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it’s not exactly a journey 
to the center of the earth, 
but by drilling deep into 
the ground, Bu plans 
to harness the earth’s 
natural energy to heat 
one of its Commonwealth 
avenue buildings. 

last spring, construc-
tion workers drilled a 
series of six wells 1,500 
feet deep — that’s twice 
the height of the John 
hancock building — and 
6 inches wide into the 
land adjacent to the 
former Fellsway Motor 
Mart, at 882 through 
888 Commonwealth av-
enue. the building, which 
is being renovated, cur-
rently houses the kidney 
Center. after the project 
is completed, in June, it 
will accommodate the 
university’s Center for 
english language and 
orientation Programs 
classrooms, the interna-
tional Programs offices, 
and several retail shops 
and restaurants. and it 
will be the university’s 
first geothermal building.

using well water as 
a medium, the system 
draws upon the earth’s 
energy to warm the 
water to a constant 
temperature of approxi-
mately fifty-five degrees, 

says Patrick Watson-
hogan, president of ZVi 
Construction Co., which 
manages the construc-
tion of the project. it then 
pumps the water out of 
the wells and into a heat 
exchanger. 

During the winter, the 
heat exchanger uses heat 
that is transferred from 
the earth to the heat 
pump, which compresses 
the air to raise its tem-
perature. in the summer, 
it absorbs excess heat 
from the air and blows 
the cooled air back into 
the building.

Geothermal systems 
are rare — only a handful 
exist in the Boston area, 
including one at trinity 
Church and another at a 
school in Newton — but 
the technique dates 
back to the early 1900s. 
Recent improvements 
in materials, equip-
ment, and installation 
procedures have made 
the system more viable, 
Watson-hogan says.

“Geothermal systems 
make up only about 1 
percent of heating and 
cooling systems through-
out the country,” says 
Michael Difabio, the uni-
versity’s associate vice 
president for property 
acquisition. “as a general 
rule, we’re always looking 
into whatever energy-
saving methods we can 
employ in the redevelop-
ment of our buildings.”

While the initial cost 
of installing a geothermal 
system is higher than 
conventional heating, 
ventilating, and air condi-
tioning systems, Difabio 
expects the project to 
pay for itself within the 
first seven to nine years. 

Because they do not 
depend on fossil fuels 
or natural gas, geother-
mal systems are highly 
energy-efficient, says 
Watson-hogan. “and 
because you’re not burn-
ing anything, the main-
tenance and operation 
costs are significantly 
lower, and the process is 
much cleaner and quiet-
er,” he says. “your larg-
est piece of equipment is 
the size of a conference 
room table, so there’s no 
need for a boiler room.” 
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two top 
executives Named 
to Bu Boards
Christine Poon joins 
trustees, Lucy Halperin 
joins overseers
Christine a. Poon, a former top 
pharmaceutical industry executive, 
and lucy landesman 
halperin, the first female 
president of Tee Pee 
Olives/Italica Imports, 
were appointed to 
University leadership 
positions at the Board 
of Trustees meeting in December. 
Poon, former vice chairman of 
Johnson & Johnson’s board of 
directors and worldwide chairman of 
its Pharmaceuticals Group and now 
dean of Ohio  
State University’s Fisher College  
of Business, joins the Board of 
Trustees. Halperin joins the Board  
of Overseers.

Poon (GSM’83) began her career 
with Johnson & Johnson in 2000 as 

company group chair 
for pharmaceuticals. 
In 2003, she was 
appointed worldwide 
chairman, medicines 
and nutritionals. 
She was elected to 

the Johnson & Johnson board of 
directors and named a vice chairman 
of the board in 2005.

Halperin (CGS’75, SMG’77) is 
the owner and president of Tee 
Pee Olives/Italica Imports, a third-
generation family-owned business, 
which packs and distributes olives 
and olive oil. 

Her late husband, Richard 
Halperin (CGS’74, COM’76), was 
the chief operating officer of the 
Quellos Group, LLC, an investment 
management firm. He was the 
recipient of a Distinguished Alumni 
Award from the College of General 
Studies and served on the College 
of Communication Dean’s Advisory 
Board.  Ju

Drilling for energy
Geothermal system to heat Comm. Ave. building

the redevelopment 
of 882 through 888 

Commonwealth avenue 
includes a geothermal 

heating and cooling 
system, the first at  
Boston university. 
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