
78  BOSTONIA  Summer 2013

FACULTY OBITUARIES   

Larry D. Atwood, 55, a 
School of Medicine professor 
of neurology and School of 
Public Health professor of 
biostatistics, on June 1, 2012.

Atwood earned bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in mathematical 
sciences from the University of  
Texas at Dallas. In 1986, he received  
a doctorate in computer science 
from the University of North Texas 
and spent the next four years in 
postdoctoral training in statistical 
genetics at the Louisiana State 
University Medical Center. 

After his postdoctoral work, Atwood 
joined the Southwest Foundation for 
Biomedical Research in San Antonio 
and later the Division of Epidemiol- 
ogy and the Institute of Human 
Genetics at the University of Min-
nesota, Minneapolis. 

In 2001, Atwood joined the Fra- 
mingham Heart Study in Boston 
as a senior geneticist. The multi-
generational epidemiological study, 
begun in 1948 by the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute of the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
has been run by BU since 1971 under  
NIH contract. 

He later cochaired the Framing- 
 ham Genetics Steering Committee  
and was director of both the Fra-
mingham Genetics Data Manage- 
ment Group and the Framingham 
Genetics Laboratory. He also was 
codirector of SNP Health Associa- 
tion Resource (SHARe), a project to 
search the human genome for genetic 
variants affecting hundreds of traits 
that have been measured in the Fra-
mingham participants since 1948. 

Atwood’s primary research inter - 
est was the genetics of complex dis-
eases, particularly obesity.  
Madeline Rosenberger (COM’14)

John W. Brackett, 75, a  
College of Engineering pro-
fessor emeritus of computer 
systems engineering, on  
September 9, 2012. 

Brackett had been a member of the 
ENG faculty since 1987. He also was 
a visiting professor in the Graduate 
School of Management, teaching 
courses in systems and software 

requirements 
definition, software 
architecture for 
distributed systems, 
and information 
technology project 
management. 

Before embark-
ing on an academic 
career, Brackett 
spent 17 years in 
industry, advancing major computer-
based systems. He was one of the 
founders of SofTech, a Boston-based 
software company, which in 15 years 
grew from a staff of 5 to more than 
700, with offices in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Japan. As 
vice president of software production, 
he managed the company’s software 
development projects for large 
commercial and government clients. 
He later was SofTech’s president and 
CEO and a director of the company 
from 1976 to 1984, and was vice 
president of the business products 
division of Infocom, Inc.

“John was a dedicated instructor 
with a vision to develop a PhD program 
in software engineering,” says David 
Castañón, an ENG professor and 
chair of the electrical and computer 
engineering department. “He joined 
the Wang Institute of Graduate Studies 
and subsequently Boston University to 
instantiate this vision, and he created 
a graduate curriculum of professional 
software engineering courses. For 
his efforts, he was nominated for 
the Metcalf Award, BU’s highest rec-
ognition for excellence in teaching.

“John became an emeritus 
professor in 1999,” Castañón says, 
“but continued contributing to the  
department’s software engineering 
efforts by teaching part-time. He 
remained passionate about his 
curricular vision over the years, 
participating in a national effort, 
the Integrated Software & Systems 
Engineering Curriculum Project, to 
develop a graduate curriculum for 
teaching software engineering.”

Beyond BU, Brackett delivered 
lectures on software engineering and 
project management for the master’s 
program in engineering management 
at Tufts University, the National 

Technological Uni-
versity, the Software 
Engineering Institute, 
the Association for 
Computing Machinery, 
and several companies 
in the United States, 
Europe, and Japan. 

Brackett also 
worked with soft- 
ware companies as  

an interim manager and consultant. 
His consulting clients included Alcatel 
Communications, Computer Sciences 
Corporation, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, J. P. Morgan, Lock- 
heed Martin, Rockwell International, 
Sci ence Applications International 
Corp oration, and the Software Produc-
tivity Consortium.

