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SWATHI KIRAN 
Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences 

Boston University Sargent College 
635 Commonwealth Ave. 

Boston, MA  02215 
617-358-5478 (phone) 
(617)-353-5074  (fax)  

kirans@bu.edu 
 

 
EDUCATION 
2001  Ph.D. Northwestern University  (Speech Language Pathology)  
1998  M.A Northwestern University (Speech Language Pathology) 
1995  B. Sc. All India Institute of Speech & Hearing (Speech Path /Audiology) 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
2009-present Research Director, Aphasia Resource Center, Boston University 
2009 -present Associate Professor, Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing 

Sciences, Boston University Sargent College of Health Sciences 
2009- present Massachusetts General Hospital, Assistant in Neuroscience/Neurology  
2009-present Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders, University of Texas at Austin 
2009-present Member, Program in Neuroscience, Boston University 
2003-2008 Member, Institute for Neuroscience, University of Texas at Austin 
2008   Associate Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders, University of Texas at Austin 
2002-2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders, University of Texas at Austin  
2001- 2002 Clinical Fellow, Healthsouth Rehabilitation Hospital, Austin  
2001             Clinical Fellow, Advanced Therapy and Rehabilitation, Bloomingdale, IL. 
 
HONOR AND AWARDS 
2012  Faculty Mentor, ASHA Clinical Practice Research Institute (CPRI) 
2010  Nomination for 2011 Callier Prize in Communication Disorders  
2010  Deans Research Award  
2009   Mentor, Advancement of Academic and Research Career Award (AARC), 

American Speech Language and Hearing Association, Mentee: Naomi 
Hashimoto 

2008  Best Research Paper Award, College of Communication, University of 
Texas at Austin 

2008  Reddick Award, University of Texas at Austin 
2007  Mentor, Advancement of Academic and Research Career Award (AARC), 

American Speech Language and Hearing Association, Mentee: Sharon 
Antonucci.  
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2005  Advancement of Academic and Research Career Award (AARC), 
American Speech Language and Hearing Association.  

2004  Member, Academy of Aphasia 
2003  Dean’s Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin 
2001  Cognitive Science Society Travel Fellowship 
 
GRANTS 
 
Externally funded 
Research 
Pending NIDCD/NIH 1P50DC012283-01 Neurobiology of language recovery in 

aphasia, natural and treatment induced recovery. Sub Project PIs Swathi 
Kiran, David Caplan 

Pending NIDCD/NIH Neurovascular changes in the recovery of aphasia. PI: David 
Caplan. Subcontract to Swathi Kiran  

Pending  NIDCD/NIH 1RO1-DC01222-01. Examining the mechanisms underlying 
recovery of lexical access in aphasia. PIs: Swathi Kiran, Risto 
Miikkulainen 

2012-2013 Coulter Foundation Translational Award. “Validation of an iPAD therapy 
for individuals with post-stroke aphasia”. PI: Swathi Kiran, Cara Stepp. 
$64,000 

2011-2013 NIDCD/NIH K18 Mentored Clinical Development Grant. Application of 
Multimodal Imaging Techniques to Examine Language Recovery in Post 
Stroke Aphasia ($253,478) PI: Swathi Kiran 

2009-2014 NIDCD, R21/R33. 1R21DC010461-01 Theoretically based treatment for 
sentence comprehension deficits in aphasia ($2,684,365), PI: Swathi 
Kiran, Gloria Waters, David Caplan 

2008-2011 ASHA foundation Clinical Research Grant. “Effect of a semantic based naming 
treatment on crosslinguistic generalization in bilingual patients with aphasia.” 
$50,000. PI: Swathi Kiran 

2009-2011 NIDCD R21. “Computational and Behavioral Evidence for Bilingual 
Aphasia Rehabilitation.” ($275,000). PIs: Swathi Kiran, Risto 
Miikkulainen 

2007-2008 ASHA Office of Multicultural Affairs. Projects on multicultural activities 
The validation of a language use questionnaire across bilingual clinical 
populations. $11,720. PIs: Swathi Kiran, Elizabeth Pena, Lisa Bedore.  

