
Realizations of Syntactic Agreement in American Sign Language:
Similarities between the Clause and the Noun Phrase

Carol Neidle, Benjamin Bahan, Dawn MacLaughlin,
Robert G. Lee, and Judy Kegl

Studia Linguistica

This document provides an interface by which you can access digitized
QuickTime movies exemplifying the grammatical ASL constructions cited in
NBMLK 1998, as signed by native signers.  On the pages that follow, the examples
are presented in gloss form. Next to the examples are one or more movie icons
(multiple icons indicate that multiple sample movies are available; in some cases,
the example is signed by more than one native signer).  Click on a movie icon to
view the associated sample movie.  Note that in order for the links to the movies to
work correctly, the movie files must be located in a subfolder/directory named
“movies”; the “movies” directory and this document should be located in the same
folder/directory.

In some cases, the sample movie may contain vocabulary that is different from
the cited example (i.e., a different name, a different noun, etc.); however, the movie
still serves to illustrate the relevant construction.

For further information related to this document, or to other aspects of the
American Sign Language Linguistic Research Project, please visit our web site:
http://www.bu.edu/asllrp/

differences in glosses
  Differences between the original gloss and the signed example are noted in notes, like this one.  These notes are limited in that very little text formatting is allowed. In particular, these notes do not permit underlining or subscripts. Thus, non-manual labels within such notes are not underlined; however, the label serves to mark the (rightmost) extent of the non-manual marking. In addition, subscript in the original gloss have been omitted.

http://www.bu.edu/asllrp/


                                          neg    
(1)   JOHN [ NOT ]Neg  BUY  HOUSE

‘John is not buying a house.’
          

               neg    
(2) JOHN [ NOT ]Neg  BUY  HOUSE

‘John is not buying a house.’

                                            neg    
(5) JOHN [  +neg  ]Neg  BUY  HOUSE

‘John is not buying a house.’

                                                                           wh    
(6) [ [   ti   LOVE   MARY  ]IP   [ +wh]C  WHOi   ]CP

‘Who loves Mary?’
        

                                                                             wh    
(7) [ [   ti   LOVE   MARY  ]IP [ +wh]C   WHOi   ]CP

‘Who loves Mary?’
        

                                                                 wh    
(8) [   WHO   LOVE   MARY  ]IP   [ +wh ]C

‘Who loves Mary?’

examples 6,7,8
The movies for examples 6, 7, and 8 contain JOHN, not MARY



                                                                                                         wh    
(11) [ [  JOHN   FIND   ti   YESTERDAY  ]IP   [ +wh]C   "WHAT"i  ]CP

‘What did John find yesterday?’

                                                                                                           wh    
(12) [ [  JOHN   FIND   ti   YESTERDAY  ]IP   [ +wh]C   "WHAT"i  ]CP

‘What did John find yesterday?’

                                                                                               wh    
(13) [  JOHN   FIND   "WHAT"   YESTERDAY  ]IP    [ +wh ]C

‘What did John find yesterday?’

                                                                            neg                          wh    
(16) MARY   NOT    [   FIND   ti   YESTERDAY  ]VP   "WHAT"i

‘What didn’t Mary find yesterday?’ 

(18) JOHNi   i
SHOOTj 

 FRANKj

‘John shoots Frank.’

(19) JOHN
   

LOVE 
 
 MARY

‘John loves Mary.’

examples 11, 12, 13
The movies for examples 11, 12, and 13 contain the verb BUY, not FIND.

gloss of example 16 movie

                  ________________neg  __wh
   JOHN  NOT  SEE  YESTERDAY    WHO



(20) JOHN  neutralSHOOTj  FRANKj

‘John shoots Frank.’

       tm1    
(21) BOOK   JOHN  neutralGIVE indef.  SOMEONE

‘The book, John gave to someone.’

                                                           head tilt   i
                                               gaze    j

(22) JOHNi [   ]AGR-Si
 [   ]AGR-Oj iSHOOTj   FRANK j

‘John shoots Frank.’

                                                    head tilt   i
                                        gaze    j

(23) JOHNi [   ]AGR-Si 
[   ]AGR-Oj

 LOVE   MARYj

‘John loves Mary.’

