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THE HISTORY CONCENTRATION 
Alone among the disciplines, history embraces the sum 
of the human experience: politics, economics, religion, 
art, ideas, culture, social structures, and science. It is the 
goal of the Department of History to facilitate 
imaginative encounters with the past, which are 
essential to interpreting who we are and how we came 
to be. 
The study of the past not only prepares students for 
understanding the present but also enables them to 
acquire important professional skills, even for success in 
a variety of jobs not directly related to the study of 
History. Our undergraduates have gone on to varied, 
interesting careers: in banking and business, in law and 
government, and in international relations and teaching. 
The department offers a broad range of course options 
covering American, European, Asian, Middle Eastern, 
and Latin American history. While the department has a 
national and international reputation in its scholarship, 
the faculty are equally committed to teaching and 
advising students. 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE MAJOR 
All majors must take at least twelve courses, 
including CAS HI 200 and two seminars. Out of these 12 
courses, majors must fulfill each of the four distributional 
requirements outlined below. 
 
 



	

REQUIRED COURSES 
All majors are required to take HI 200: The 
Historian’s Craft, ideally in their sophomore 
year (students who declare the History 
major later than the second semester of 
their sophomore year must take HI 200 in 
their next semester of registration), and at 
least two seminars, or small discussion-
oriented classes focused on more 
specialized topics, at the 400- or 500-level. 
These three courses must be taken on the 
Charles River campus or through 
international programs administered directly 
by Boston University. 
 

DISTRIBUTIONAL REQUIREMENT 
At least one course is required in each of 
the following geographical areas: American 
History, European History, and World 
History. In addition, at least one course of 
the required twelve courses must focus 
on Pre-modern History. 
 

COURSE LEVEL	 
No more than three courses at the 100-level 
may be taken for credit towards the History 
major. 
 

GRADE REQUIREMENT 
A grade of C or higher is required for all 
courses counted towards the History major.	
 



	 	

CREDIT FROM OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT 
TRANSFER CREDIT 
Of the twelve courses required for the major, at least 
seven must be taken at Boston University: HI 200, the 
two seminars, and four additional courses at the 200-
level or above. 
 
CORE CURRICULUM 
Students who complete the four-semester humanities 
sequence of the CAS Core Curriculum with a grade of C 
or higher will receive credit for CAS HI 101 and HI 102. 
 
COLLEGE OF GENERAL STUDIES 
Students who complete College of General Studies 
courses CGS SS 102, SS 201, and SS 202 with a grade 
of C or higher will receive credit for CAS HI 102, HI 176, 
and HI 2XX, respectively. Students who complete CGS 
SS 103 and SS 104 with a grade of C or higher will 
receive credit for CAS HI 101 and HI 102. 
 
METROPOLITAN COLLEGE 
No more than four MET HI courses may be counted 
towards a History major. MET courses do not fulfill the 
seminar requirement of the History major. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Students who received a score of 4 or 5 on the 
European History Examination and the American History 
Examination will receive credit for HI 098 and HI 099, 
respectively. These courses cannot count towards the 
History concentration and are to be used as general 
credits towards graduation. No credit is given for the 
World History Examination. 



	

DOUBLE MAJORING 
Students interested in double majoring are 
encouraged to consider choosing History as 
one of their concentrations. History has 
worked especially well for students who are 
also concentration in American and New 
England Studies, English, the History of Art 
and Architecture, International Relations, 
Philosophy, Political Science, and Religion. 
Please note that a student may use no more 
than five principal or required courses from 
a given concentration towards another 
concentration. 
	

STUDY ABROAD 
The History Department encourages 
students to consider studying abroad. All 
History courses taken at programs that are 
directly administered by Boston University 
will automatically be applied for credit to the 
major or minor. History students have 
studied in Boston University Abroad 
programs such as those in London, Paris, 
Auckland, and Madrid. 
 

LANGUAGE STUDY 
All students in CAS are required to 
demonstrate proficiency in a second 
language at least at an intermediate level 
(the equivalent of four semesters of 
instruction). The department recommends 
that all History concentrators planning 
graduate study be proficient in at least one 
second language, and if possible, two. 



	 	

HONORS PROGRAM 
Senior History majors possessing the requisite minimum 
grade point average (3.0 in all courses and at 3.5 in all 
History courses) can choose to complete the History 
Department’s Honors Program by applying to enroll in 
CAS HI 401/402, a two-semester seminar that will guide 
students through the research and writing of a 45-50 
page Honors thesis on a subject of the student’s choice, 
grounded in primary research. The Honors Program 
offers dedicated students the opportunity to work 
closely with faculty, participate in a stimulating and 
supportive intellectual community, and engage in deep 
and sustained research on a historical topic. 
HI 401 and 402 will count jointly as a single 400- or 500-
level seminar towards completing the History major. 
Students who fulfill the requirements for HI 401 and 402 
and receive a B+ or higher in the course will graduate 
with Honors in History. 
 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
UNDERGRADUATE HISTORY ASSOCIATION 
The Undergraduate History Association (UHA) is an 
organization for history concentrators, majors and non-
majors alike. Activities include discussions, lectures, 
museum trips, and an annual undergraduate history 
conference. 
 
PHI ALPHA THETA 
Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor society, was 
established at Boston University in 1952. Membership is 
open to undergraduates and graduates concentrating in 
History. Eligibility for undergraduates is based primarily 
on high scholastic achievement in all subjects and 
especially in the field of concentration. 



	

MINOR IN HISTORY 
The purpose of the minor is to offer 
students a chance to develop their own 
particular interests in History. A minor 
concentration in History consists of six 
courses. There are no distributional 
requirements, but students must take at 
least one seminar (any CAS HI course at the 
400- or 500-level). Students can take no 
more than two courses at the 100-level. 
Students must earn a minimum grade of C 
in courses taken towards the minor 
concentration. At least three of the courses 
taken for the minor must be completed at 
Boston University. 
 

BU HUB COURSES 
Courses in the Department of History fulfill a 
wide range of units in the BU Hub, including 
Historical Consciousness, Aesthetic 
Exploration, Philosophical Inquiry and Life’s 
Meanings, Scientific Inquiry I, Social Inquiry 
I and II, The Individual in Community, Global 
Citizenship and Intercultural Literacy, 
Ethical Reasoning, Critical Thinking, 
Research and Information Literacy, 
Teamwork/Collaboration, and Creativity/ 
Innovation. 
 
 
 

For further information about the History 
Department and undergraduate program,  

email history@bu.edu 
or visit bu.edu/history. 
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