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NEWS RELEASE




 

For Immediate Release 




Thursday, June 5, 2003
SAVING THE REGION’S WETLANDS THROUGH EDUCATION

Between Tuesday June 10th and Tuesday June 17th, the Society for the Study and Conservation of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB), the largest single regional organization devoted to wildlife conservation issues in the Caribbean, will host three nation-wide workshops over six days focusing on wetland conservation, in Kingston, Montego Bay and Port Antonio.   

The workshops are part of a regional educational program of the Society built around the newly published 276-page Teacher’s Resource Book - Wondrous West Indian Wetlands. The project seeks to raise awareness of the importance and value of the region’s threatened wetland ecosystems and their wildlife, including the West Indian Whistling-Duck, an endangered and beautiful resident of several of Jamaica’s wetlands.  Overseas facilitators Michele Kading (Head Interpretor, Oak Hammock Marsh, Canada) and Lisa Sorenson, (Ecologist, Boston University, Wetlands Conservation Project Coordinator) will lead the workshops.  Since the beginning of the year the workshops have been successfully held in the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Antigua, and Trinidad and Tobago.
Manager of the Ridge to Reef Watershed Project, Mark Nolan, applauded the activity noting that the focus on the lower watersheds was critical for the island given the rapid destruction of wetlands and their vital role in flood control, floodwater storage, coastal protection, soil conservation, improved water quality, as fish nurseries, wildlife habitat, and for ground water recharge. In the 20th century over 50% of the world’s remaining wetland areas were destroyed with much of this occurring in and around our region.

Other collaborating organizations on the project in Jamaica are the Institute of Jamaica, BirdLife Jamaica, the National Environment and Planning Agency, the Montego Bay Marine Park, Portland Environmental Protection Association, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), St. Ann Protection Association and the Jamaica Environmental Trust.
XXX


Note to Editors:
1. The Society for the Study of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB) is a non-profit organization whose goals are to promote the scientific study and conservation of Caribbean birds, and their habitats, to provide a link among island ornithologists and those elsewhere, to provide a written forum for researchers in the region, and to provide data or technical aid to conservation groups in the Caribbean.

website: http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/SCO/index.html
2. The Ridge to Reef Watershed Project (R2RW) is a five-year, US$ 6million initiative between the Government of Jamaica’s National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) addressing the degradation of watersheds in Jamaica by improving and sustaining the management of natural resources in targeted watershed areas that are both environmentally and economically significant.  www.r2rw-jm.org 

3. Other collaborating organizations on this project are the Institute of Jamaica, BirdLife Jamaica, the National Environment and Planning Agency, the Montego Bay Marine Park, Portland Protection Association, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), St. Ann Protection Association and the Jamaica Conservation and Development Trust.
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