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FADE | N:
EXT. STREET -- DAY

A rusty old car pulls up next to a small nei ghborhood grocery
store. H p Hop nmusic blares fromthe open car w ndows.
Driving the car is JENNI, 23, part Bl ack, and part Hi spanic.
Her dark hair is pulled back, enhancing a pair of obviously
fake, but audaciously large gold earrings. She sings al ong
to the nusic.

JENNI
What woul d you do if your son was at
home, crying al one..

As Jenni turns off the car, she tries to wind up the w ndow
but it gets stuck.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Dam it.

While struggling to unstick the w ndow, she suddenly gasps
and her face contorts in pain. She takes a couple of deep
breaths, and the pain subsides. Jenni sighs and cl oses her
eyes, taking the nonent to relax herself. Suddenly her eyes
spring open and she | ooks at the watch on her wrist.

Jenni's feet exit the car, and she slans the door. She is
wearing a pair of high heels, with scuffed edges. The worn
shoes click clack on the sidewal k.

I NT. CGROCERY STORE -- MOMENTS LATER

Jenni is browsing the aisle of a high-end grocery store, the
kind that sells inported cheeses and chocol at es.

A WOMAN CUSTOMER hol di ng an adorabl e 9-nont h-ol d BABY smi | es
at Jenni. Jenni glances at the worman and her baby, | ooks
away W thout returning the friendly gaze. Instead, Jenni

pl aces two bottles of wine into her basket.

At the checkout Jenni places her basket on the cashiers desk.

JENNI
And two packs of nenthols, please.

The CASH ER | ooks down at the wine, and then at her.

CASHI ER
Do you have ID for all of this?

Jenni passes himher wallet. He studies it nonentarily.

CASHI ER ( CONT' D)
You don't | ook 23.



JENNI
Yeah...well. Good genes.

CASHI ER
I know it's none of ny business, but
you know you shoul dn't be snoki ng.

JENNI
["mkind of in a hurry.

CASHI ER
"' mjust saying.

As Jenni turns to |eave, she takes the bag of groceries and
grabs the cigarettes of the counter. W see a full body shot
of her for the first tine. Jenni is 9-nonths pregnant.

Wth her large belly she nearly bunps into the woman cust oner
and her baby, standing behind her in line. The worman | ooks
down at the cigarettes in Jenni's hand, and the wine in her
bag, and glares at her accusingly.

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE WAI TI NG ROOM - - LATER

Jenni sits on a |leather couch in the waiting area of a
Doctor's clinic, listening to her wal kman. Mhogany framed
phot os of beam ng nothers cradling rosy cheeked babies are
di spl ayed on the walls. Jenni quickly taps her foot and

gl ances at her watch. It reads 2:35pm

On anot her couch, perpendicular to Jenni, sit TWO WELL DRESSED
LADI ES. The wonen tal k in hushed voices, but their
conversation can still be overheard.

WOVAN 1
Epi durals can't harmthe baby..

WOVAN 2
Yes- they can. So why risk it?

Jenni turns the MJSIC up on her wal k man, drowning out their
voi ces. She cl oses her eyes and bobs her head up and down

to the song. She doesn't notice as the two wonen stop tal king
and stare at her. Wnan 1 approaches and taps Jenni on her
knee.

The nusic stops abruptly, as Jenni pulls her earphones out
of ear, but is replaced by the |oud sound of a cell phone
ring tone.

Jenni reaches into her purse and funbles around to grab the

ringing phone. 'MOM flashes in the caller ID. Jenni presses
"ignore call' and the switches her phone to silent.
RECEPTI ONI ST

Mss. Guilero. The doctor is ready
for you.



I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE-- LATER

Jenni is sitting on a exam nation table wearing a blue
hospital robe. A well-put together fenmale doctor, DOCTOR
VELLS, 50's, is seated across from her.

DOCTOR
Vell, you let us know right away if
anything cones up. |In the neantine
you should be getting plenty of bed
rest.