He earned a BS from MIT in 1959 
and a PhD from Purdue University in 
1963 and was a postdoctoral research 
associate at MIT’s Laboratory for 
Computer Science. Mark Dwortzan

Robert F. Slechta  
(GRS’55), 84, a College of  
Arts & Sciences professor 
emeritus of biology, on  
December 17, 2012.

Slechta was born in New York,  
N.Y., and earned bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Clark Univer- 
sity and a PhD from BU.

During his early research work 
at the Worcester Foundation for Ex-
perimental Biology, he contributed 
to the development of the birth con-
trol pill, according to the Bedford 
Minuteman. At Boston University, 
Slechta focused on reproductive 
physiology. He re tired in 1991.

A 50-year resident of Bedford, 
Mass., Slechta was a prominent figure 
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1930s
Teresa M. Hartwell 
(COM’33, SMG’33) Amherst, 
Mass.
Nathan O. Herman 
(SMG’33) Boynton Beach, 
Fla.
Robert J. Tiews (CAS’38, 
GRS’39) Ann Arbor, Mich.
Nicholas J. Fiumara 
(MED’39) Belmont, Mass.

1940s
Hazel O. B. Bundy (SED’42) 
Juno Beach, Fla.
Elizabeth J. Campbell 
(CAS’42) Boston, Mass.
Julian Ganak (SMG’42) 
Charles Town, W.Va.
Robert L. Bates (CAS’43, 
LAW’49) Great Bend, Kans.
Lillian S. Pearlstein 
(CAS’43, GRS’48) 
Swampscott, Mass.
William H. Waugh 
(CAS’43) Greenville, N.C.
Seymour R. Shalek 
(MED’45) Jamaica Plain, 
Mass.
June N. Gibbs (GRS’47) 
Middletown, R.I.
Milton Stanzler 
(LAW’47) Cranston, R.I.
Donald H. Clapperton 
(SMG’48) Sarasota, Fla.
Richard J. Gordon 
(COM’48) Darnestown, Md.
Ruth F. Merrill (SED’48) 
York, Maine
George Michaels 
(LAW’48) Naples, Fla.
Melvin H. Briggs (SMG’49) 
Southwick, Mass.
Thomas F. Carroll 
(SMG’49) Portsmouth, N.H.
Carol Lechthaler Hills 
(COM’49) Kennebunk, 
Maine
Raymond F. Laramie 
(LAW’49) Saint Louis, Mo.
Katherine C. McElaney 
(SED’49) West Falmouth, 
Mass.
Moira Davison Reynolds 
(GRS’49,’52) Cincinnati, 
Ohio
Ellen L. Stevens (CAS’49, 
GRS’50) Cambridge, N.Y.
Rollin C. Williams 
(SSW’49) East Lyme, Conn.

1950s
Isabel Ella Demmon 
(SON’50) Fitchburg, Mass. 

George Irving Haynes 
(SMG’50) Port Huron, Mich.
Margaret Nevin (SON’50) 
Virginia Beach, Va.
Louis M. Pelosi (SED’50) 
Saugus, Mass.
Franklin P. Taplin 
(CFA’50) South Hadley, 
Mass.
Robert J. Bullock 
(CAS’51) Sharon, Mass.
Jane Cookson (SON’51) 
San Bernardino, Calif.
Louis G. Maglio 
(SED’51,’53) North Andover, 
Mass.
Ernest R. Pendleton 
(SMG’51) Melrose, Mass.
Lois H. Richardson 
(CFA’51) Williamsville, N.Y.
Ruth K. Simons (SED’51) 
Marblehead, Mass.
Elena M. Volante (CAS’51) 
Newtonville, Mass.
John O’Sullivan Francis 
(SMG’52) Cambridge, Mass.
Dudley Whittlesey Hall 
(CAS’52) Wayland, Mass.
Earl D. Haywood 
(STH’52,’58) Concord, Mass.
Leroy Klein (GRS’52,’58) 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio
Mary E. Corkery (SED’53) 
Dunstable, Mass.
Dwight D. Darrah 
(STH’53) Tulsa, Okla.
Helen Moriarty (SED’53) 
Hyannis, Mass.
Barbara J. Rittenburg 
(SED’53) Sharon, Mass.
Andrew M. Brown 
(CFA’54,’55) Monticello, Ky.
Kenneth Fuller (ENG’54) 
Amesbury, Mass.
Robert B. Goodspeed 
(DGE’54) Fort Myers, Fla.
Marco J. Landon (SED’54) 
Fitchburg, Mass.
David S. MacNeill 
(DGE’52, COM’54) 
Framingham, Mass.
Donald M. Rothberg 
(COM’54) Washington, D.C.
William A. Chamberlain 
(STH’55) Fulton, Mo.
Stephen J. Cucinotta 
(CGS’55) Norwood, Mass.
Ruth A. Danforth 
(CAS’55) Ipswich, Mass.
Linwood W. Dutton 
(SMG’55) Augusta, Maine
John Stephen Mullen 
(COM’55) Feeding Hills, 
Mass. 

