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We welcome participants who wish to attend both sessions of the New England China Seminar to join colleagues for a buffet dinner at 
6:30-7:30 pm, in Room S030. The dinner cost is $15 per person ($10 for students). Due to space limitations, we will accept 30 reservations 
on a first-come-first-serve basis. Advance reservation and payment is required. Please register before 5:00 pm, Wednesday, October 17, 
2012, by emailing Jascha Smilack at smilack@fas.harvard.edu.

How do we negotiate across the boundaries that separate us? How do we live with the 
ambiguities that accompany them? Professor Weller will examine how religion may contribute to 
constructing pluralism over time through ritual and shared experience. Using Chinese examples, 
he will address the rhythmic religious flows that can carry people across boundaries instead of 
teaching us to stay within them.

Robert Weller is professor and chair of anthropology and research associate at the Institute on Culture, Religion and World 
Affairs at Boston University. His books include Discovering Nature: Globalization and Environmental Culture in China and 
Taiwan (2006) and Alternate Civilities: Chinese Culture and the Prospects for Democracy (1999).  More recently he has published 
Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity with Adam Seligman, Michael Puett, and Bennett Simon (2008) 
and Rethinking Pluralism: Ritual, Experience, and Ambiguity with Adam Seligman (2012). Professor Weller’s present research 
examines the role of religion in creating public social benefits in Chinese communities in China, Malaysia, and Taiwan.

European Catholic missionaries worked in 18th-century Beijing as artists, scientists, and 
technicians, while covertly engaging in proselytism. They joined court patronage networks and 
pursued their religious agenda by exchanging Western luxury items and their skilled labor for 
political favors and economic privileges. Professor Menegon will discuss the European testimony, 

preserved in little-explored archives, that reveals how the Qing court functioned not only as an extension of the imperial will 
but also as the site of less structured and recognizable power transactions within the imperial palaces, the capital city, and its 
hinterland.
 
Eugenio Menegon is associate professor of history and director of the Boston University Center for the Study of Asia. His 
interests include Chinese-Western relations in late imperial times, Chinese religions and Christianity in China, Chinese science, 
the intellectual history of Republican China, and the history of maritime Asia. His latest book, Ancestors, Virgins, and Friars: 
Christianity as a Local Religion in Late Imperial China (2009), examines the life of Catholic communities in Fujian province 
between 1630 and the present. His new project explores the daily life and political networking of European residents at the Qing 
court in Beijing during the 17th and 18th centuries.