2003-2006 NIDCD R03 DC 6359-01. “Semantic complexity and treatment for lexical 
access” ($216,000) PI: Swathi Kiran 

2003-2004 New Century Research Scholars Grant, ASHA foundation 2003-2004 
“Effect of semantic complexity on treatment of lexical access” ($10,000) 

2002-2003 ASHA foundation New Investigator Award, “Effect of semantic treatment 
on crosslinguistic generalization in bilingual aphasia” ($5000) 

 
Training 
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2004-2009 NIH DA 018926-04, INS Training Grant. Funded. Pre-Doctoral Training 
in Interdisciplinary Neuroscience, (PI: Adron Harris) (Role: Associate 
Preceptor, Role: mentoring Ph.D students).  

 
Internally funded 
2011-2012 Dudley Allen Sargent grant, Sargent College of Health and Rehabilitation 

Sciences, Boston University, “Neural basis of semantic processing in 
bilingual aphasia” ($7000) 

2009-2010 Dudley Allen Sargent grant, Sargent College of Health and Rehabilitation 
Sciences, Boston University, “Treatment modulated neural activation 
patterns in patients with aphasia” ($7000) 

2004-2005 Faculty Research Grant, Vice President for Research, UT-Austin, 2004-
05. “Neural correlates of semantic treatment in aphasia.” ($6000). 

2003  Summer Research Assignment, University of Texas at Austin, “Naming 
treatment in bilingual aphasia” 

2002  Summer Research Assignment, University of Texas at Austin, “Model 
based treatment of reading, writing and naming deficits in aphasia” 

2000  Effect of exemplar typicality on treatment of naming deficits in aphasia. 
Graduate Research Grant, Northwestern University, 2000. ($1500) 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
Journal Articles 
1. Vallila, S & Kiran, S. (under revision). Non-linguistic learning in aphasia: Effects of 

training method and stimulus characteristics. Manuscript submitted for publication.   
2. Kiran, S, Balachandran, I., & Lucas, J. (submitted). The nature of lexical-semantic 

access in bilingual aphasia. Manuscript submitted for publication. 
3. Wong, V., & Kiran, S. (submitted). Is bilingualism a neuroprotection for language 

and cognitive deficits in aphasia? Manuscript submitted for publication. 
4. Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., Ascenso, E., Kester, E.,  & Gray., T (under revision). 

Rehabilitation of bilingual aphasia: evidence for within and between language 
generalization. American Journal of Speech Language Pathology.   

5. Gray, T. & Kiran, S. (under revision). A theoretical account of lexical and semantic 
deficits in bilingual aphasia. Journal of Speech Language and Hearing Research.  

6. Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., Glynn, P., & Richardson, J. (under revision). The role of 
ipsi, peri and contralesional language regions in training induced language recovery 
in aphasia. Aphasiology. 

7. Kiran. S., (in press). What is the nature of post-stroke language recovery and 
reorganization? Invited spotlight submitted for publication.  ISRN Neurology 

8. Kiran, S., Ansaldo, A., Bastiaanse, R., Cherney, L. R., Howard, D., Faroqi-Shah, Y., 
Meinzer, M., & Thompson, C. K. (2012). Neuroimaging in aphasia treatment 
research: Standards for establishing the effects of treatment. Neuroimage. doi: 
10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.10.011 

9. Sandberg, C. & Kiran, S. (accepted). Analysis of abstract and concrete noun 
processing in persons with aphasia and age-matched controls using fMRI. Neurocase.  
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10. Vallila-Rohter, S. M., & Kiran, S. (2012). Non-linguistic learning and aphasia: 
Evidence from a paired associate and feedback-based task. Neuropsychologia. doi: 
10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2012.10.024 

11. Kiran, S., Grasemann, U., Sandberg, C. & Miikkulianen, R. (in press). A 
computational account of bilingual aphasia rehabilitation. Bilingualism, Language 
and Cognition. NIHMSID #407826.  

12. Meinzer, M., Beeson, P. M., Cappa, S., Crinion, J., Kiran, S., Saur, D., Parrish, T., 
Crosson, B., & Thompson, C. K. (2012). Neuroimaging in aphasia treatment 
research: Consensus and practical guidelines for data analysis. Neuroimage. doi: 
10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.02.058 

13. Kiran, S., Caplan, D., Sandberg, C., Levy, J., Berardino, A., Ascenso, E., Villard, S., 
& Tripodis, Y. (2012). Development of a Theoretically Based Treatment for Sentence 
Comprehension Deficits in Individuals With Aphasia. American  Journal of  Speech 
Language Pathology, 21(2), S88-102. PMC3348417.  

