attached kitchen area.
a cheeseburger and an

In front of her on a TV tray is half
open beer bottle.

LARA (On Phone)

They' re cl osing down the burger place.

That' s ni ce.
out great.

RIA (O S.)
|"'msure it will work

LARA

No. It won't.

RIA(OS)

(Calling out to her
husband)
Sanjay, don't you dare eat those

cooki es.

| amin the

LARA
m ddle of a crisis and

you aren't even paying attention.

VWhat crisis?

| said they

RIA(OS)

LARA
are closing down the

bur ger pl ace!

(To Sanj

RA(OS.)
ay)

Sanjay if you don't put those cookies

down. ..

RIA (O S.) (CONT' D)

(now back to Lara)
What's the big deal ? Just go
sonepl ace el se.

LARA

Go sonepl ace else?! But this is the
place. That's why it's called the
burger place. You should know. You
used to eat there, renenber?



RIA (O.S.)
Not anynore. Listen, | really need
to go and guard those cookies from
him W are supposed to go out to
di nner and you know Sanjay has no
control when it cones to sweets.
"Il talk to you later

LARA (On Phone)
What ever .

LEELA, 56, enters the kitchen through the famly room and
attends to one of the boiling pots. Lara slans the phone
back into the cradle which sits on an end table next to the
couch. On the table is a wedding albumw th the words R a
weds Sanjay enbossed on the cover.

LEELA
Was that Ra? | wanted to talk to
her and find out what time she is
com ng down on Sat urday.

LARA
She can't talk right now She's
busy. Sanjay got into the cookies.
What' s Sat ur day?

LEELA
Saturday is Maya's daughter's
engagenent party. | told you six

ti mes al ready.

LARA
Do we have to go? That Maya lady is
al ways braggi ng about her woul d- be-
son-in-law, Raj, the classically
trained Indian dancer. 1"l tell
you one thing she won't be bragging
about anytine soon and that's her
gr and- ki ds.

GRANDPA, 85, a very frail old man but with a dignified
presence wal ks through the famly roominto the kitchen. He
is wearing a snow cap that covers his ears and mttens. He
opens the fridge and pulls out a jar of olives.

LEELA
What do you nean?

LARA
Not that he can't produce children,
but I was trying, and clearly fail ed,
to cleverly euphem ze the fact that
| believe himto be a honpsexual .



LEELA
Lara, don't be so vul gar!

LARA
| don't even know what that neans.

LEELA
It means you get all these crazy
i deas from wat ching too much of that
MIV. Al | knowis that Maya's
daughter seens very happy. Not al
girls are as picky as you.

LARA
Clearly I have set ny standards too
high in requesting that nmy future
husband be at least mnimally
attracted to wonen.

LEELA
What about Sanjay? He's not gay as
you would say. Wuld you marry hinf

LARA
First off, he is married to ny sister
so that would be enornously creepy.
But nore inportantly, | would never
marry anyone even renotely |ike Sanjay
because he's a self-righteous assh---

LEELA
Enough. | don't have tine for this
right now Go upstairs and change
your shirt and put on sone earrings.
Make yourself at |east sem -
presentable. W have conpany com ng.

Lara swigs the | ast of her beer, and observes her G andpa
struggling with the olive jar.

LARA
What conpany?

LEELA
That uncle and aunty | was telling
you about. Do you ever listen to
me? Your dad has gone to pick them
up fromthe airport. They are
visiting their son in New York and
made a trip over here to see
Di sneyl and and are going to stay
wth us the next few days. They're
your grandfather's nother's sister's
nei ghbor's nephew and his w fe.



LARA
Such close relations. |It's shocking
that we've never net before.

LEELA
And their son is about your age. It

won't hurt you to make a good

i npression on them You know R a
was around your age when she started
| ooki ng.

LARA
Good for Ra. And while ny woul d-be-
in-laws are with us. Were am!|
supposed to sl eep?

LEELA
You can sleep in Gandpa's room

LARA
No, it's md-July and G andpa stil
turns the heater on. Plus, |ast
time he stepped on ne on his sixth
trip to the bathroom [I'll just
sl eep down here.

LEELA
Suit yourself.

Lara gets up fromthe couch and heads for the kitchen.
| NT. KI TCHEN

Lara pops open the olive jar for her grandfather. He smles
at her.