Jenni quickly nods and gets up, ready to |eave.

DOCTCOR ( CONT' D)
I mean it. No lifting things. No
straining yourself. | expect you to
be at hone, off your feet.

JENNI
I know.
DOCTOR
Vell- it won't be too nuch | onger
now.
JENNI
Yep.
DOCTOR

Are you getting nervous?
Jenni shakes her head and shrugs.

JENNI
I m okay.

DOCTOR
Good. Hang in there. Ckay, well |
think we're all done here. You can
get changed now.

The doctor pulls a blue curtain across the room Jenni starts
putting on her pants and her cell phone drops out of the

back pocket. It's blinking "5 mssed calls'. She dials a
nunber .
JENNI

Hey- |I'mat the doctor's, | told

you. What? | can't. | have to be at

the school by 5pm No- it's the

| ast day! Fine. 1'll be there soon

okay.

As Jenni hangs up there is a knock at the door, and it creaks
open.



JENNI ( CONT' D)
I"mnot ready yet.

ELAI NE HALDORF, |ate 40's, neticulously grooned in a designer
suit, pops her head through the side of the curtain.

ELAI NE
There's nmy girl!

Jenni quickly finished buttoning her shirt as El ai ne wal ks
in. Elaine imedi ately places her hands on her Jenni's belly.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
How are you Jenni ?

JENN
kay.

The Doctor cones back in. Jenni uses the npbnent to turn
away and sit down and put on her heels.

DOCTOR
Oh, Elaine! | thought there was an
emergency with one of your clients?

ELAI NE
Yes, but | managed to take care of
things - and | figured your office
woul d be running | ate.

The Doctor pauses and presses her |lips together in a snmle.

DOCTOR
Vell- | do try ny best to give
expecting nothers the tinme they need,
as |'msure you can under st and.

Jenni steps forward to open the door
JENNI
So, thanks Doctor. Umm. El aine,
it's nice to see you...

ELAI NE
Oh-so you already did the ultra sound?

El aine smles and puts her hands back on Jenni's belly.

DOCTOR
Vll, no- there's really no need for
an ultrasound this late in the
pregnancy.

ELAI NE

| disagree with you, Doctor. 1'd
really like to nonitor the progress.



DOCTOR
Actual ly Elaine, |'ve already run
t hrough everything with Jenni

As the Doctor speaks, Elaine places a cloth bag on the table
and pulls out a vase-shaped wooden object with a hollow core.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
That's not necessary. |'ve already
checked the heartbeat.

ELAI NE
But did you use a pinard horn?
DOCTOR
No, | didn't- seeing as howl'ma
doctor, not a mdw fe.
Jenni gl ances at the clock on the office. It reads 3:15pm
ELAI NE

Exactly- which is why-
Jenni takes a deep breath and interrupts.

JENNI
| don't think I can stay.

El aine turns to Jenni.

ELAI NE
Real | y?

JENNI
| have to..

ELAI NE

What do you have to do?

El aine turns to the Doctor with her eyebrows raised. They
both turn to Jenni

DOCTOR
W' ve di scussed getting rest- Jenni
t hat includes running errands, and
exerting yourself.

JENNI
I know |'m not.

ELAI NE
Jenni - you know, ny goal is for this
baby to have a natural, and heal t hy
bi rt h-



JENNI
Yeah and that's my goal too. Look-
| can stay a bit longer, it's fine.

ELAI NE
Wonderful . So, Doctor- why don't we
proceed with the ultrasound.

El ai ne shuts the door and the Doctor sighs, but concedes.
Jenni sits back down on the exam nation table.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Li e down.

Jenni lays on her back and gl ances up at the office cl ock.

El ai ne scoots her chair right up to Jenni. Jenni starts
unbuttoning the bottom of her shirt, exposing her belly.

El aine pulls out the Pinard Horn and places the flat side on
Jenni's belly and puts her ear against the other side.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Have you been playing the concerto
nmusic to the baby every night..