14. Levy, J., Hoover, E., Waters, G., Kiran, S., Caplan, D., Berardino, A., & Sandberg, 
C. (2012). Effects of Syntactic Complexity, Semantic Reversibility, and Explicitness 
on Discourse Comprehension in Persons With Aphasia and in Healthy Controls. 
American  Journal of  Speech Language Pathology, 21(2), S154-165. PMC3371337. 

15. Sebastian, R., Kiran, S., & Sandberg, C. (2012). Semantic processing in Spanish–
English bilinguals with aphasia. Journal of Neurolinguistics, 25(4), 240-262. doi: 
10.1016/j.jneuroling.2012.01.003  

16. Sandberg, C., Sebastian, R., & Kiran, S. (2012). Typicality mediates performance 
during category verification in both ad-hoc and well-defined categories. Journal of 
Communication Disorders, 45(2), 69-83. doi: 10.1016/j.jcomdis.2011.12.004.  

17. Grasemann, U., Sandberg, C., Kiran, S., & Miikkulainen, R. (2011). Impairment and 
Rehabilitation in Bilingual Aphasia: A SOM-Based Model. Lecture notes in 
computer science, 6731, 207-217. 

18. Kiran, S., & Iakupova, R. (2011) Understanding the relationship between language 
proficiency, language impairment and rehabilitation. Evidence from a single case 
study. Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics.25 (6-7), 565-583.  

19. Sebastian, R. & Kiran, S. (2011). Task Modulated activation patterns in chronic 
stroke patients with aphasia. Aphasiology.25 (8), 927-951.  

20. Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., & Sebastian, R. (2011). Treatment of category generation 
and retrieval in aphasia: Effect of typicality of category items. Journal of Speech 
Language and Hearing Research, 54, 1101-1117.  PMC21173393 

21. Sebastian, R., Laird, A. & Kiran, S. (2011). Meta-analyses of the neural 
representation of first language and second language. Applied Psycholinguistics. 
DOI:10.1017/S0142716411000075 

22.Miikkulainen, R. and Kiran, S. (2009). Modeling the Bilingual Lexicon of an 
Individual Subject. In Lecture  Notes in Computer Science 5629: Proceedings of the 
Workshop on Self-Organizing Maps (WSOM'09, St. Augustine, FL). Berlin: Springer. 
PMC2767190 

23.Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., & Abbott, K. (2009). Treatment for lexical retrieval using 
abstract and concrete words in patients with aphasia: Effect of complexity. 
Aphasiology. 23 (7-8), 835-853. PMC2758793 
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24. Kiran, S. & Roberts, P. (2009). Semantic feature analysis treatment in Spanish-
English and French-English bilingual aphasia, Aphasiology, 24 (2), 231-261  

25. Edmonds, L., Nadeu, S., & Kiran, S. (2009). Effect of Verb Network Strengthening 
Treatment (VNeST) on Sentence Production in Persons with Aphasia. Aphasiology 
22 (3), 402-424. PMC2744980 

26. Kiran, S. (2008). Typicality of Inanimate Category Exemplars in Aphasia Treatment: 
Further Evidence for Semantic Complexity. Journal of Speech Language and 
Hearing Research, 51, 1550-1568. PMC2746558 

27. Kiran, S., & Johnson, L. (2008). Semantic complexity in treatment of naming 
deficits in aphasia: Evidence from well-defined categories. American Journal of 
Speech Language Pathology, 17, 389-400. PMC2746552 

28. Pena, E., & Kiran, S. (2008). In Defense of Cookbooks: From Novice to Competent 
Clinician. Topics in Language Disorders.28 (3), 239-255 

29. Harris, J., Kiran, S. Marquardt, T. & Fleming. V. (2008).  Communication Wellness 
Check-up: Age related changes in communicative abilities. Aphasiology, 22 ( 7-8), 
813-825 

30. Kiran, S., & Viswanathan, M. (2008, March). Effect of model based treatment on 
oral reading abilities in severe alexia: A case study. Journal of Medical Speech 
Pathology.  

