The W. E. H. Lecky Papers at Trinity College, Dublin, include three letters from J. F. Stephen, nos. 36 (15 July 1865), 39 (8 Nov. 1865), and 198 (9 June 1880).  The first two are of considerable interest, as they have to do with substantive differences between the two men.

#36 – JFS has received the second edition of Lecky’s book (of the History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, apparently) and sends a copy of his General View.

Their differences over utilitarianism: “As to utilitarianism I think we should perhaps differ less than you think.”  Refers to an article in Cornhill (not clear which one)—how conscience differs with time and place, “witness not only the Phaedo but polygamy and concubinage…slavery, war, and asceticism.”

Is writing, for Fraser’s, a review of Lecky’s History, based on a conversation they’d had at Spottiswood [?]. 

That review is the subject of the next letter.

#37 – JFS is replying to letters he had received in the summer—he had not written earlier, because “my answers to each part of them were of necessity so elaborate that they have taken the form of articles.”

One article was published the Saturday Review on 2 September, “The Rights of Conscience” (republished in Horae Sabbaticae).  It “was written with a good deal of tacit reference to your letter, and…contains in outline my view of moral philosophy.”

Concerning his review of the History, which appears in that month’s Fraser’s, JFS writes, “I am not satisfied with it,” because it was finished in haste.  “I am quite sure you will not be offended at its plainness of speech and of criticism for you must be sick of compliments.”  They differ as between nominalism and realism, “but upon practical questions I agree with you heartily and I like your book in many ways immensely, much more than you would suppose from the way in which I have reviewed it.”