Jenni closes her eyes as El aine presses the horn agai nst her
bel | y.

JENNI
Umm . . sure.

The Doctor starts squeezing out sone gel froma tube, and
rubs it onto Jenni's belly, forcing Elaine to nove her Pinard
Hor n.

DOCTOR
Alright |adies- here we go.

Jenni's turns her head away fromthe ultrasound screen. She
does not | ook at the baby.

EXT. APARTMENT -- LATER

Jenni knocks on the door of an ol der apartnent. The paint
is chipping away on the walls.

The door swings open to reveal ANITA, 55 years old, an
attractive but obviously tired hispanic woman. She is wearing
a polo shirt with her nane inscribed over the words "FOUR
SEASONS NURSI NG HOVE" .

ANI TA
I''mgonna be | ate now.

JENNI
Ma- why didn't you tell themyou
coul dn't work?



ANI TA
Hey- you're not the only one with
bills to pay. And some of us don't-

JENNI
Okay, okay. | know.

ANI TA
No Jenni, you don't know. Really, |
don't know why you do this to
your sel f.

JENNI
Mom pl ease, don't.

Alittle boy with dark curly hair, CARLCS, 5-years-old, runs
out into the doorway.

CARLCS
Moy !
JENNI
Conme on, Carlitos, we gotta go.
CARLCS
| have to put ny shoes on.
ANI TA
Here, 1'll help you
CARLCS

No, | want to do it nyself!

ANI TA
Just |ike your nother.

Jenni gives Anita a sharp | ook

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
| have to go. C ose the door for ne.

Anita gives Jenni a quick kiss on the cheek and | eaves.
EXT. STREET-- LATER

Jenni and Carlos wal k out on the street towards their car.
Carl os | ags behi nd.

JENNI
Cone on, big steps. Quick.

They pass a little toy shop, Carlos runs up to the w ndow.

CARLCS
Look! Wow. .

Jenni sighs as she pulls her car keys out of her purse.



JENNI
Get in the car.

Carl os | ooks at her defiantly and runs towards the store.

CARLOS
But | want it.

JENNI
Stop it- let's go.

CARLCS
Carry me then.

JENNI
No...you're a big boy.

Jenni grabs his armbut Carlos wiggles out.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
W have to go.

CARLCS
Try to catch nel!

Carlos junps onto her, nearly pushing her over.

JENN
OUCH!

Jenni's has to stop wal king to recover, she puts her hands
on her belly, cringing a little.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
That's it! Get in- right now

EXT. LARGE HOME - - AFTERNOON

Jenni drives through a weal thy nei ghborhood, where stately
col oni al homes peak out from behind majestic trees. The
rusty car pulls up to the driveway of a particularly Iavish
mansion. Jenni opens the trunk of the car and pulls out the
grocery bag fromearlier

Jenni's hand rings the doorbell. MRS. BEALE, early 70's,
with bl eached platinum perfectly coifed hair, opens the
ornat e door.

JENNI
H Ms. Beale.

MRS. BEALE
Oh- good. | thought maybe you weren't
com ng today.

JENNI
No- that's next week.



VRS. BEALE
That's right. | can't seemto keep
things straight. Well then, put the
groceries in the kitchen.

Jenni quickly runs into the house to drop the bag of w ne on
the kitchen table. She pulls a white envel ope out of one of
t he bags, and hands it to Ms. Beal e.

JENNI
Here is your change, and your receipt.

Jenni wal ks back to the front door. Ms. Beale foll ows behind.

VRS. BEALE
Now t hen, the roons need dusti ng.
It's amazi ng how one person can
accunmul ate so much dust, isn't it?

JENNI
Ms. Beale, I"'mnot here to clean
today. |'mjust dropping of groceries,
remenber ?

MRS. BEALE
Oh, well, surely you can stay-

JENNI
No- | can't. Not today.

