               How to Thank Your Audience

                      in Correct English

At many of the Berklee recitals that I've gone to that were presented by a student whose native language isn't English, the presenter made the mistake of saying, "Thank you for coming my recital."  This mistake makes a speaker sound like someone who has spoken English for less than a year.

A CORRECT SENTENCE:      "Thank you for coming to my recital."

AN INCORRECT SENTENCE:   "Thank you for coming  my recital."

You can remind yourself of this problem at the right time by attaching a note, now, to a jacket, hat or necklace that you expect to wear at your recital (or to the music score).  Or you can spend a minute, now, repeating the correct sentence many times.

Because of the R and L, "recital" is often mispronounced by my students and former students.  You could say, instead, "Thank you for coming to my show" or "Thank you for coming to my concert."

The word "to" isn’t a stressed syllable.  Its vowel sound isn't the vowel sound in "too."  It’s a schwa (the vowel sound in "the").

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please don't let the above issues make you decide not to send me the date of your recital!  

