
Ferrell. E-mail Sarah at sarah 
.smith.a@gmail.com.

2006
Julie Ann Clark (CAS’06) of 
Austin, Tex., is a Peace Corps 
volunteer, teaching secondary 
education English in Mauritania. 
Contact her at julie.ann.clark@
gmail.com.

Colleen Cormier (SPH’06) of 
Londonderry, N.H., writes that 
she enjoys her new position with 
the pharmaceutical company 
Allergen Medical. Colleen is 
the New England regional co-
ordinator of a clinical research 
study for a medical device for 
cosmetic and plastic surgery. 
E-mail her at colleencormier@
gmail.com.

Karla Fossett (COM’06) of 
Hollis, Maine, is the script 
supervisor on the DiBacco 
Films production Willows Way, 
recently released domestically 
and internationally by York 
Entertainment. E-mail her at 
karla.fossett@gmail.com.

Reilly Moore (CAS’06) of 
Beverly, Mass., became en-
gaged to David Glasser in 
February 2008. Many of her 
Alpha Delta Pi sisters plan on 
attending the fall 2009 wed-
ding. Reilly is an assistant ad-
ministrator for Whittier Health 
Network. You can e-mail her at  
reillymoore@gmail.com.

2007
Mikki-Jean Burzon (CGS’05, 
COM’07) of San Jose, Costa 
Rica, took a yearlong teaching 
position in Costa Rica through 
WorldTeach, a Harvard 
University–sponsored volun-
teer organization. Mikki-Jean 
lives with a host family and 
spends her days teaching 
English to the area students, 
many of whom belong to the 
country’s large indigenous 
community.

Josh Gee (CAS’07, COM’07) of 
Boston, Mass., is an assistant 
account executive in the pub-
lic affairs group at Edelman 
Communications. E-mail him at 
josh.gee@edelman.com.

Amanda Laura Geller (CAS’07) 
of Hampton, N.H., is a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Guatemala. 
After graduation from volunteer 
training in July, Amanda will be 
training youth in life skills and 
health education.

Stevie Lee Lundgren (COM’07) 
of Arroyo Grande, Calif., a 
marketing assistant with the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, attended the 
Academy Awards in February. 
Stevie coordinated red-carpet 
relations for both sponsors and 
fans in the bleacher seats on the 
night of the show.

Charles Maranto (MET’07) of 
Ashburn, Va., created a Yahoo 
group for BU alumni. “It’s for 
anyone and everyone who grad-
uated from BU,” he writes. “Feel 
free to talk about whatever you 
desire.” Check out the forum at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
bostonuniversityalumni.

Kaitlin McDonough (CFA’07) 
of Venice, Italy, exhibited her 
paintings and etchings in her 
first solo show, Some Places 
Where Energy Hides, at the 
Galleria Sotoportego in Venice. 
You can contact her at kaitlin@ 
kaitlinmcdonough.com.

Stephanie Stender (COM’07) 
of Middlefield, Conn., recently 
worked on America’s Ballroom 
Challenge, a five-hour PBS spe-
cial on the world of competitive 
ballroom dancing that aired in 
January and February. Before 
that, she worked on Antiques 
Roadshow and America’s Test 
Kitchen, both on PBS. E-mail 
her at doorstopproductions 
@yahoo.com.

Quinn Strassel (COM’07) of 
Brookline, Mass., is an enter-
tainment jockey for OurStage 
.com, a Web site that hosts tal-
ent competitions for emerg-  
ing artists in music and film. 
Quinn tours the country inter-
viewing musicians, actors, and 
other indie artists and intro-
duces OurStage fans to the 
most popular artists on the  
site. Contact Quinn at quinn  
@ourstage.com.
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ROGER VOISIN, a College of 
Fine Arts professor emeritus 
of music, was one of the most 
influential trumpet players 
of the twentieth century. He 
taught at BU for twenty-five 
years after retiring from the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
In his long professional career 
— at seventeen, he became the 
youngest musician ever to join 
the BSO — and in his academic 
life, Voisin was known for his 
cool French style and a calm, 
unwavering dedication to his 
music. He died on February 13 
at age eighty-nine.

“He was not the master of 
music, he was the servant of 
music,” says Joel Sheveloff, a 
CFA professor of musicology. 
“He cared more about the music 
than he did about the people, 
although he cared a lot about 
the people. That’s rare.”