Jenni hurries back to the front door, with Ms. Beale
follow ng close behind. Once at the front door she gl ances
out at her car parked in the driveway.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
My son is waiting for ne in the car.

Carlos is sitting in the car, with his face smashed agai nst
t he wi ndow, waving to his nother.

VRS. BEALE
Oh. That's right- | forgot you're a
Mot her. | nean, already.

There is an awkward pause. Carlos starts pounding on the
wi ndow of the car. Jenni |ooks over at him

MRS. BEALE ( CONT' D)
That remnds ne, | have a little
sonet hing for the baby.

Ms.Beale turns to go.
JENNI

No, Ms. Beale.... W don't need
anything. Just ny wages, please.
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But Ms. Beale has already |left the doorway. Jenni gl ances
down at her watch and sighs. Ms.Beale returns holding a
yel | ow box wapped with a white ribbon.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Oh, you didn't need to...

M s. Beal e hands the gift to Jenni. She takes the gift but
doesn't open it.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Umm Thank you. But, | was hoping
to get ny wages. Last week you said
you coul d pay ne today.

VRS. BEALE
Well, of course.

Ms. Beal e grabs her checkbook.

MRS. BEALE ( CONT' D)
Alright, let ne just fill this out.
Now open your gift!

JENNI
No- you said we could do cash
remenber? It's just that I won't
have tinme to cash a check

Carl os has unbuckl ed his seat belt and is clinbing around
t he back of the car.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Carlos! Sit down.

MRS. BEALE
What do | owe you?

JENNI
Three hundred and forty doll ars.

Carl os makes his way to the drivers seat and tries to stick
his head out of the half open, stuck w ndow.

CARLCOS
Mommy!  |' 'm hungry!

There is an awkward pause as Jenni tries to contain herself,
putting her hands on her belly and taking a few deep breaths.

MRS. BEALE
Vell...open the gift.

Jenni pulls the white ribbon and opens the box. She pulls
out a little yellow baby junper nade out of soft yellowterry
cl ot h.
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MRS. BEALE ( CONT' D)
Now, | wasn't sure if your having a
boy or a girl...
Jenni is staring at the cute little outfit.

MRS. BEALE ( CONT' D)
So, | thought this would work either

way.

JENNI
It's agirl.

VRS. BEALE
Wl l, how won-

Carl os honks on the horn of the car.

JENNI
Thanks for this. Sorry. I'mjust in
quite a hurry.

VRS. BEALE
[t"Il just take nme a mnute to get
it together. Won't you cone in?

JENNI
No, thanks. I'Il just wait out here.

As Ms.Beale turns to | eave Jenni |eans against the side of

t he door and cl oses her eyes. She |ooks again at the little
outfit, touching the soft fabric. Then, taking a deep breath,
she crunples it up and throws it back into the box.

EXT. MAIN CITY STREET -- LATER

The rusty car pulls in next to a netered parking spot. Hip
Hop musi c once again blares through the wi ndows. Carlos
sings along loudly. Jenni |ooks through her car for

sonet hing. She finds sone pennies and tosses them asi de.

JENN
No. No. No.

Jenni turns the car off and the nusic stops.

CARLOS
Mommy- |''m hungry.

JENNI
Yeah. M too.

Jenni sighs and gets out of the car. She is parked on the
street of a busy college canmpus. There are students
everywhere. Jenny unbuckles Carlos out of his seat, and he
clinbs out on his own.
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CARLCS
Where are we goi ng?

St andi ng outside the car, she flips through her |arge purse.
Still no quarters, but she does find a half eaten candy bar
whi ch she pronptly ignores. She glances at her watch, it's
4:45pm Jenni | ooks at the parking nmeter and back at her

wat ch.

JENNI
Cone on Carlos, I'll show you Momy's
new school

I NT. COLLEGE REG STRATI ON OFFI CE -- LATER

Wth Carlos in tow, Jenni stands in front of the doors of a
| arge building. She hesitates for a nonent before continuing
f orwar d.

