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Dr. Les Kaufman is an evolutionary ecologist who studies the 
creation, collapse and conservation of aquatic diversity. He has 
been an innovator in conservation biology for over 30 years, 
working in a variety of environments including the African 
Great Lakes, New England, and the South Pacific. 

He began in Jamaica where he bore witness to the sweeping 
loss of reef-building corals—an  early lesson about the fragility of ecosystems 
that has informed all of his work. From there his interest in evolution and 
ecology led to a study of cichlids in Lake Victoria, where Dr. Kaufman was  
able to demonstrate the complex links between biodiversity and human welfare. 

He founded the first formal international captive breeding 
programs for endangered fishes including a flagship effort for 
Lake Victoria cichlids. The work of this team helped secure 
$77 million from a UN’s funding agency for ecological and 
fisheries watershed restoration.

Dr. Kaufman brought his expertise to New England where he 
convened lawyers, fishermen, state and town councils, and biologists to develop 
new coastal management plans, and to define a common ground on which the 
culture and economy of the New England fisheries can survive. 

In 2005, in partnership with Conservation International, Dr. 
Kaufman conceived the Marine Management Area Science 
Program. As the lead scientist, he coordinated research 
on coupled human and natural coastal ecosystems across 
Belize, Brazil, Panama, Ecuador, and Fiji. The team guided 
management of existing marine reserves, yielded data that 
sparked the enlargement and establishment of new ones, and 

discovered many new species and habitats. MMAS also helped mold CI’s new 
mission, driven by a “total ecosystem” approach that integrates biodiversity 
conservation with human well-being, synthesizing natural and social science 
with a dose of common sense. 

Dr. Kaufman has influenced a generation of students through 
his teaching and mentoring. He and his colleagues have 
trained a group of East African conservation scientists, now 
established as leaders in the region. 

Dr. Kaufman embodies the passion and dedication that the 
Parker/Gentry award embodies. The Field Museum is honored 

to present the 2011 Parker/Gentry Award to Dr. Les Kaufman.

The Parker/ Gentry Award was made possible by a generous gift from an 
anonymous donor. The award honors an outstanding individual, team or organization 
whose efforts have had a significant impact on preserving the world’s rich natural 
heritage and whose actions can serve as a model to others.

The award bears the names of the late Theodore A. Parker III and Alwyn Gentry, 
ardent conservationists and leading naturalists. Parker, an ornithologist, and Gentry, 
a botanist, died on 3 August 1993, while surveying hill forests of western Ecuador. 
Parker and Gentry worked closely with Field Museum scientist on several joint efforts, 
including rapid inventories for conservation.

For more information, please visit: www.fieldmuseum.org/parkergentry.
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