At BU, Voisin was just as 
humble in his approach to teach-
ing as he was with his playing. 
“The only person every body 
loved was Voisin,” says Sheveloff. 

A native of Angers, France, 
Voisin moved to Boston at age 
eleven. His father, Rene, joined 
the BSO, and Voisin wasn’t far 
behind. The summer he was fif-
teen, he played with the Boston 
Pops; two years later, in 1935, he 
auditioned for BSO conductor 
Sergey Koussevitzky. Although 
his father had sparked Voisin’s 

    FACULTY OBITUARIES

love of the trumpet by giving 
him his first lessons, he balked 
at the idea of his son joining him 
on stage.

 “My father said, ‘No, it’s ri-
diculous,’” Voisin said in a 1993 
interview with WGBH. “It took 
him about four days to change 
his mind.” Still, Voisin found 
himself hesitant about joining 
such a prestigious institution. 
“Can you imagine . . . beginning 
with the BSO?” he asked. “If 
you’re playing in a small orches-
tra or a student orchestra, you 
can be very good, but if it’s out 
of tune, it’s out of tune. Here, if it 
was out of tune, it was me.”

Voisin briefly left the BSO to 
serve in the Navy during World 
War II. He returned to the sym-
phony and became principal 
trumpet in 1950, a post he held 
for fifteen years. While he most 
often played and recorded with 
an orchestra, Voisin also pro-
duced several solo albums that 
according to the Boston Globe, 
brought “the trumpet’s charms 
as a solo instrument to the ears 
of a broader public.” 

“He could imitate the Italian 
style, the German style, even 
Louis Armstrong,” Sheveloff 
remembers. “When he played 
like himself, he was very precise, 
very subtle, but expressive in 
the French style.”

In 1973, Voisin retired from 
the BSO and joined the faculty 

 A “SERVANT OF MUSIC”



at CFA. He also taught at the 
Tanglewood Music Center and 
the New England Conservatory 
and edited more than forty 
editions of trumpet works for 
International Music. He chaired 
the wind, percussion, and harp 
department at BU until his re-
tirement in 1998. Throughout his 
life, he influenced hundreds of 
budding musicians.

“There isn’t a professional 
orchestra anywhere in the world 
that doesn’t have a Voisin stu-
dent,” Sheveloff says. KATIE KOCH

BERNHARD W. ANDERSON, 91, 
former School of Theology 
adjunct professor of Old Tes-
tament theology, on Decem-  
ber 26, 2007.

Anderson, who taught at 
BU from 1984 to 1996, was one 
of the twentieth century’s fore-
most Old Testament scholars. 
He is best remembered for 
his textbook Understanding the 
Old Testament, first published 
in 1957 and since reprinted in 
many languages and several 
editions. The book set sales 
records worldwide, an achieve-
ment due not only to a renewed 
interest in the Old Testament 
among Christians, but also to 
Anderson’s accessible, down-to-
earth style of writing.

“As an author, his effortless 
prose addresses readers per-
sonally and without scholarly 
pretension, a style that he also 
brought to lectures and ser-
mons,” the Society of Biblical 
Literature wrote in a tribute to 
Anderson.

The son of an itinerant 
preacher, Anderson was born 
on the Missouri frontier. He 
received religion degrees from 
the College of the Pacific and 
the Pacific School of Religion 
and was ordained in the United 
Methodist Church in 1939. He 
went on to earn a doctorate in 
Old Testament studies from 
Yale Divinity School.

Anderson taught at several 
universities, including Colgate 
University, the University of 
North Carolina, and Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. He 
was dean of the Theological 
School of Drew University in 
New Jersey from 1954 to 1968. 

In 1968, he settled at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, where he 
remained until his retirement 
in 1983. The next year, he joined 
the BU School of Theology as an 
adjunct professor. He continued 
to publish Bible study guides 
and to lead Bible study groups 
around the world.

He received the Society 
of Biblical Literature’s Julian 
Morgenstern Award for his ef-
forts to spread biblical scholar-
ship to a broad audience. KK

MERRILL L. EBNER, 76, College of 
Engineering professor emeritus, 
on March 27. 

A key figure in the college’s 
transformation and an architect 
of the field of manufacturing 
engineering, Ebner retired from 
full-time faculty work at the end 
of 2006 after a forty-two-year 
career at BU. 