There is a long |ine of STUDENTS by a wi ndow that says

" Student Accounts'. A posted sign says "LAST DAY TO PAY
DEPCSI T". Jenni wal ks forward and takes her place in line.
Students wal ki ng past stare at Carlos, her belly, and her.

CARLCS
Mommy- | 'm hungry!

JENNI
Carlos...we have to wait.

TWO G RLS get in line behind Jenni and Carlos. Wen Jenni
turns around to hush Carlos they stare at her belly, and
| ook down to her scuffed high heels- and up again to Jenni
Then the girls turn and whi sper to each other, giggling.

CARLCS
Momrmy- let's go. Let's go.

JENNI
No, Carlos. W're alnost there.

CARLOS
Mommry.  |''m hungry.

JENN
Shhhh. ..

Carl os repeats hinself, in a what is supposed to be a whisper
but sounds even | ouder than before.

CARLOS
Mommy. | am hungry.

A couple of heads in front of themin line turn around.

JENNI
Fi ne.
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Jenny opens up her purse and pulls out the half eaten candy
bar. It is smashed and | ooks like it has been in her purse
for quite a while. She hesitates, but gives it to Carl os.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Her e.

Carl os happily accepts it.

They finally get to the front of the line. Jenni steps
forward to the student accounts wi ndow with her purse in
hand. A STUDENT WORKER, a guy with a trendy haircut sits at
t he counter.

STUDENT WORKER
St udent | D nunber ?

JENNI
Oh, | don't have it yet. [I'Il be a
new student in Fall.

Jenni renoves a letter fromher purse and hands it to the
student wor ker.

STUDENT WORKER
Yeah. Ckay.

Jenni waits a nonment while he types in the information.
Carl os again interrupts.

CARLOS
Monmy -

STUDENT WORKER
So, you owe $400.

JENNI
Wiat? | thought it was $350 for the
deposi t.

The student worker sinply shakes his head.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
No- it's $350. See? M acceptance
letter says ...

STUDENT WORKER
But your account says that the check
w th your application fee bounced.
So that got added to your account.

Carl os tugs at her arm

CARLCS
Momrmy- | need a tissue.

The ot her students behind her the line | ook inpatient.
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JENNI
Carlos. Hold on.

Jenni takes a deep breath

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Okay. Well, can | put it on a credit
card?

STUDENT WORKER
We don't take credit cards.

The baby suddenly kicks. Jenny puts her hand on her belly.

JENNI
What if | don't pay it all?

STUDENT WORKER
Then they give your spot to soneone
el se.

Jenny | eafs through her wallet and enpties her purse.

JENNI
VWll, this is all | have right now.

STUDENT WORKER
$387.13. | can't guarantee it. You
better come back right away to pay
the difference. And, just a rem nder,
that full tuition is due in 3 weeks.

JENNI
Thank you.

As the student worker finishes up with the transaction Jenn
gl ances down at Carlos. H's nmouth is sneared with nelted
chocol ate, and so are his little fingers. Sonmehow he managed
to get it all over her pants too.

EXT. STREET-- LATER

Jenni and Carlos arrive back at the car. On the w ndshield
of the car we see a bright orange envel ope. Jenni wal ks
around the car to grab it, and notices sonething else. A
boot has been placed on the drivers side of her car.

JENN
Shit!

Wth exasperation Jenni crunples up the ticket and tosses it
on the ground.

CARLGCS
You said a bad word.
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Jenni has to take a mnute to cal mdown. Wth her hands on
her belly she closes her eyes and takes a few deep breaths.
Then after a nonent she carefully squats down and to pick up
the crunpl ed ticket.

CARLCS (CONT' D)
Mommy- you peed your pants!

Jenni | ooks down and gasps. She waits a coupl e seconds,
t aki ng deep breaths. Jenni reaches into her purse for her
phone and dials a nunber. There is no answer.