31. Kiran, S., & Bassetto, G. (2008). Evaluating the effectiveness of semantic based 
treatment for naming deficits in aphasia: what works? Seminars in Speech and 
Language, 29(1), 71-82. PMC2746458 

32. Kiran, S., & Lebel, K. (2007). Crosslinguistic Semantic and Translation Priming in 
Normal Bilingual Individuals and Bilingual Aphasia. Clinical Linguistics and 
Phonetics, 4, 277-303.  

33. Kiran, S., Ntourou, K., & Eubanks, M (2007). Effects of typicality on category 
verification in inanimate categories in aphasia. Aphasiology, 21 (9). 844-867 

34. Kiran, S. (2007). Semantic complexity in the treatment of naming deficits. American 
Journal of Speech Language Pathology, 16(Feb), 18-29. PMC2731154 

35. Edmonds, L., & Kiran, S. (2006). Effect of semantic naming treatment on 
crosslinguistic generalization in bilingual aphasia. Journal of Speech Language and 
Hearing Research. 49 (4), 729-748.  

36. Kiran, S.  & Tuctenhagen, J. (2005).  Imageability Effects in Normal Bilingual 
Adults and in Aphasia: Evidence from Naming to Definition and Semantic Priming 
Tasks. Aphasiology, 19(3/4/5), 315-325.  

37. Kiran, S. (2005). Effect of training phoneme to grapheme conversion to improve 
written and oral deficits: A model based approach. Aphasiology, 19 (1), 53-76.  

38. Edmonds, L., & Kiran, S. (2004). Confrontation naming and semantic relatedness 
judgments in Spanish/English bilinguals. Aphasiology. 18 (5/6/7), 567-579 

39. Kiran, S. & Thompson, C. K. (2003) The role of semantic complexity in treatment of 
naming deficits: Training categories in fluent aphasia by controlling exemplar 
typicality. Journal of Speech Language and Hearing Research, 46, 608-622 
PMC1995232 

40. Kiran, S., & Thompson, C. K. (2003) Effect of typicality on online category 
verification of animate category exemplars in aphasia. Brain and Language, 85, 441-
450. 
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41. Thompson, C. K. Shapiro, L. P., Kiran, S., & Sobecks, J. (2003). The role of 
syntactic complexity in treatment of sentence deficits in agrammatic aphasia: The 
complexity account of treatment effects (CATE). Journal of Speech Language and 
Hearing Research, 46, 607. PMC1995234 

42. Kiran, S., Thompson, C.K., & Hashimoto, N. (2001). Effect of training grapheme to 
phoneme conversion in patients with severe oral reading and naming deficits: A 
model based approach. Aphasiology, 15 (9), 855 - 876.  

43. Kiran, S., & Larson, C. R. (2001). Effect of duration of pitch-shifted feedback on 
vocal responses in Parkinson’s disease patients and normal controls. Journal of 
Speech Language and Hearing Research, 44 (5), 975-988.  

44. Hain, T.C., Burnett, T.A., Larson, C.R., & Kiran, S.& Hain, T.C. (2001). Effects of 
delayed auditory feedback (daf) on the pitch-shift reflex. Journal of the Acoustical 
Society of America., 109 (5), 2146-2152. 

45. Larson, C. R., Burnett, T. A., Bauer, J. J., Kiran, S., & Hain, T. C. (2001). 
Comparison of voice Fo responses to pitch-shift onset and offset conditions. Journal 
of the Acoustical Society of America, 110 (6), 2845-2848. PMC1769353 

46. Larson, C. R., Burnett, T. A., Kiran, S., & Hain, T. C. (2000). Effects of pitch-shift 
velocity on voice Fo Responses. Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 107 
(1), 559-564. 

47. Hain, T. C., Burnett, T. A., Kiran, S., Larson, C. R., Singh, S., & Kenny, M. (2000). 
Instructing participants to make a voluntary response reveals the presence of two 
components to the audio-vocal reflex. Experimental Brain Research, 130, 133-141.  

48. Kiran, S., & Chengappa, S. C. (1994). Learning disability and some concurrent 
factors: an exploratory study. Journal of All India Institute of Speech & Hearing, 24, 
1-13. 