GRANDPA
(si ngsong)
Thank you.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

NEIL, 64, is seated in a large, ugly recliner watching a
basketbal |l game on television, disinterestedly paying
attention to the conversation. Gandpa is seated on a | ove-
seat next to UNCLE. He has a bow of olives in his lap and
pops theminto his nouth with his gloved hand. Leela is
seated on an adjacent sofa next to AUNTY. They are both

| ooki ng at the wedding al bum Lara descends the stairs which
are visible fromthe living room

AUNTY
Your daughter really | ooks so
beautiful in these photos. Sanjay
is a very |lucky boy.

Lara enters and pulls up a chair.



LEELA
And this is our second daughter,
Lar a.

AUNTY/ UNCLE
Hel | o.

Leela finally really | ooks at Lara. She realizes that instead
of changing her shirt, Lara has sinply put on a pair of pear
earrings and a pearl necklace, which ook ridiculous with

the men's shirt she is still wearing. She flashes a | ook of
annoyance at her daughter. Lara, responds, wth a know ng
smle.

LARA
(To Aunty and Uncl e)
It's nice to neet you

Neil gets up fromhis recliner.

NEI L
(To Aunty and Uncl e)
Can | offer you guys anything to
dri nk? Sone red w ne?

UNCLE
No thank you. W don't drink.

Nei |l goes through the attached dining roominto the kitchen
and returns with two gl asses of wi ne and hands one to Leel a.

NEI L
We do.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- EVEN NG

Al'l are seated around the table, enjoying various Indian
entrees. Lara does not eat, but sits with the others drinking
a beer. Neil and Leela nurse their w ne gl asses.

UNCLE
Jai has recently been traveling to
Japan a | ot for business, and he is
constantly calling and conpl ai ni ng
to us that he cannot find any pure
vegetarian restaurants. Are you a
strict vegetarian as well, Lara?

Lara shakes her head no.

LARA
But | make sure that the cows | eat,
are.

Leel a | aughs unconfortably and shoots a withering | ook at
Lar a.



Neil smrks at Lara. She returns the smle.

LARA ( CONT' D)
Ria used to | ove cheeseburgers, but
now she's married to M. | won't eat
an egg even if it's in ny own goddam
weddi ng cake!

LEELA
(To Aunty and Uncl e)
Sanjay is very strict about his diet.
He does not drink either.

Leela, Neil, and Lara each take a sip fromtheir drinks.
I NT. LIVING ROOM -- N GHT

Al'l have resuned their seats fromthe earlier |living room
scene. Coffee cups line the coffee table.

UNCLE
Jai just finished up his Ph.D. in
nucl ear physics. The recruiters
were after himbefore he even
submtted his thesis. Wat do you
do Lara?

LARA
Mostly, | nap.

Leel a shoots another w thering glance at her daughter.

LEELA
Lara just finished up college. She
is applying for her Masters and is
| ooki ng for work.

Lara shrugs and smles at Uncle and Aunty.

LARA
| do that in between ny naps.

UNCLE
You know Jai ran the narathon | ast
year. He is very health conscious.
He goes to the gymdaily, sonetines
twce. He even convinced ne to run

it wth himnext year. Neil, you,
shoul d consider training for the
mar at hon.
Neil is half asleep in his recliner and is perturbed by this
statement .
NEI L

VWhy ?!



Uncle is thrown off by this.

UNCLE
| don't know.

A beat .

AUNTY
(Yawni ng and ri si ng)
It's getting late. W should get
sone sleep. W have an early start
tomorrow. Good ni ght.

UNCLE
Thanks again, Lara, for letting us
have your room | hope it's not too
much of an inposition.

LARA
It's no problem | amused to having

strange nen in ny bed.
Nobody | aughs, but Neil chuckles to hinself silently.

UNCLE/ AUNTY
Good ni ght.

They wal k upstairs and di sappear from sight.

Leel a gl ares at her daughter and begi ns picking up coffee
mugs. G andpa struggles and rises. Neil remains in his
chair.

GRANDPA
I"mgoing to call it a night as well.

He makes his slow ascent up the staircase.

LARA
Good ni ght G andpa.

Leela, a nug in hand, stands in place staring at her daughter.
Lara | ounges back on the couch.

LEELA
Neil, | cannot believe this girl.
Who raised her to talk to people
like that? | know she didn't get
this from ne.

NEI L
Soit's ny fault?

LARA
No need to fault anyone. You should
congratul ate yourselves on a job
wel | done.