JENNI
Mom It's time. Please- | need you
to neet me at the hospital to pick
up Carlos. Call nme back

As she | ooks down the street she see's a bus com ng. Jenn
grabs her purse and | ooks inside. She pulls out a bus card.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
Cone on Carlos. Quick.

Jenni wal ks quickly to the nearby bus stop, just in time for
the bus to pull up. As she steps on she talks to the BUS
DRI VER.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
You go down to the nedical center,
ri ght?

The bus driver nods.
INT. THE BUS -- MOMVENTS LATER

The bus is crowded with the five o' clock rush. Someone stands
up to give their seat to Jenni and Carlos and she willingly
accepts. Once seated Jenni grabs her cell phone and dials

t he doctor's phone nunber.

JENNI
Hel | o, Doctor? Yeah- It's Jenni.
My wat er broke.

A shot of pain jolts through Jenni's body.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
oOohh.

She tries to take a deep breath.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
I"mokay. I'mon ny way to the
hospital Onh - sonmeone's driving ne.

CARLCS
Moy ?
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Jenni holds her finger up to her lips, telling himto be
qui et .

JENNI
Yeah. Ckay. | guess I'll see you
t here soon.

Jenni grits her teeth, taking deep breaths. She quietly
rubs her hands over her belly.

JENNI ( CONT' D)
shhhh. . . .

She | eans her head agai nst the bus wi ndow and stares out at
t he passing city.

I NT. HOSPI TAL -- DAY

Jenni's eyes are still closed, only now closed tightly from
pain. Around her, two NURSES, a nan, MR HALDORF, early 50's
handsonme, and Doctor Wells are busy preparing the room W
see the roomfromJenni's point of view Everything is
swirling and she seens to go in and out of consciousness.

She has flashbacks of a crying baby, the condescendi ng | ook
fromthe other college students, Ms.Beale, people yelling,
Carlos crying...

DOCTOR
Jenni .. .okay, the contractions are
getting closer together now.
JENNI
No...l don't want to do this anynore.
DOCTOR
You're doing really well.
JENNI
Please, | think | want...| need, an

epidural after all.
El ai ne appears at Jenni's side.

ELAI NE
Ch Jenni, we tal ked about that,
remenber? And I'mafraid it's too
| ate now.

Once again Jenni closes her eyes and the roomswirls. W
hear the doctor telling Jenni to get ready to push.

El ai ne holds Jenni's hand and kneel s down beside her by the
bed. She is taking big who-who-hee-hee breaths along with
Jenni. M. Haldorf stands at a distance in the corner of the
room
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ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
You' re doing so great. Keep
breathing...l"mright here with you.

Jenni | ooks into her eyes and sees that Elaine is also crying.

DOCTOR
PUSH!

Jenni grits her teeth. Sweat is dripping fromher face.
Her intense pain is obvious.

Finally a baby cry fills the room A swirl of commotion
erupts. The nass of people that had been congregating around
Jenni now nove around the baby.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
It's a girl!

Jenni cannot see the baby, only a mass of blue and green
scrubs. Jenny | ays exhausted on the bed.

JENNI
I s she okay?

No one seens to hear her. Elaine has noved over to the baby
and the doctor. She is crying.

ELAI NE
Ch, there she is.

DOCTOR
El ai ne, would you like to cut the
cord?

Jenni can still see only the group of people with their backs
to her. W hear a pair of scissors snip

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations. She is beautiful.

But Doctor Wells is not talking to Jenni, she's speaking to
t he Hal dorfs.

MR. HAL DORF
Thank you- thank you.
ELAI NE
Oh, thank you Doctor. Honey, cone

here.

El ai ne gestures over to M. Haldorf. He approaches and gives
her a kiss on her cheek.

Jenni lays in her bed, with sweat dripping down her face.
She wat ches as Doctor Wells passes a bundle wapped in a
bl anket to El ai ne.



M. Hal dorf stands next to them and takes a photo.

MR. HAL DORF
She really is gorgeous. Darling, she
has your eyes!

DOCTOR
Oh yes, she definitely carries al
your traits.

