
 

MARSH CHAPEL AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY  
 

A Service of Christmas Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 13th, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

The Reverend Doctor Robert Allan Hill, Dean 
 

 This Service of Christmas Lessons and Carols is compiled from the rich and extensive archive 
 of broadcast recordings from Marsh Chapel Sundays in recent years.  We very much regret that live  

worship is not possible during this time, most particularly during this Advent and Christmas season. 
 

As you listen to this service, we encourage your fullest participation: 
hear the lessons anew, sing the carols with heart and vigor, 

and pray God’s abiding peace for all the earth. 
 
 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION 
 

The congregation stands at the chiming of the hour. 
 

1. Solo 2. Choir 
NCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY He came down to earth from heaven 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, Who is God and Lord of all, 
Where a mother laid her baby  And his shelter was a stable, 
In a manger for his bed: And his cradle was a stall; 

Mary was that mother mild, With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Jesus Christ her little child. Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
All join in singing the last four stanzas. 

 

 
 
The congregation remains standing. 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 

All remain standing as the Dean offers this bidding prayer. 
 
The Dean: 
 

ELOVED IN CHRIST, be it this Christmas-tide our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 
our sin unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child: and let us make this Chapel glad with 
our carols of praise. 
 
But first, because this of all things would rejoice God’s heart, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, and 
all people; for peace upon the earth Christ came to save; for love and unity within the one Church he did build; 
and for goodwill among all people, and especially within this university and this city of Boston. 
 
And particularly at this time let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and them 
that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children. 
 
Lastly let us remember before God them who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, 
that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this 
Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words which Christ himself 
has taught us: 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Dean: The Almighty God bless us with God’s grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto 

the fellowship of citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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CAROL 
 

HAT SWEETER MUSIC can we bring, 
Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King? 

 Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
  
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honour to this day, 
That sees December turned to May. 
 
Why does the chilling Winter’s morn 
Smile, like a field beset with corn? 
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden? 
 
Come and see 
The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
’Tis He is born, whose quickening birth 
Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth. 
 
We see Him come, and know Him ours, 
Who, with His sunshine, and His showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
 
The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome Him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart, 
 
Which we will give Him; and bequeath 
This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do Him honour; who’s our King, 
And Lord of all this reveling. 

 
  Text: Robert Herrick (1591–1674) 
  “A Christmas Carol, Sung To The King In The Presence At White-Hall” 
  Text slightly abridged and altered by the composer 
  Music: John Rutter (b. 1945) 
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THE FIRST LESSON 
 

Lector: God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s 
head: 

 

HEY HEARD THE SOUND of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But 
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in 

the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ God said, ‘Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What 
is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The LORD God said to the 
serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon 
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ And to the 
man, God said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I 
commanded you, “You shall not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.’ Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
CAROL 

 

DAM LAY YBOUNDEN, Ne had the apple taken been, 
Bounden in a bond; The apple taken been, 
Four thousand winter Ne had never our lady 

 Thought he not too long. Abeen heavené queen. 
 
 
And all was for an apple, Blessed be the time 
An apple that he took, That apple taken was, 
As clerkes finden Therefore we moun singen, 
Written in their book. Deo gracias! 
 
  Text: Anonymous, 15th century 
  Music: John Ireland (1879–1962) 
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THE SECOND LESSON 
 
Lector: The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior: 
 

HE PEOPLE WHO WALKED in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He 
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL 
 
 

 MAGNUM MYSTERIUM 
Et admirabile sacramentum, 
Ut animalia viderent Dominum natum 

Jacentem in praesepio. 
O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 
Portare Dominum Jesum Christum. 
Alleluia! 
 
[O great mystery, 
And wondrous sacrament, 
That the animals should witness the 
Birth of the Lord in the manger. 
O blessed Virgin, whose womb was deemed 
Worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia!] 

 
 
 Text: Fourth Responsory at Matins for Christmas Day 
 Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548–1611) 
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HYMN 
 

The congregation stands. 
 

 
 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE THIRD LESSON 
 

Lector: The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
 

N THE SIXTH MONTH the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 
will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
  Luke 1:26–35, 38 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
CAROL 
 

 
ORMI, JESU! MATER RIDET  Sleep, sweet baby! my cares beguiling: 
Quae tam dulcem somnum videt,  Mother sits beside thee smiling; 
Dormi, Jesu! Blandule.  Sleep, my darling, tenderly! 