“Merrill was an icon,” says 
College of Engineering Dean 
Kenneth R. Lutchen. “The Bos-  
ton University College of Engi-
neering would not be where it 
is today without his numerous 
and enduring contributions 
during a career that spanned 
five decades. Merrill was loved 
and respected by generations 
of students and colleagues. I 
personally will be forever grate-
ful to him for his friendship and 
mentoring when I first arrived at 
BU as a junior faculty member 
twenty-four years ago. We are 
saddened by his loss, but com-
forted to know that students will 
benefit from Merrill’s legacy for 
many years to come.”

Ebner was among a small 
group of faculty hired in the 

early 1960s to help build the 
College of Engineering. When 
he was recruited in 1964, the 
college had only recently been 
renamed, having begun in 1950 
as the College of Industrial 
Technology. 

In his lab, Ebner was devel-
oping a new engineering disci-
pline, focused on product devel-
opment and design: manufactur-
ing engineering. He was instru-
mental in defining the discipline 
as separate from industrial and 
mechanical engineering, and he 
led the successful effort to get 
the BU manufacturing engineer-
ing department accredited. He 
was its chair from 1969 to 1986. 
In 1989, BU awarded the first 
manufacturing engineering 
Ph.D. in the United States.

In the early 1970s, college 
enrollment ebbed, and the 
University looked to Ebner’s 
skills and engaging personality 
to turn things around as dean  
ad interim.

He succeeded. BU President 
Emeritus John Silber (Hon.’95) 
recalled in 2006 that “the per sonal 
attention offered by Pro fessor 
Ebner and other colleagues cre-
ated an atmosphere in the school 
that made it highly attractive to 
prospective students.”

Every undergraduate in the 
manufacturing engineering pro-
gram took at least one course 
with Ebner, who never lost his 
enthusiasm for the subject mat-
ter or his ability to connect with 
students. Just months before his 
retirement, manufacturing engi-
neering students voted him the 
department’s best teacher.

Roger Dorf (ENG’70), presi-
dent and chief executive officer 
of Navini Networks, established 
the Merrill L. Ebner Fund at the 
College of Engineering in 2003 to 
benefit student-based programs 
that encourage creative design 
in manufacturing engineering. 
“When it came time to give back 
to the places that made me,” 
Dorf said, “he stood out in my 
memory. He changed the way I 
look at things.”

In 1996, Ebner took over the 
college’s Distance Learning 
Program, which then consisted 
largely of satellite-fed lectures 
delivered to students gathered 

in conference rooms. As he pre-
pared to retire in 2006, he was 
fine-tuning software, now in use, 
that allows students real-time 
audio and video interaction with 
their professors and classmates 
via laptop. 

Donations in Ebner’s mem-
ory may be made to the Boston 
University Merrill L. Ebner 
Fund, College of Engineering 
Alumni and Development Office, 
44 Cumminton St., Boston, MA 
02215. MICHAEL G. SEELE

JOHN MICHAEL HARRISON, 91, 
College of Arts and Sciences 
professor emeritus of psychol-
ogy, on November 30, 2007. 

Harrison taught behavioral 
and physiological psychology at 
BU from 1948 to 1979. An emi-
nent researcher throughout his 
career, he was demanding of his 
undergraduate and graduate 
students alike.

“He did not mitigate the 
complexity nor the difficulty 
nor the implications of the 
subjects he taught,” says Fabio 
Idrobo (GRS’85), a CAS labora-
tory manager and lecturer in 
psychology and Harrison’s for-
mer teaching fellow. “He never 
sugar coated the material.”

Early in his career, Harrison 
pioneered research into the 
neuroanatomy of the auditory 
system. His studies of the audi-
tory brainstem are preserved in 
the Harrison Slide Collection at 
the National Museum of Health 
and Medicine in Washington, 
D.C., which explores the history 
and practice of American and 
military medicine.

At BU, Harrison began to 
conduct experiments on the 
hearing and auditory systems 
of mammals. Using bats, cats, 
monkeys, apes, and dolphins, 
he studied the link between an 
animal’s behavior and the de-
mands of its natural acoustic 
environment. 

Later Harrison took up the 
passion of his late father, a re-
nowned pipe organ builder. In 
1996, he began publishing a se-
ries of journal articles on organ 
acoustics and how organ sounds 
are perceived psychologically. 

“He had three careers,” 
Idrobo says, “but they were all 
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