 
Book Chapters. 
1. Ramage, A, Kiran, S. & Robin, D. (October 2007). Has imaging advanced the 
science in aphasiology?  A critical review of neuroimaging research in acquired adult 
language disorders. In R Ingham (Ed.). Neuroimaging in Communication Sciences and 
Disorders. San Diego, Plural Publishing.  

2. Roberts, P. & Kiran, S. (2007). Assessment and treatment of bilingual aphasia and 
bilingual anomia. A. Ardila & E. Ramos (Eds.) Speech and Language Disorders in 
Bilinguals. Nova Science Publishers. New York, NY, pp 109-131.  

3. Kiran, S. (2010). Exemplar. In P.C. Hogan (Ed.), The Cambridge encyclopedia of 
the language sciences. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

4. Mavis, I. & Kiran, S. (2009). Semantic relatedness judgments in normal and aphasic 
bilinguals. Seyhun Topbaş and  Mehmet Yavaş (Eds.) Communication Disorders in 
Turkish in monolingual and multilingual settings. Series Editors: Nicole Mueller & 
Martin Ball. “Communication Disorders Across Languages”, Multilingual Matters.  
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5. Kiran, S & Sandberg, C. (2011). Treating communication problems in individuals 
with disordered language. R. Peach and L. Shapiro (Eds.). Cognition and Acquired 
Language Disorders: A Process-Oriented Approach. Elselvier. London. Pp 298-326. 

6. Kiran, S., & Roberts, P (2012). What do we know about assessing language 
impairment in bilingual aphasia? In: M. Gitterman, M. Goral, & L.K. Obler, L.K. (Eds.) 
Aspects of Multilingual Aphasia. Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters. pp 35-51.  

 
Peer Reviewed Conference Proceedings/Conference Abstracts 
1. Kiran, S., Obler, L., Ansaldo, A., Goral, M., Tainturier, M.-J., & Roberts, P. (2011). 

What Do We Know about Impairment and Recovery of Language in Bi-
Multilingual Aphasia? Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 23(0), 10-11. 
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2011.09.145 

2. Kiran, S., & Roberts, P. (2011). Training the Weaker Language to Examine Between-
Language Transfer in Bilingual Aphasia Rehabilitation. Procedia - Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, 23(0), 18-19. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2011.09.149 

3. Vallila, S., & Kiran, S. (2011). Exploration into Feedback and Non-feedback Based 
Learning in Aphasia. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 23(0), 116-117. 
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2011.09.197 

4. Grasemann, U., Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., & Miikkulainen, R. (2010). Simulating 
Bilingual Aphasia: A Novel Computational Model. Procedia - Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, 6(0), 202-203. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.08.101  

5. Levy, J., Kiran, S., Caplan, D., AlexBerardino, & Sandberg, C. (2010). Development 
of a Test of Effects of Syntactic Comprehension Disorders on Discourse 
Comprehension. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 6(0), 164-165. doi: 
10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.08.081  

6. Kiran, S., Caplan, D., Sandberg, C., Levy, J., Berardino, A., & Simms, M. (2010). 
Development of a Theoretically Based Treatment For Sentence Comprehension 
Deficits in Aphasia. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 6(0), 237-238. 
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.08.119  

7. Kiran, S. (2007). Recovery from brain damage: Role of exemplar typicality within 
categories. In D. S. McNamara & J. G. Trafton (Eds.), Proceedings of the 29th 
Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (COGSCI-07, Nashville, TN, 
p 201). Austin TX: Cognitive Science Society.  

8. Kiran. S. (2007). Effect of semantic based treatment on naming in bilingual aphasia: 
A follow up study. Special Symposium on Communication Disorders in bilingual 
speakers. International Bilingualism Symposium. Hamburg, Germany.  

9. Kiran, S. & Lebel. S. (2007). Crosslinguistic semantic and translation priming in 
normal bilingual individuals and bilingual aphasia. Cognitive Neuroscience 
Society, New York, NY.  

10. Kiran, S. Shamapant, S., DeLyria. (2006). Typicality within well defined categories 
in aphasia. Brain and Language, 99, 149-151.  

11. Kiran, S, Ntourou, K., Eubank, S., & Shamapant, S. (2005). Typicality of inanimate 
category examples in aphasia: Further evidence for the semantic complexity 
effect. Brain and Language, 95 (1), 178-180.  
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12. Kiran, S., & Edmonds, (2004). Effect of semantic naming treatment on crosslinguistic 
generalization in bilingual aphasia. Brain and Language, 91, 75-77. 

