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This document provides an interface by which you can access digitized
QuickTime movies exemplifying the grammatical ASL constructions cited in
NKBAM 1997, as signed by native signers. On the pages that follow, the examples
are presented in gloss form. Next to the examples are one or more movie icons
(multiple icons indicate that multiple sample movies are available; in some cases,
the example is signed by more than one native signer). Click on a movie icon to
view the associated sample movie. Note that in order for the links to the movies to
work correctly, the movie files must be located in a subfolder/directory named
“movies”; the “movies” directory and this document should be located in the same
folder/directory.

In some cases, the sample movie may contain vocabulary that is different from
the cited example (i.e., a different name, a different noun, etc.); however, the movie
still serves to illustrate the relevant construction.

For further information related to this document, or to other aspects of the
American Sign Language Linguistic Research Project, please visit our web site:
http://www.bu.edu/ASLLRP.
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differences in glosses
  Differences between the original gloss and the signed example are noted in notes, like this one.  These notes are limited in that very little text formatting is allowed. In particular, these notes do not permit underlining or subscripts. Thus, non-manual labels within such notes are not underlined; however, the label serves to mark the (rightmost) extent of the non-manual marking. In addition, subscript in the original gloss have been omitted.


(1) JOHN BUY HOUSE
‘John bought a house.’

y/n
(2) JOHN BUY HOUSE
‘Did John buy a house?’

wh
(3) JOHN BUY “WHAT”
‘What did John buy?’

neg
(4) JOHN NOT BUY HOUSE
‘John did not buy a house.’

neg
(5) a. JOHN NOT [BUY HOUSE Jyp

‘John did not buy a house.’

b. (=4)



(6) a.

(7 a

@) b.

9 c

(10) b.

wh

[JOHN BUY t; YESTERDAY Jjp “WHAT” i
wh
. [JOHN BUY t; YESTERDAY ];p “WHAT” i

‘What did John buy yesterday?’

y/n

JOHN LOVE MARY QMwg E
y/n

. JOHN LOVE MARY QMwg m

‘Does John love Mary?’

neg
JOHN [ Ineg BUY HOUSE m

‘John did not buy a house.’

wh
[[JOHN BUY “WHAT” YESTERDAY Jip [ Icf+wh] ] E
‘What did John buy yesterday?’

y/n
[[JOHN LOVE MARY Jip [ Icprysn |

‘Does John love Mary?’

(same construction as
example 2)


glosses of 7a,7b as signed

                                                    ___y/n
JOHN   BUY    HOUSE    QMwg

____________________y/n
JOHN   BUY    HOUSE    QMwg



(11)

(12)

(13)

(15)

(15

(16)

wh
WHO LOVE JOHN
‘Who loves John?’

wh
JOHN LOVE WHO
‘Who does John love?’

(=11)

wh

t LOVE JOHN WHO
‘Who loves John?’

wh
t LOVE JOHN WHO
‘Who loves John?’

(512)



A7)

(19)

(20)

(207)

(21) a.

JOHN LIPREAD MARY YESTERDAY m
‘John lipread Mary yesterday.’

wh

JOHN LIPREAD WHO YESTERDAY E
‘Who did John lipread yesterday?’

wh
[JOHN LIPREAD t YESTERDAY ]J;p WHO m
‘Who did John lipread yesterday?’

wh
[JOHN LIPREAD t YESTERDAY ]J;p WHO m

‘Who did John lipread yesterday?’

wh
JOHN SEE YESTERDAY WHICH TEACHER TWO-OF-THEM

wh

. JOHN SEE YESTERDAY WHICH TEACHER TWO-OF-THEM

‘Which of those two teachers did John see yesterday?’



rhq

(22) a. LOVE JOHN WHO MARY m
rhqg
b. LOVE JOHN WHO MARY m

(23)

(24)

(26)

(28)

(30)

‘Who loves John? Mary.’

wh

JOHN WONDER MY MOTHER BUY “WHAT”

‘John wonders what my mother bought.’

wh

JOHN WONDER MY MOTHER BUY “WHAT”
‘John wonders what my mother bought.’

wh
TEACHER EXPECT PASS TEST WHO
‘Who did the teacher expect to pass the test?.’

wh
TEACHER EXPECT PASS TEST WHO
‘Who did the teacher expect to pass the test?.’