Joseph W. Bachak, Jr. 
(CFA’56) Merritt Island, 
Fla.
Robert S. Yamane 
(SMG’56) Wailuku, Hawaii
William T. Jackson 
(ENG’57) Wilmington, N.C.
Constance G. Loynes 
(SED’57) Westport, Conn.
Victor L. MacNeil (CAS’57, 
GRS’58) Hingham, Mass.
John F. O’Connor 
(MED’57) North Falmouth, 
Mass.
Kiva Skolnick (CAS’57) 
Beverly, Mass.
Thomas F. Broderick 
(SMG’58) Winnisquam, 
N.H.
John F. Donahue (LAW’58) 
Springfield, Mass.
Vivian Fox (GRS’58,’69) 
Brookline, Mass.
Richard D. Zonis 
(MED’58) Scottsdale, Ariz.
James C. Braid (STH’59) 
Hartland, Mich.
Ralph George Lubitz 
(CAS’59) Stevens Point, Wis.
John D. McKinlay 
(SMG’59) Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich.
Charles N. Wanosky 
(SMG’59) Stamford, Conn.
Joseph A. Zaitchik 
(GRS’59,’65) Wayland, 
Mass.

1960s
Gail Elinor Molloy 
(SAR’60) Cotuit, Mass.
George M. Murphy 
(SED’60) Barkhamsted, 
Conn.
John L. Quinn (CAS’60) 
Mercersburg, Pa.
Ralph E. Chambers 
(SED’61) Dennis Port, Mass.
James J. Doty (COM’61) 
Wellesley Hills, Mass.
Richard J. Troy (CAS’61, 
GRS’62) Everett, Mass.
Jack I. Zalkind (LAW’61) 
Boston, Mass.
Marcia D. Bellermann 
(CAS’62, SED’64) Fitchburg, 
Mass.
Haven L. Breslaw (CAS’62) 
Brookline, Mass.
Agnes Teresa Meany 
(SON’62) Emmitsburg, Md.
Richard M. Palanza 
(GRS’62) North Easton, 
Mass.

Henry Morton Robinson 
(CAS’62) Chelmsford, Mass.
C. Alan Anderson 
(GRS’63) Holiday, Fla.
John Russell Duggan 
(LAW’63) Dedham, Mass.
John G. Stranz (CGS’63) 
Guilford, Conn.
John Thomas (SED’63) 
Brockton, Mass.
John Fitzpatrick 
(CAS’64) Fort Pierce, Fla.
James E. White (GRS’64) 
Orange City, Fla.
Gerard F. Armstrong 
(SMG’65) Waltham, Mass.
Robert M. Francis 
(SED’66) Palm Coast, Fla.
Francis X. Prout (CAS’66, 
GRS’69, GSM’71) Norfolk, 
Mass.
Geneva S. Hamill (STH’67) 
Lynn, Mass.
Robert E. Hughes 
(STH’67) Issaquah, Wash.
Mary Malone Sullivan 
(SED’67) Lake Worth, Fla.
Daniel J. Abramson 
(CAS’68) Jupiter, Fla.
Dorothy B. Parker 
(SED’68) Lynnfield, Mass.
Shirley A. Wagoner 
(SED’68) Huntingdon, Pa.
Mary Chandler Duncan 
(SED’69) Boothbay Harbor, 
Maine
Albert Louis Elias 
(CAS’69) Jupiter, Fla.
Barbara A. Lyons (SON’69) 
Pensacola, Fla.
John A. Raabe (GRS’69,’77) 
East Hartland, Conn.

