










How we’ll fix it:

Street Level
 Restored showroom windows 
 Restored grand staircase serving as principal access point to second floor
 New student lounge and lobby area, including student lobby gallery
 New east entrance opening into student lobby
 ADA-compliant wheelchair accessibility on east side of building
 Reconfigured hallways providing direct access to public spaces 
 Upgraded interior finishes, lighting, and HVAC system in public spaces
 Improvements to existing art gallery, including handicapped access

Second Floor
 Reconfigured hallways providing improved access to classrooms, offices, 
and the Music Resource Library
 Renovated state-of-the-art computer lab
 Acoustically separated music classrooms
 New restrooms

Picture this: 
Groups of students studying, socializing, and creating in a wide-open, high-ceilinged 
lounge flanked by banks of display cases. An entire wall of windows giving the build-
ing a fully accessible and welcoming public face—and allowing an abundance of 
natural light to stream in. Opposite that wall, an ornate, fully restored grand staircase 
leading to the second-floor library, classrooms, and offices, all redesigned to best  
suit the teaching, learning, and practice needs of students and faculty. 

The reality: 
The College’s façade is covered in concrete and vines, creating a barrier rather than  
an open invitation, and deterring the rest of the BU and Boston communities from 
engaging with the high-quality art housed inside. The once-grand showroom staircase 
is boarded up on both sides—prohibiting access to the second floor—and the space  
is used sparingly as a makeshift rehearsal area. Because of the building’s choppy 
layout, traffic circulation through the first and second floor hallways is stilted, under-
serving the students who spend so much time there.

Who will benefit: 
The newly improved Faye G., Jo, and James 
Stone Gallery will display School of Visual Arts 
students’ work in the professional manner these 
pieces deserve. Full access and enhanced 
wayfinding will allow visitors to navigate the 
renovated public spaces with ease. In this 
phase, School of Music students will perform  
in a high-quality recital room, and all students 
will benefit from a beautiful, comfortable 
student lounge and lobby area—a space that 
will meet their needs outside of the classroom  
and strengthen the sense of community and 
collaboration at the College.

Turning CFA Inside Out
Public lobby improvements will restore the grand staircase, creating a student lobby 
and lounge and uncovering CFA’s original showroom windows.
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To learn more about ways of giving and naming opportunities, or to make your gift,  
please contact the CFA campaign staff at 617.358.5211 or impulse@bu.edu.

Picture a research university where every student takes courses in the arts 
before graduation. An arts college that is the geographical and cultural 
hub of urban university life—a place of expression and entertainment  
for BU students, faculty, staff, and alumni and a major performance and 
exhibition center for Boston. An arts curriculum taught by illustrious 
professors and important visiting artists that is accessible to all students 
with talent and drive, regardless of socioeconomic status.

Putting art at the heart of the Boston University experience means 
creating community and collaboration across disciplines, schools, and 
colleges. A setting that is inviting, stimulating, and functional—that 
supports the talent and rigorous training of the artists who shape CFA—
is the necessary underpinning of that vision.

The College’s administration has joined with University President Robert 
A. Brown and his team to turn this soaring vision into a concrete plan. 
Your contribution to Phase 1 is vital proof to BU and other donors that 
the CFA community can do what it takes to make our plan a reality. Your 
impulse to give to the CFA Facilities Campaign will first turn into some-
thing tangible—an inspired painting, a professional performer, the home 
CFA and its students deserve—and then into something transcendent. 
Inspiration. Education. A thousand futures. Art.

The blueprints have been drawn. The University  
is committed. The groundwork is under way.  
Now we need you.
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This publication was designed and produced by Laini Leto (CFA’04) and Chandra Willard (COM’04), and was 
written and edited by Andrea Baird (COM’05), Kelly Cunningham (GSM’10), and Alyce Nicolo (COM’07). 
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