LEELA
The way you behaved tonight. You've
rui ned any chance at neeting that
boy. You have ruined a perfect
opportunity to neet a handsone,
intelligent young man.

LARA

You' ve never even seen hin
LEELA

VWl |, he sounded handsone.

Lara |l ets out an exasperated sigh.

LEELA ( CONT' D)
Wiy do you act like this? Ria never
acted like this. And | ook how happy
she is now.

LARA
Screw Ria. She just conpletely
deserted us for the first noron that
canme al ong wearing cheap col ogne.

LEELA
Sanjay is not a noron. He is a great
cat ch!

LARA

Wy because he's a neurosurgeon? As
i f anyone couldn't do that if they
want ed to.

LEELA
You couldn't. Honestly, ny
chol esterol is high and ny bl ood
pressure is rising. One of these
days I'mnot going to be here.

LARA
If | had a nickel for every tine you
prom sed not to live to see
tonmorrow. . You know, Mom you really
shoul dn't make prom ses you can't
keep!

Leela points a finger at Lara and is about to launch into a
tirade. Neil sees this and interjects.

NEI L
Lara. ..

LARA
" m sorry.



NEI L
Leela | eave this nmess for tonorrow.
Everybody's tired. Let's all get
sone rest.

Leela turns away and puts the mug down. She wal ks upstairs,
muttering to herself.

LEELA
| just don't know what to do with
this girl.
Neil | ooks at Lara and wal ks over to her.
NEI L

You shoul dn't annoy your nother |ike
that. She neans wel | .

A beat .

NEI L ( CONT' D)
| know you mss Ra. W all do.
And | know you don't care nuch for
Sanjay. But he's part of the famly
now and we have to give hima chance.
If you want to keep Ria in your |ife,
you have to learn to live with the

guy.

Lara smles at her dad. Neil lifts up his daughter's chin
with his finger and ki sses her forehead.

LARA
Good ni ght, Dad.

Nei|l exits upstairs. Lara |eans back agai nst the couch.
She picks up her beer off the coffee table and takes a sw g.

She sees the wedding al bum |ying next to her and slans the
bottom of the bottle on Sanjay's picture.

She pauses a nonent. Rolls her eyes, then picks ups the
bottle and wi pes the albumw th her sl eeve.

I NT. M N -VAN -- EVEN NG

Leela is in the driver's seat and Neil is seated next to her
in the passenger seat. |In the mddle row, SANJAY, 30, a
bal ding, dimnutive man is seated next to RIA 28, a very
attractive girl. Aunty is seated next to Ra. 1In the back

seat, Lara is seated unconfortably between G andpa and Uncl e.
They are all dressed in traditional Indian attire. G andpa
is struggling to put on his seat-belt. Lara reaches over
and fastens it for him



10.

GRANDPA
(si ngsong)
Thank you.
RI A

That was really a nice party. Not
as nice as our engagement party, but
ni ce.

AUNTY
Maya's daughter |ooked really |ovely.

SANJAY
But not as lovely as ny wife.

Sanjay kisses Ria's cheek. R a |looks up at him Lara
observes the two of them

AUNTY
Raj | ooked pretty good too.

GRANDPA
| can't quite put ny finger on it
but there is sonmething not quite
ri ght about that boy.

SANJAY
Per haps that's because you're not
really his type, G andpa.

Everyone in the car | aughs except Aunty and Uncle. Lara
approves.

Leela is on a surface street and is having trouble finding
the freeway. Lara observes this and gets annoyed with her.

LARA
You' re not supposed to be in this
| ane. Signal over and nove right.

Leel a signals over and noves right but accidentally cuts in
front of another car and is honked at.

LARA ( CONT' D)
Mom please try and get us hone in
one piece. There was no booze at
this party and | have a beer waiting
for me that would be really unhappy
if I don't make it honme to drink it.

UNCLE
You know Jai is an excellent driver.
He drove us all around New York City.
He al ways nmaintains speed [imt, and
is very courteous, always waving
people in. He has never even received
a parking ticket.



LARA

| bet that when Jai defecates..
Rl A/ LEELA

Laral!!
UNCLE

(unphased)

So, Sanjay, do you work out?
SANJAY

Actual ly, 1..
UNCLE

11.

Jai works out daily, sonetines tw ce.

He even ran the marathon | ast year.