13. Kiran, S., Tuchtenhagen, J., & Spelman. (2003). Effect of training phoneme to 
grapheme conversion to improve written and oral deficits. Brain and Language, 
87, 139-141 

14. Kiran, S., Thompson, C. K., & Medin, D. L. (2001). Effect of exemplar typicality of 
naming deficits in aphasia. In J. D. Moore & K. Stenning (Eds.), Proceedings of 
the 23rd Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (COGSCI-01, 
Edinburgh, UK), 528-533). Austin TX: Cognitive Science Society.  

15. Kiran, S., & Thompson, C.K. (2001). Typicality of category examples in aphasia. 
Evidence from reaction time and treatment data. Brain and Language ,79 (10), pp 
27-31.  

16. Kiran, S., & Thompson, C.K. (2000). Grapheme to phoneme conversion treatment in 
patients with severe oral reading and naming deficits. Brain and Language, 74 
(3), pp 452-457. 

17. Kiran, S., & Thompson, C. K. (1998). Lexical activation of polysemous word 
meanings in normal young and elderly individuals. Brain and Language, 65 
(1)pp. 87-90. 

 
Non Peer Reviewed Publications 
 
1. Kiran, S.  & Goral, M. (2012, June 05). One Disorder, Multiple Languages. The 

ASHA Leader. 
2. Kiran, S. (2008). Typicality treatment for naming deficits in aphasia: Why does it work? 

Perspectives: Newsletter of ASHA SID 2, 18 (1), 6-14.  
3. Kiran, S. (2006). Pure alexia: Causes, Characteristics and Treatment. ASHA SID 2 

Newsletter. April 2006  
4. Kiran, S. (2006). Uncommon Language Disorders: Guest Editor Introduction. ASHA-

SID2, Newsletter. April 2006 
5. Kiran, S. (2003). A novel approach to treatment of aphasia: The semantic complexity 

hypothesis. Asian Indian Caucus Newsletter. April 2003.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Invited Presentations 
International: 
1. Kiran, S. (2012). New approaches to aphasia rehabilitation. CME workshop on 

aphasia Indore, India   
2. Kiran, S (2012). Aphasia therapy with computers, technology and other self-help 

methods. CME workshop on aphasia Indore, India   
3. Kiran, S. (2011). Bilingual Aphasia Rehabilitation. Symposium speaker. Science of 

Aphasia, IX. Barcelona, Spain.  
4. Kiran, S. (2009). Application of Neuroimaging in stroke recovery. Continuing 

Medical Education Workshop. MNR Medical Institute, Andhra Pradesh, India. 
5. Roberts, P., & Kiran, S. (2009). PC1 - Bilingual Aphasia: Evidence and Clinical 

Issues. Day long workshop at Canadian Association of Speech Language 
Pathologists, London, Ontario.  
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6. Kiran, S. (2008, September). Bilingual Aphasia: Factors affecting recovery and 
rehabilitation. Science of Aphasia IX (SOA). Chalkidiki, Greece. 

7. Kiran, S. (2007, June). Rehabilitation of aphasia: Behavioral and Neuroimaging 
evidence. MNR Medical College. Hyderabad, India  
 

 
National (selected from over 20 presentations) 
1. Kiran, S. (2012). Bilingual aphasia rehabilitation. New Jersey State Speech and 

Hearing Association Convention. Ocean Township, NJ.  
2. Kiran, S. (2010). Language recovery in individuals with aphasia: Perspectives from 

neuroimaging and rehabilitation data. University of Connecticut Cognitive 
Science Program. New Haven, CT 

3. Kiran, S. (2010). Language recovery in individuals with aphasia: Perspectives from 
neuroimaging and rehabilitation data. Boston University Institute for 
Neuroscience, Boston, MA.  

4. Kiran, S. (2009). Language recovery in individuals with aphasia: Perspectives from 
neuroimaging and rehabilitation data. Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
Seminar Series. Boston University School of Medicine, Boston, MA.  