JOHNj LEAVE, IXj
‘John left, him.’


gloss of 24 (movie1) as signed

                                        ______________wh
  JOHN  WONDER  MARY  BUY  "WHAT"


(31)

(32)

(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

(38)

hn
JOHNj WILL EAT CORN, WILL (IXj)

‘John will eat corn, he will.’

hn
JOHN; WILL EAT CORN, IX;j
‘John will eat corn, he will.’

topic?
JOHN;j, IXj LIKE MARY
‘As for John, he likes Mary.’

wh wh

“WHAT”, JOHN BUY YESTERDAY “WHAT”
‘What, what did John buy yesterday?’

(=6)

wh wh
WHO, JOHN SEE WHO YESTERDAY
‘Who, who did John see yesterday?’

topic?
JOHN;j, IXj EAT CORN
‘As for John, he eats corn.’

(same construction as
example 33)


glosses of 31 as signed

                                                       __hn
JOHN  WILL  BUY  CAR,  WILL

              ___________hn  ____hn
JOHN  WILL  BUY  CAR,  WILL  IX

gloss of 32 as signed

                                                       hn
  JOHN  WILL  BUY  CAR,  IX


wh wh
(40) a. WHO, LOVE JOHN “WHAT”
‘Who, who loves John?’

wh wh
(41) a. WHO, JOHN SEE “WHAT” YESTERDAY

wh wh
b. WHO, JOHN SEE YESTERDAY “WHAT”

‘Who, who did John see yesterday?’

E wh topic2 wh
(42) a. WHO, VEGETABLE, PREFER CORN WHO
‘Who is it that, as for vegetables, prefers corn?’

topic2 _ wh wh
b. VEGETABLE, WHO, PREFER CORN WHO
‘As for vegetables, who is it that prefers corn?’

wh wh
(43) WHO, BUY BOOK YESTERDAY WHO
‘Who, who bought a book yesterday?’



glosses of 42a,b as signed

        __wh   ______topic2  _________________wh
  a.   WHO,  VEGETABLE,  PREFER  POTATO  WHO


         ______topic2  __wh__________________wh
  b.  VEGETABLE,  WHO,   PREFER  CORN  "WHAT"


B

[in] [}

wh

(45)

wh

WHO, VEGETABLE, PREFER CORN WHO
‘Who is it that, as for vegetables, prefers corn?’

wh

(46) d:
nd: “WHAT”
‘What, what does John like?’

wh wh/hs
47 WHO LIKE JOHN, WHO

‘Who likes John, who does?’

hn
(48) JOHN WILL GO, WILL

‘John will go, he will’

y/n v/n
(49) . QMwg, JOHN LOVE MARY

‘Does John love Mary?’

“WHAT”, JOHN LIKE (“WHAT”)
"WHAT?”

[dominant hand]
[non-dominant hand]


gloss of 47 (movie 2) as signed

   ____________________wh    _________wh/hs
  JOHN  SHOULD  BUY  "WHAT", SHOULD  "WHAT"

gloss of 45 as signed

  __________________________________wh
  WHO,  VEGETABLE,  PREFER  POTATO  WHO

gloss of 48 as signed

                  ______hn   __hn
  JOHN   WILL   GO,   WILL


topicq wh
(51) JOHNj, YOU SEE tj WHERE m
‘John where did you see?”’

wh
(52) YOU SEE JOHN WHERE m
‘Where did you see John?’

neg wh
(53) JOHN NOT SEE t YESTERDAY WHO
‘Who did John not see yesterday?’

Note 12:
wh
0] JOHN EAT WILL WHAT
‘What will John eat?’

neg
(i)  JOHN GO WILLANOT

‘John will not go.’

neg
(iii) JOHN GO WILL NOT
‘John will not go.’


gloss of iii (movie2) as signed

                                                                _neg
  JOHN  BUY  CAR  SHOULD  NOT


Note 20:

topicy
() JOHN, MARY LOVE
‘John Mary loves.’

topic?
(i) VEGETABLE, JOHN LIKE CORN
‘As for vegetables, John likes corn.’

topic3
(iti) JOHN;, 1X; LIKE MARY
‘“You know John? He likes Mary.’


gloss of ii as signed

  ______topic2
  VEGETABLE,  JOHN  LIKE  POTATO


