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EDITORS FOREWORD

The Boston University Law Review is pleased to publish this symposium on
Sotirios Barber's The Fallacies of Sates Rights and Michael Greve's The
Upside-Down Congtitution. This symposium is the third in the Boston
University Law Review' s series of symposia on significant recent booksin law.
The distinctive format is to pick two significant books that join issue on an
important topic, invite the authors to write an essay on one another’s books,
and invite several Boston University faculty to write an essay on one or both
books.

The symposium took place on November 16, 2013 at Boston University
School of Law as one panel in alarger symposium titled “ America’s Political
Dysfunction; Constitutional Connections, Causes, and Cures.”! The title of the
panel was “Utopia as Dystopia?” The question for discussion was whether we
have reached a dysfunctional situation in which disagreement about
congtitutional visions is so fundamental that one side’s idea is the other’s
nightmare, and vice versa. The panelists considered this question with respect
to the case of Barber’s and Greve's radically opposed visions of federalism.
Barber’'s ideal of a strong national government with all powers necessary to
pursue the positive benefits proclaimed in the preamble would be Greve's
nightmare, and Greve's idea of federalism would be Barber’'s “fallacious’
nightmare. Professors Barber and Greve presented papers critiquing each
other’s books. Boston University School of Law faculty David Lyons, Abby
Moncrieff, and Larry Y ackle also presented papers in response to the books. In
this publication, we include Professor Barber’s and Professor Greve's papers
and essays by Professors Lyons and Y ackle.

We would like to thank all the participants, and most especially Professors
Barber and Greve. Thank you to Professor James Fleming, faculty advisor to
the Law Review, who conceived the series and organized this book symposium
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as well as the larger symposium on “America’s Political Dysfunction.” Thank
you as well to Dean Maureen O’ Rourke for her continuing support of the Law
Review. Finally, this publication would not be possible without the hard work
of our dedicated Law Review editorial board and staff.
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