1970s
Douglas Lee Burwick 
(LAW’71) Shrewsbury, Mass.
Lynn E. Harvey (CFA’71) 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Annie Polcari (SED’71, 
SPH’72) North Falmouth, 
Mass.
Ernest Puglise (CFA’71) 
Milford, Conn.
Robert Chandler 
(LAW’72) Delray Beach, Fla.
Varina M. Steuert 
(CAS’72) Darien, Conn.
Kenneth M. Wortman 
(SDM’72) Tamarac, Fla.
Fred E. Allen (SED’73) 
Dennysville, Maine
Dorothy J. Mulcahy 
(CAS’73) Bridgewater, 
Mass. 

Ophelia Phillips-Scott 
(SED’74) Williamsburg, Va.
James E. Harris (LAW’75) 
Little Rock, Ark.
Terry Levin (SED’75) 
Framingham, Mass.
Joseph E. Paris (MED’75) 
Marietta, Ga.
Charles M. Lyons (SED’78) 
Scarborough, Maine
Nilda M. Miranda 
(SED’78) Miami, Fla.
David W. Faulkner 
(COM’79) Buzzards Bay, 
Mass.

1980s
Dianne C. McClave 
(SON’80) Kennebunk, 
Maine
Jay M. Palermo (SED’80) 
Salem, Mass.
Helen Bray-Garretson 
(GRS’83,’85) Sheffield, 
Mass.
Jonathan Samen 
(LAW’83) Lexington, Mass.
Irene Good (CAS’85, 
GRS’86) Westwood, Mass.
Maureen S. Brydon 
(GSM’87) Dayton, Maine
Julie L. Mandarino 
(GSM’87) Cambridge, Mass.
Christopher David 
Walsh (CAS’87) Malden, 
Mass.
Ian Reed Axelrod 
(SMG’89, GSM’89)  
Syosset, N.Y.

1990s
Robert Broadbent 
(ENG’90) Quincy, Mass.
Gerard M. Meluso 
(GSM’90) Colorado Springs, 
Colo.
Colette Parsons 
(COM’92) Baldwinsville, 
N.Y.
Lorraine Ruby (CFA’92) 
Norton, Mass.
Elizabeth J. Pentleton 
(MET’93) Watertown, Mass.

2000s
Mercedes Ramirez-
Newkirk (SSW’02) 
Worcester, Mass.
Vivian Lin (SMG’05) 
Oakland Gardens, N.Y.
Bridget (Mooney) 
spence (CAS’05) Sudbury, 
Mass.
Elizabeth Wolf (SMG’05) 
Ambler, Pa.

IN MEMORIAM

in town, and he had a keen interest 
in preserving its history. He was 
a member of the Historic District 
Commission, the Historic Preserva - 
tion Commission, and the Friends of 
the Bedford Free Public Library.  
He also served as president of the 
Bedford Historical Society from 1994 

to 1997. Much of his involvement in  
the town was centered on the Old 
Burial Ground. According to the 
Bedford Historical Society, Slechta 
helped secure grants from the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission to 
repair and restore broken gravestones 
and tombs. He also was the guide for 

Bedford’s third graders during the 
annual Walk of His toric Bedford. In 
2010, Slechta was named Bed ford’s 
Citizen of the Year. “He was always 
learning something new,” his son Marc 
Slechta told the Minuteman. “He really 
enjoyed the historic part of our town.” 
Casey Rackham (COM’13) p