 
Si non dormis, Mater plorat  If thou sleep not, mother mourneth, 
Inter fila cantans orat,  Singing as her wheel she turneth: 
Blande, veni, somnule. Come, soft slumber, balmily! 

 
 
 Text: Unknown 
 Translation: Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772–1834) 
 Music: John Rutter (b. 1945) 
THE FOURTH LESSON 
 
Lector: Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus: 
 

N THOSE DAYS A DECREE WENT OUT from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went 
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  Luke 2:1, 3–7 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL 
 

TILL, STILL, STILL, let all the world be still; 
For Mary lays her son to rest, 
Sings to him softly at her breast; 

Still, still, still, let all the world be still. 
 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby, sleep; 
The angels all rejoice and sing, 
Heav'n for your delight shall ring; 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby, sleep. 
 
Joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy! 
The God of love has left his throne, 
Made this humble world his own, 
Joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy! 

 
 

 Text and Music: Traditional Austrian Carol 
 Translation: Meg Peacocke (b. 1930) 
 Arrangement: Philip Ledger (1937–2012)  

 

HYMN 
The congregation stands at the invitation of the Director of Music. 

 
 
 Text: Edward Caswall (1814–1878) 
 Tune: HUMILITY, John Goss (1800–1880) 
 Arrangement: David Willcocks (1919–2015) 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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THE FIFTH LESSON 
 

Lector: The shepherds go to the manger: 
 

N THAT REGION THERE WERE SHEPHERDS living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom God favors!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
  Luke 2:8–16 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
CAROL 
 

ING DONG! MERRILY ON HIGH  
In heav’n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! verily the sky  

Is riv’n with angel singing. 
 Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 
E’en so here below, below,  
Let steeple bells be swungen, 
And io, io, io,  
By priest and people sungen. 
 
Pray you, dutifully prime  
Your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime  
Your evetime song, ye singers. 

 Text: G. R. Woodward (1848–1934) 
 Music: 16th century French melody 
 Arrangement: Mack Wilberg (b. 1955) 
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THE SIXTH LESSON 
 
Lector: The wise men are led by the star to Jesus: 
 

N THE TIME OF KING HEROD, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  
 Matthew 2:1–11 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CAROL 
 

Solo 
HREE KINGS FROM PERSIAN LANDS afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 

Where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
 
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 
As Mary’s child in her lap they see; 
Their royal gifts they show to the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them! 
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King. 
 

I 
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Chorale (sung simultaneously with the solo) 
OW BRIGHTLY SHINES the morning star! 
With grace and truth from heaven afar 
Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 

Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
My soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesu, inly feeds us, 
Rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing.  
 The Three Kings 

 Text (solo): Peter Cornelius (1824–1874) 
 Text (chorale): Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608) 
 Music: Peter Cornelius (1824–1874) 
 Soloist: Craig Juricka, baritone 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SEVENTH LESSON 
 
Lector: Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation: 
 

N THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
  John 1:1–14 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 
 
The congregation stands.  
 

 
 
The congregation remains standing. 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
 
The Dean: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
The Dean: Let us pray: 
 

 GOD, YOU MAKE US GLAD by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that 
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes 
to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
All: Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION 
 
The Dean: 

AY HE WHO BY HIS INCARNATION gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the 
sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of Almighty God be upon you and remain 
with you always. 

 
All: Amen. 
 
The congregation remains standing. 
 

CAROL 
 

ILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
 Text: German, Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) 
 Translation: John F. Young (1820-1885) 

 Music: Franz Gruber (1787-1863) 
 Arrangement: Malcolm Sargent (1895-1967) 
HYMN 
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VOLUNTARY AT THE PROCESSION 
 
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 
 

The Marsh Chapel Choir is conducted by Dr. Scott Allen Jarrett.  
The brass choir is Majestic Brass.  
The timpanist is Robert Schulz.  

