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“This engaging volume offers a new evaluation of revivalist Christianity in twentieth-
century China through a biography of its inimitable exemplar, John Sung (Song 
Shangjie). Ireland’s authoritative study draws on previously unavailable resources to 
offer a balanced-yet-intriguing portrait of a complex figure of modern evangelism. 
Through a range of lenses from gender to somatic forces in the body politic and faith 
healings, Sung’s methods, itinerations, and theology are set against broader trends in 
the social history of Christianity in China and Southeast Asia.”

~Chloe Starr, Professor of Asian Christianity and Theology, Yale Divinity School
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