        

      neg    
                                                                head tilt   i

                                                              gaze    j
(24) JOHNi   WILL  NOT  [   ]AGR-Si 

[   ]AGR-Oj
  VISITj  MOTHERj

‘John will not visit mother.’

gloss of example 21 movie

  JOHN   neu-GIVE-indef SOMEONE



                                                                           head tilt   neutral

                                                        gaze    j
(25) JOHNi [   ]AGR-Sneutral

 [   ]AGR-Oj
   neutralSHOOTj  FRANK j

‘John shoots Frank.’

                                                            head tilt   neutral

                                        gaze    j
(26) JOHNi [   ]AGR-Sneutral

 [   ]AGR-Oj
   LOVE   MARYj

‘John loves Mary.’

        

(27) (=23)

        tm1                                                                                          gaze    indef

(28) BOOK   JOHN  [  ]AGR-Sneu  
[  ]AGR-Oindef

  neuGIVE indef  SOMEONE

        ‘The book, John gave to someone.’

gloss of example 28 movie

                 _______________eg-indef
  JOHN  neu-GIVE-indef  SOMEONE



                                                            head tilt   i
                                                      gaze    j

(29) proi [    ]AGR-Si
[    ]AGR-Oj

    LOVE    MARYj

‘(He/she) loves Mary’

                                                           head tilt   neutral

                                         gaze    j

(30) pro
 

[     ]AGR-Sneutral
[     ]AGR-Oj

   LOVE   MARYj

‘(He/she) loves Mary.’

(32) (=19)

(33) proi iSHOOTj    FRANKj

‘(He/she) shoots Frank.’

(34) pro neutralSHOOTj    FRANKj  

‘(He/she) shoots Frank.’

(35) JOHNi    iSHOOTj   proj

‘John shoots (him/her).’



                                                      head tilt   i
                                    gaze    

j

(37) JOHNi [    ]AGR-Si
[     ]AGR-Oj 

   LOVE    pro j

‘John loves (him/her).’

                                                         head tilt   neutral

                                     gaze    j
(38) JOHN [     ]AGR-Sneutral 

[     ]AGR-Oj
     LOVE     pro j

‘John loves (him/her).’

                  head tilt   i
(39) JOHNi [   ]AGRi

 BATHE

‘John is bathing.’

                         gaze    i
(40) JOHNi [   ]AGRi 

BATHE

‘John is bathing.’

                 head tilt   i
                        gaze    i

(41) JOHNi [   ]AGRi
 BATHE

‘John is bathing.’

gloss of example 37 movie

                          ________ht-i
                             _______eg-j
  JOHN  IX-i        LOVE  pro-j



(42) [ IXdeti
  BOY ]  HAVE  CANDY

‘The boy has candy.’

(43) [ JOHNi  POSSi   FRIEND ]  HAVE  CANDY

‘John’s friend has candy.’

                                                 head tilt   i
                                            gaze    j

(44) [  JOHNi [ POSSi ]D/AGRi [    ]AGRj  FRIENDj  ]   HAVE  CANDY

‘John’s friend has candy.’

         ht   i
                  eg    j

(45) [  JOHNi POSSi FRIENDj ]    HAVE  CANDY

‘John’s friend has candy.’

gloss of example 44 movie
the movie for this example only shows the DP portion:

                     __________ht-i
                                        ___eg-j
      JOHN  POSS-i  FRIEND

note about example 45 movie
In the signed example, the eye brows are raised over POSS.  This reflects the emphatic interpretation of the possessive marker in this kind of construction, where the head tilt does not spread.



       eg    i
(46) a. IXpro1p

   KNOW   [ IXdeti
  OLD  MAN ]DP

       ht   i
b. IXpro1p

   KNOW   [ IXdeti
  OLD  MAN ]DP

       ht   i
       eg    i

c. IXpro1p
   KNOW   [ IXdeti

  OLD  MAN ]DP

                              eg    i
d. IXpro1p

   KNOW   [ IXdeti
  OLD  MAN ]DP

                              ht   i
e. IXpro1p

   KNOW   [ IXdeti
  OLD  MAN ]DP

                              ht   i
                              eg    i

f. IXpro1p
   KNOW   [ IXdeti

  OLD  MAN ]DP

‘I know the/that old man.’

                       ht   i
                       eg    i

(47) b. IXpro1p
   KNOW   [ OLD MAN ]DPi

‘I know the/that old man.’



Note 34:

       tm2                                                                                          tilt   i
(i) JOHN   IXj=addressee   SAY  proi [    ]AGR-Si

    LOVE   MARY

‘As for John, you say he loves Mary.’

        tm1                 
(iii) JOHNi      ti    LOVE   MARYj

‘John  loves Mary.’