NEI L
You nenti oned.

UNCLE

VWhile Jai was at Col unbi a, he becane

a very avid runner.

SANJAY

| used to know a Jai Rao at Col unbi a

UNCLE
Oh, that's our Jai! That's odd.

Jai usual ly nmentioned his top ranking
cl assmat es, but your nane never cane

up.
SANJAY

W had different majors. W becane
friends through Sanskrit | essons we

used to take in our spare tine.

LARA

Shocki ng...Wiat'd you two do when

you really wanted to be crazy? Cook

up sone tofu and binge on Shirley

t enpl es?

UNCLE
| don't think Jai cares nuch for
t of u.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM -- NI GHT

Lara is seated on the sofa drinking a beer.

Ri a and Sanj ay

are seated on the | ove-seat |ooking at the weddi ng al bum
Sanjay's armis around Ria. Lara observes the two of them



12.

Rl A
What is this face you are nmaking
here? | really need to give you a
posi ng wor kshop. See how nice |

| ook here.
Sanjay attenpts an awkward attenpt at an inproved smle.

LARA
If there is one thing you have to
admre about Ria, it's her incredible
humlity.

Rl A
Falling well in pictures is a skill.
Don't get mad at ne just because you
coul d never master it.

Ria yawns, rises, and | ooks at Sanjay.

RI A (CONT' D)
|"mgoing up to bed. You com ng?

SANJAY
"1l be up in a mnute.

RI A
Just be careful when you conme up
Grandpa is known to step on people
whil e they're sl eeping.

Ria exits upstairs.

Sanjay and Lara are left alone in the room There is an
awkward silence for a few seconds. Sanjay continues to | ook
at the al bum

SANJAY
Don't ever tell Ral said this.
But | really have never seen a nore
beauti ful bride before.

LARA
| don't know. | think Raj could
give her a run for her noney.

Sanj ay | aughs. He opens his nouth to speak, but then decides
against it, but then begins again.

SANJAY
| know that you don't really think
that nuch of nme, but | really want
you to know how nmuch | love R a



A beat .

LARA
The fact that you wllingly entered
into this famly means you're either
sonme kind of sadomasochist or really
love Rla. And while the fact that
you don't drink sounds really painfu

to me, | guess in your case it's the
latter.

SANJAY
Thanks.

SANJAY ( CONT' D)
| know everyone's trying to push
this Jai character on you, but you
shoul d know that his dad has no cl ue
what he's tal king about. The Jai
knew in col |l ege just used to hang
out and snoke weed all day. It's a
wonder the guy was able to graduate.
He only showed up to the Sanskrit
cl asses because he was after sone
girl in there.

LARA
And t he narat hon?

SANJAY
(Laughs and shakes
hi s head no)
| think once he alnbst nade it through
a marathon of MASH, but |I'mpretty
sure he fell asleep during the |ast
epi sode.

Lara i s anused.

Lara stares at himin silence.
weddi ng al bum down on the coffee table in front of Lara.

SANJAY ( CONT' D)
But don't get discouraged.

LARA
" mnot. ..

SANJAY
|"msure there is a guy out there
that'll be as good for you as | am
for R a.

SANJAY ( CONT' D)
|"mgoing to head up to bed. See
you in the norning.

13.

Sanjay rises and puts the



14.

Lara watches himgo upstairs. She takes a swi g of her beer
and stares down at the wedding album She rolls her eyes in
exasperati on.

LARA
No, | definitely still hate that
guy.
Ri a descends the stairs and goes through the famly room
into the kitchen. W hear her filling a glass of water.
RIA (O S.)

So what were you two tal ki ng about ?

LARA
Not hi ng worth repeating.

Ria, water glass in hand, comes through the dining room
She sits next to Lara on the couch.

Rl A
At least it's good to see you two
tal king. Because | really want the
three of us to spend nore tine
t oget her.

Lara smles half-heartedly at her sister. R a grabs the
beer out of Lara's hand and takes a swg. Lara is taken
aback by this.

LARA
Aren't you afraid of what Sanjay
woul d have to say about this?

RI A
Gowng up inthis famly, there are
sonme things that are just a part of
me. |If Sanjay can't understand
that. ..

Ria shrugs and smles at Lara. Lara enthusiastically exits
and returns with another bottle of beer. Hands it to Ria
The two sit on the couch drinking and | ooking at the al bum

FADE QOUT:
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