ELAI NE
Oh, hello, precious. Hel-lo.

The baby cries a little.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Shhh, shhh.  Mommy' s here.

As El aine | eans over to cradle the baby in her arnms we see
the BABY fully for the first time. The baby has a full head
of light blonde hair, blue eyes and light pink skin that
bears no resenbl ance to Jenni's dark conpl exion

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Oh Sweet heart, she | ooks just like
me, doesn't she? | can't believe
she's here.

MR. HAL DORF
Qur baby's finally here. And she's
beautiful - you're both so beautiful.

The coupl e enbrace each other, and their newborn. They |00
like a picture perfect famly. Elaine can't stop crying.

JENNI
Excuse ne..

Jenni stares up at the Haldorfs, who have forgotten she is
there. They suddenly renenber and | ook down at her.

ELAI NE
OCh. M dear. Thank you. Very
much. |'ve never been so happy.
MR. HALDORF

Yes, thank you. You've given us a
precious gift.

M. Hal dorf extends his hand out to Jenni, in an awkward
handshake. Jenni extends a |inp hand, but instead ends up
hol ding M. Haldorf's hand tightly.

JENNI
Pl ease, can | hold her...

El ai ne protectively holds the baby closer to her chest.

18.

k
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ELAI NE
Oh-

M. Hal dorf wal ks back over to Elaine and protectively puts
hi s arm around her.

MR. HAL DORF
O course. ..

El ai ne turns away from Jenni and | ooks down at her baby.
She can't bear to let it |leave her arnms. |In a hushed voice
she whi spers to her husband.

ELAI NE
She's been hol ding her for 9 nonths.
I[t's my turn now.

DOCTOR
Now, now, let's |let Jenni have sone
rest.

A nurse ushers the Hal dorfs and the baby to the side and
they all |eave the room Doctor Wlls remains, she takes a
nonent and approaches Jenni's bed.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
You know Jenni, you've done a
wonderful thing to help a famly

have a child. [It's the nost noble
t hing one can do- giving the gift of
life.

Jenni presses her |ips together, and doesn't respond.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
Ck. I'll be back alittle later to
check up on you.

Jenni is left alone staring up at the ceiling. The baby can
be heard crying in the hallway.

Suddenl y, Jenni |ooks down at her chest. Her thin hospital
gown is wet. Her breasts are leaking mlk. Jenny starts to
cry.

I NT. HOSPI TAL -- LATER

Jenni is fully dressed, sitting in an office with Doctor
Wl |'s, signing papers.

DOCTOR
Ckay- | ast page. Your Jane Hancock
goes right there. Geat.

Jenni puts her pen down and passes the clip board across the
table to Doctor wells.



20.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
Al right Jenni, now, you can pick up
your final envel ope at the front
desk- it includes the birth bonus.
Pl ease, if in another year or two
you' d |like to conme back again just
l et me know.

Jenni is tired and sinply nods her head. She shakes hands
with Doctor Wells, gathers her things, and wal ks gingerly
out. At the front desk a receptionist is on the phone.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Oh yes, yes, we have a wonderfu
sel ection of wonen who find surrogacy
imrensely fulfilling.

The receptionist finally notices Jenny. Still talking on
t he phone, she hands Jenny an envel ope.

Jenni wal ks out and into the elevator. While in the el evator
she opens the envel ope and | ooks down at the check. As the
doors close on her she smles with relief.

I NT. STREET-- DAY

Jenni and Carlos are wal king down the street. Jenni's
pregnancy belly is gone. They wal k past the toy store, where
Carlos again see's the little toy he coveted.

CARLOS
Mana. | want it.

Jenny hesitates. She |ooks at the toy, and thinks about
going in.

JENNI

Nah, Carlitos. W don't need it.
CARLGCS

But . .
JENNI

Cone here.

Jenni reaches down and picks Carlos up and gives hima hug.

JENNY
Let's go hone baby.

FADE QUT.
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