The organist is Justin Thomas Blackwell 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
After the service, Jan and I warmly invite you to our virtual Christmas Open House, from 12:00 pm to 
1:00 pm, December 13th. We offer this as a time when those who gather can greet one another by Zoom 
and engage in this traditional annual Advent moment. 
 

Dean Hill's Virtual Christmas Open House 
Join Marsh Chapel staff and community members for a Zoom Gathering 

on Sunday, December 13th, 2020 from 12:00pm-1:00pm. 
Dean Hill's Christmas Open House 

December 13, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96011724150?pwd=ZmRpTzJYQnNKdnlnNFRDR2dKVTZRUT09 
Meeting ID: 960 1172 4150 

 
You do not need to have a Zoom account to use the 'Join Zoom Meeting' link above but you may be 
prompted to install the Zoom mobile app or the desktop application for Windows or Mac. If you have any 
questions about using Zoom for this gathering, please email Heidi Freimanis-Cordts, hrf@bu.edu 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Bob 

 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Allan Hill 
Dean, Marsh Chapel 

 
The entirety of today’s service was recorded prior to broadcast. 

We are not currently holding in-person services at Marsh Chapel. 
 

Marsh Chapel continues to broadcast every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. (Eastern) on WBUR 90.9 FM. 
For those outside of New England, a live feed of WBUR is accessible at wbur.org. 

 
Visit our website at bu.edu/chapel for a link to our weekly podcast 

or to view or print a copy of the Sunday morning bulletin. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HRISTMAS EVE, and twelve of the clock. 
 "Now they are all on their knees," 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 

 By the embers in hearthside ease. 
 
We pictured the meek mild creatures where 
 They dwelt in their strawy pen, 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
 To doubt they were kneeling then. 
 
So fair a fancy few would weave 
 In these years! Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas Eve, 
 "Come; see the oxen kneel 
 
"In the lonely barton by yonder comb 
 Our childhood used to know," 
I should go with him in the gloom, 
 Hoping it might be so.  
 
  The Oxen 
  Thomas Hardy (1840–1928) 
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WELCOME TO MARSH CHAPEL 

 
We thank you for joining us virtually this morning for worship and hope that you have found the Spirit of God 
in our midst. If you are interested in becoming a member of Marsh Chapel, or have other questions, please feel 
free to contact any of the Chaplains or Associates listed below. 
 
 

617.353.3560 — chapel@bu.edu — www.bu.edu/chapel 
The Chapel Office is open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. weekdays, and on Sunday mornings. 

Marsh Chapel Sunday morning services are broadcast on WBUR 90.9 FM. 
 
 
The Reverend Dr. Robert Allan Hill, Dean and Chaplain of the University 
 
The Reverend Dr. Karen Coleman, University Chaplain for Episcopal Ministry 
Mahalia Damm, Ministry Assistant 
Alec Vaughn, Ministry Assistant 
 
Jessica Chicka, PhD STH’19, University Chaplain for International Students 
Chloe McLaughlin, Ministry Associate 
T.J. Bergeron, Ministry Assistant 
 
Scott Allen Jarrett, DMA CFA’08, Director of Music 
Justin Thomas Blackwell, MM CFA’09, Associate Director of Music 
Margaret Weckworth, MM CFA’15, Music Program Administrator 
Herbert S. Jones, Director, Inner Strength Gospel Choir 
 
Ray Bouchard, MTS STH’95, Director of Marsh Chapel 
Heidi Freimanis-Cordts, MM CFA’09, Director of Hospitality 
The Reverend Dr. Victoria Hart Gaskell, D.Min. STH’19, Minister for Visitation 
David Ames, Sacristan 
Zoe Chock, Heidi Freimanis-Cordts, Kaitie Noe, Wedding Coordinators 
Anastasya Chandra, Zoe Chock, Office Assistants 
Emilio Latorre, Jace Shneyderman, Office Assistants 
Angelee Verdieu, Office Assistants 
Cierra Brown, Ellis Brown, Kaelyn Brown, Charles Cloy, George Coulter, Mark Gray, Ushers 
Benista Owusu-Amo, Naa Ameley Owusu-Amo, Sydney Passley-Harris, Jay Reeg, Liz Scully, Ushers 
 
 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The hymns and the psalm response are from the 

United Methodist Hymnal, copyright 1989. 
 