5. Kiran. S. (2009). Bilingual Aphasia: Perspectives from fMRI, behavioral error 
analysis and rehabilitation. NIDCD Research Symposium Presentation in 
Clinical Aphasiology. Clinical Aphasiology Conference, Denver, Colorado.  

6. Kiran, S. (2009). Rehabilitation of lexical retrieval in aphasia: Evidence from 
semantic complexity. Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, Boston, MA.  

7. Kiran, S. (2009). Rehabilitation of lexical retrieval in aphasia: Evidence from 
semantic complexity. Boston Aphasia Talks research colloquium series.  

8. Kiran, S. (2009). Bilingual Aphasia: Neural Substrates, cognitive control and 
rehabilitation. Center for Language Science, Pennsylvania State University.  

9. Kiran, S. (2008, September). Bilingual Aphasia: Factors affecting recovery and 
rehabilitation. 3rd Annual Eleanor M Saffran Cognitive Neuroscience Conference. 
Philadelphia, PA.  

10. Kiran, S. (2008). The role of exemplar typicality in rehabilitation of naming deficits 
in aphasia. Boston University, Boston. MA. 

11. Kiran, S. (2008, April). Bench research in Stroke. Current Concepts in Stroke, 
Austin, TX 

12. Kiran, S. (2007, March), The role of  exemplar typicality within categories on 
recovery from brain damage, Cognition and Perception Series, Department of 
Psychology, University of Texas at Austin.  

13. Kiran, S. (2007, March) Treatment Methods for Aphasia, Research Imaging Center, 
University of Texas at San Antonio Health Center, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Selected Peer Reviewed Conference Presentations since 2003 
1. Kiran, S, Caplan, D, Villard, S, Ascenso, E, & Waters, G. (2012). Effects of training 

sentence to picture matching and object manipulation to improve sentence 
comprehension in aphasia: acquisition and generalization. Academy of Aphasia. San 
Francisco, USA 
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2. Gray T.,  Kiran S. (2012). Linguistic and Non-Linguistic Interference Suppression in 
Bilingual Aphasia.  Academy of Aphasia. San Francisco, USA 

3. Kiran S., Balachandran I., Lucas J., Gray T. (2012). The Nature of Lexical Semantic 
Access in Bilingual Aphasia. Academy of Aphasia. San Francisco, USA 

4. Glynn, P, Sandberg, C., & Kiran, S., (2012). The role of the left and right inferior 
frontal gyrus (IFG) in language recovery in aphasia. Human Brain Mapping, June 
2012, Beijing, China 

5. Kiran, S., Grasemann, U., Sandberg, C., & Miikkulianen, R. (2012). Simulating 
Bilingual Aphasia: A Novel Computational Model. International Conference on 
Cognitive and Neural Systems, June 2012, Boston, MA 

6. Sandberg, C., Gibson, T., Fedorenko, E., & Kiran, S. (2012). The Effect of 
Plausibility in Sentence Processing: Evidence from Priming and Sentence 
Comprehension. Clinical Aphasiology Conference, May 2012, Lake Tahoe, CA 

7. Vallila, S., & Kiran, S.  (2012). Non-linguistic learning in aphasia: Effects of training 
method and stimulus characteristics.  Clinical Aphasiology Conference, May 2012, 
Lake Tahoe, CA 

8. Kiran, S., Sandberg, C., Gray, T., Kester, E., & Roberts, P. (2012). Rehabilitation of 
bilingual aphasia: Evidence for within and between language generalization. Clinical 
Aphasiology Conference, May 2012, Lake Tahoe, CA 

9. Sandberg, C. & Kiran, S. (2012). Neural correlates of treatment effects on abstract 
and concrete words in aphasia: a pilot study. Cognitive Neuroscience Society. 
Chicago, IL 

10. Vallila, S., & Kiran, S.  (2012). Exploration into feedback and nonfeedback based 
learning in aphasia.  Cognitive Neuroscience Society. Chicago, IL 

11. Gray, T., & Kiran, S. (2012). A theoretical account of lexical semantic naming 
deficits in bilingual aphasia. Cognitive Neuroscience Society. Chicago, IL 

12. Kiran, S., Obler, L., Ansaldo, A., Goral, M., Tainturier, M.-J., & Roberts, P. (2011). 
What Do We Know about Impairment and Recovery of Language in Bi-Multilingual 
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