
Minutes of the September Faculty Meeting 

The September Faculty Meeting was held on Tuesday the 16th at 4:00 in COM 209. Those present were 

Dean Fiedler, Associate Dean Shanahan, Assistant Dean Mahoney, Assistant Dean Sabovik, Assistant 

Dean Cotter, Professors  Austin, Berkovitz, Bernstein, Boches, Burak, Cakebread, Carroll, Carter, 

Cavalieri, Clark C., Danielpour, Danehy,  Doherty, Downes, Egleson, Elasmar, Grundmann, Guo, Hall, 

Johnson, Joseph, Lambert, Lehr, Loman, Manoff, Mehren, Merzbacher, Miller, Mulvihill, Perron Eaton, 

Poister, Quigley, Rafeizadeh, Rand, Rivers, Ryan, Schneider, Sahl, San Juan, Shanler,  Shorr,  Thompson, 

Tsay-Vogel, Verret, Vigil, Walsh, Walker, Waller, Wright, Wu, Zuckoff. 

 

1. Dean Fiedler opened up the meeting welcoming everyone back and then made a motion to 

approve May Minutes. Motion seconded and approved. 
 

2. Dean Fielder announced that were a few new faculty members joining the staff in the Mass 
Comm/Advertising/Public Relations and Film/TV departments.  

 
a. MC/ADV/PR Department Chair Barton Carter introduced Lei Guo, professor in Mass 

Comm and Justin Joseph, a COM grad and now Visiting Professor with Mass Comm. 
Chair Carter announced that Amy Shanlor and Pegeen Ryan, both former visiting 
professors, are now fully appointed faculty members. 

b. Film/TV Department Chair Paul Schneider introduced Kam Miller, TV Writing 
professor, and Joel San Juan, Film professor. Chair Schneider also announced the 
approval of Cinema and Media Studies, the first BA at the College of 
Communication.  

c. Dean Fiedler announced Kate Burak is now the Writing Director along with John 
Hall, who is now the Director of the Writing Center. Hall was formerly the 
Acting/Interim Director. Peter Rand is now serving as Master Lecturer. 

 
3. Brad Fernandes, Director of Technology, along with his staff, Jake Kassen and Jacob 

Boucher, gave an overview of the technology resources and updates in COM. The 
presentation included helpful websites, technology tips and training sessions, new security 
updates, and sustainability. The slideshow has been uploaded to the Faculty Resources 
page.  

 
4. Associate Dean Sabovik passed around the list of 43 September undergraduates to be 

checked by the faculty. Any issues with any student on the list can be brought to the 
attention of Associate Dean Sabovik. Motion to approve September graduates made, 
seconded and approved. 
 

5. Associate Dean Cotter passed around the list of September graduates to be checked by the 
faculty. Any issues with any student on the list can be brought to the attention of Associate 
Dean Cotter. Motion to approve September graduates made, seconded and approved. 
 

6. Assistant Dean Mahoney reminded all business and travel vouchers must be submitted to 
her within 30 days. All expense forms can be found online on the Faculty Resource page. 



Assistant Dean Mahoney informed that all purchasing must be through a BU approved 
vendor and done through Assistant Dean Mahoney, Nat Taylor, or Abigail Clement. If 
purchasing is done through a non-approved vendor, then the tax will not be reimbursed. 
Any questions can be brought to either Assistant Dean Mahoney or Nat Taylor. 

 
7. Dean Fiedler addressed the faculty highlighting “The Conversation”, an online news site in 

which academics and journalists collaborate in producing topical pieces and articles similar 
in and op-ed style format. At the moment, The Conversation is based in Austrialia however 
the College of Communication has offered to serve as the host-location for their site in the 
U.S. and will be temporarily located in the basement of the 704 Commonwealth Ave. 
building. A soft launch of the site is aimed for the middle of October with a public launch 
shortly after. Dean Fiedler addressed Professor Caryl Rivers concerns about the financing of 
the program by informing the group it will be funded mainly by grants and university 
memberships. (BU does not need to pay as we are hosting the program). 

 
Dean Fiedler reminded the group of Alumni Weekend is this weekend with the COM 
Distinguished Alumni Awards on Thursday at 5:30pm in the Trustee’s Ballroom at the School 
of Management. Dean Fielder encouraged everyone to also attend the “COMTalks”, a 
TEDtalks style of event, on Saturday afternoon. “COMTalks” will feature six COM Alumni and 
Faculty as they share their compelling stories and highlights of their careers to date. 

 
8. Dean Fiedler made a motion to adjourn meeting. Motion seconded and approved.  

 
 

                                                      

Meeting Adjourned at 5:00 PM 

                                                

 


