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SAVING THE REGION’S WETLANDS THROUGH EDUCATION
The Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB), the largest single regional organization devoted to wildlife conservation issues in the Caribbean, will bring its West Indian Whistling-Duck and Wetlands Conservation Project to the Cayman Islands this week, states the organisation’ s Board Member, Patricia E. Bradley. A two day workshop for Government and private school teachers from Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman focusing on wetlands education will be held at the Bodden Town Primary School, Thursday 22 and Friday 23 Jan. The workshop is funded by the SCSCB and hosted by the Education Department. Science Education Officer, Fred Speirs, has arranged for 45 teachers to attend and the Department has provided the venue, funded transport for a field trip and meals for participants. The Minister of Education, Hon. Roy Bodden will open the workshop and presentations will be made by the Department of the Environment, the National Trust and the Cayman WildLife Connection.

The workshop is part of a region-wide public education and awareness program organised since 1997 by a branch of the Society, the West Indian Whistling-Duck and Wetlands Working Group, Co-Chairs Lisa Sorenson and Patricia E. Bradley. It seeks to raise awareness of the importance and value of the region’s threatened wetland ecosystems and their wildlife,  including the West Indian Whistling-Duck, a globally threatened species found in the Greater Antilles, Bahamas and Antigua. The aim is to strengthen the framework for regional conservation of natural resources, in line with its goal of sustainable development and the protection of the environment.  The programme has received substantial institutional support and funding from many international organisations including the US Fish and Wildlife Service, American Bird Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited Canada, BirdLife International, and The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, UK.


The workshops are built around the newly published 276-page Wondrous West Indian Wetlands: Teachers’ Resource Book written by the SCSCB. The handbook is a complete resource for teaching about wetlands, with background information on ecological concepts and natural history, field techniques, and detailed instructions for student activities and projects.  Recent funding has allowed the handbook to be published in Spanish and French, which will extend workshops throughout the entire Caribbean.  One hundred copies have been donated to the Education Department to supply all schools in the Cayman Islands. During the workshops, teachers are trained in the use of the handbook so they can incorporate the same activities and approaches in their own classrooms, field trips, or other public education events. Companion materials include wetland birds identification cards, WIWD posters, colouring books, conservation buttons, slide show, field trip notebook and puppet show, and a wetland field guide is soon to be developed. 

The workshop will be run by the regional project coordinator, Dr. Lisa Sorenson, an ecologist from Boston University, together with Michele Kading, Chief Educator for the Canadian Oak Hammock Marsh. Dr Sorenson commented ‘The workshops promote recognition of the importance of wetlands in safeguarding human health.  Wetlands play a vital role in flood control, coastal protection, soil conservation, improved water quality, as fish nurseries, wildlife habitat, and for ground water recharge. We are really excited about bringing this project to the Cayman Islands and hope this will be the beginning of a long and productive partnership.” The project has held successful workshops in the Bahamas, Antigua, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Cuba, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. 

 “We are really looking forward to working with the SCSCB,” said Fred Speirs, “I have seen the positive outcomes of this project in other Caribbean countries and I am confident we can have the same success in Cayman Islands.”

The Society for the Study of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB) is a non-profit organization whose goals are to promote the scientific study and conservation of Caribbean birds, and their habitats, to provide a link among island ornithologists and those elsewhere, to provide a written forum for researchers in the region, and to provide data or technical aid to conservation groups in the Caribbean.
Website for the West Indian Whistling-duck and Wetlands Conservation project: www.whistlingduck.org
Website for the Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds: http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/SCO/index.html
