The Staten Island Ferry

This is a commuter ship that goes back and forth between the southern tip of Manhattan and Staten Island.  It passes near the Statue of Liberty.  The ride lasts 20 minutes each way.  It doesn't cost anything.

DIRECTIONS from Manhattan: 

--BY CAR: 

Take the West Side Highway southbound or the FDR Drive southbound.  Exit at Battery Park.  Parking is limited and expensive.  The subway is better.
--BY SUBWAY: 

Take any of these trains: the #4 or #5 Lexington Avenue express train to Bowling Green; the N or R local train to Whitehall Street; the #1 or #9 Seventh Avenue local train to South Ferry. 

--BY BUS: Broadway M6 bus to South Ferry (the last stop).
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cloisters 

http://www.metmuseum.org/events/ev_cloisters.asp

This is a park and museum at the top of a hill in northern Manhattan.  There's a view of the rivers in two or three directions and the land beyond them.  The museum was a French monastery built about 800 years ago that was carried to New York from France in pieces and reassembled.  There's live music (classical, renaissance or medieval) there at about 1 PM on Saturdays or Sundays or both.

DIRECTIONS:

http://www.metmuseum.org/visitor/index.asp#DirectionsCloisters

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Binghamton's

(a restaurant that is a non-traveling ship in the Hudson River)

725 River Road 

Edgewater, New Jersey

(201) 941-2300 

http://www.ferrybinghamtons.com/

Prices: Appetizers $3.95 to $10.95 entrees $11.95 to $29.95.

200 blocks of Manhattan (almost the whole length of the island) can be seen from the ship.  If you are there when the sun is setting, you see it reflecting in Manhattan's many windows.

There is a different restaurant-ship, which is a Korean restaurant, right next to Binghamton's.
DIRECTIONS from NYC:

Take the George Washington Bridge's upper level.  Stay to the right.  Exit at Fort Lee 67-9W/Hudson Terrace.  Make a right onto Hudson Terrace.  Curve to the left at the first intersection.  Go 2.25 miles on River Road, until Loew's Theater.  Make a left into the Shopping Center.  Walk toward the river.

