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INTRODUCTION

The Benin republic, which is now in an active stage of nation building, is irrevocably committed to safeguarding peace and public security for all, and permanently ensuring the well-being of all social groups and classes of our country.

ON THE POLITICAL LEVEL

With national unity and political stability being consolidated, and social peace now a reality, a dynamic and diversely active political life is indeed flourishing. Civil liberties are preserved, guaranteed, and protected.

Pluralist democracy is now being developed and reinforced in the country, and for the first time, as a result, Benin will organize on Decem-ber 15, 2002, communal and municipal elections which will usher in decentralization. Thus, the democratic organization and management of the local population will be handed over to locally elected officials. Lastly, the Benin government    is showing a special concern for upholding the principles of good governance, and drastic measures were taken to fight corruption in conjunction with institutions from the civil society and with the media.

ON THE ECONOMIC LEVEL

The Benin government is trying to promote a free-market economy which is fully connected to international trade and foreign investments in full compliance with the laws of the Republic and with regards to the interests of our economic partners and those of the people of Benin.

The Benin economy is backed by a pragmatic macroeconomic policy which helps keep public expenditures at a reasonable level in order to reduce budgetary deficit, constantly increase 
the national contribution to the funding of the socioeconomic development of the country (CFAfr 89.22 billion in 2000—almost U.S.$126 million), and harness inflation, which stands at around 4.2 percent. With this policy, Benin has, for a decade now, registered a regular and stable growth rate of about 5.8 percent.

The Benin government does not spare any effort to guarantee a very conducive environment for the promotion of the private sector. Private companies, both national and foreign, operating in Benin, develop their businesses in total peace and serenity. In this regard, Benin is considered in Africa to be one of the countries which offers excellent conditions for investments.

ON THE SOCIOCULTURAL LEVEL
In spite of an acceptable economic growth rate, which is estimated at 5.8 percent, poverty remains a reality in Benin. That is why the Benin government is laying an emphasis on poverty eradication as one of the priorities of its development policy.

Our sociocultural policy is prioritizing health [and] education—technical and professional education in general and primary education and literacy in particular. In this regard, a great emphasis is put on the education of young girls who have the approval of the Benin government.

The concern of the Benin government in 
the long run though, is to make Benin, around the year 2025, a vanguard country—well-governed, united, peaceful, with a prosperous and competitive economy and a prominent cultural and social influence. 

The potential to ensure this cultural influence exists already, since Benin has numerous cultural and tourist assets that the government is seriously trying to develop (historical sites, attractions, and manifestations of various religions, natural curiosities, ethnic diversities, rich traditions, and varied handicrafts.)

These assets are turning Benin into one of those African countries which deserves to be 
visited by foreign tourists.

In total, real progress is observed in the general state of the Benin nation. The government of Benin is conscious of the necessity to consolidate this progress and continue to conduct appropriate actions to maintain Benin’s position as a haven of peace, democracy, and consensus, 
a country of economic progress, social well-being, and cultural influence.

In this respect, it has adopted a vision, an approach, and long-term (to the year 2025) development objectives. This vision, as well as the objectives underpinning it, is well reflected 
in the government action plan (PAG II) for the period of 2001 and 2002, and they are:

1. consolidation of democracy and good governance;

2. strengthening the material bases of the economy;

3. enhancing the competitiveness of the economy;

4. harnessing the management of the economy and the finances of the country;

5. land management and balanced development;

6. reinforcing the poverty eradication program;

7. youth, gender, and development programs;

8. reinforcing national unity and management of social assistance programs; and

9. promotion of an international influence and African integration.

THE IMPACT THE SITUATION IN THE SUBREGION COULD HAVE ON BENIN

Benin, by virtue of its position in the west African region, is naturally a transit country with a prominent asset in its service-related activities.

Benin’s neighboring countries are Niger and Burkina Faso in the north, Togo in the west, and Nigeria in the east.

Besides these neighboring countries, Benin maintains excellent relations with other countries of the subregion, like Côte d’Ivoire. The crisis situation which is prevailing currently in that country can negatively impact Benin in at least three ways.

First, Benin has in Côte d’Ivoire a relatively large community whose members might be forced to leave the Ivorian territory if the crisis persists. A small number of these Beninois nationals have already been repatriated to Benin.

Also, the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire could be a source of instability for the countries of the 
subregion, and Benin might be affected.

Lastly, this crisis could have serious conse-quences on the integration process in the west African subregion. As a matter of fact, Côte d’Ivoire is considered one of the driving forces 
of this process. But the promotion of the sub-regional integration process is for us in Benin 
a transitory stage which cannot be skipped if the various objectives that the whole African continent is bent on achieving through NEPAD [New Partnership for Africa’s Development] 
are to be met.

Also, as a transit country, Benin has an economy which is largely dependent on that of other countries in the subregion, like Nigeria.

Based on these premises, it is clear that a crisis in Nigeria will necessarily have serious repercussions on Benin’s economy. To a lesser degree, the same remark can be made in regard to Burkina Faso, Niger, and Togo.

It might be appropriate to note that Benin is a hospitable country, a haven of peace, as was previously mentioned, where nationals of the west African subregion find refuge. It welcomes equally people from other regions in cases of conflict in their countries. Many nationals from Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra Leone, and Congo have found refuge in Benin under the HCR [High Council of the Republic].

This constant use of Benin as a safe haven sometimes creates difficulties for the government of Benin and for the humanitarian organizations of the civil society, given the relatively limited number of infrastructures available to welcome people in this set of circumstances.

In any case, the Benin government will not spare any effort to contribute to the peaceful resolution of conflicts in the west African subregion.

Our conviction is that the Ivorians could and should find the required resources in the cultural and spiritual heritage of their people to overcome this crisis, with the full support of the international community.

NATURE OF THE BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES AS CONTEMPLATED BY BENIN

In the Constitution of the Republic of Benin, the will of the Benin people has been stipulated to cooperate for peace and friendship with all the countries which share with us the ideals of liberty, justice, and human solidarity, [which are] rooted in the principles of equality, reciprocal interest, and mutual respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity.

For Benin, Americans are one of the peoples with whom our country wishes to cooperate, based on the guidelines of our fundamental law, the Constitution.

The government of Benin is proud of the good relations of cooperation which exist between Benin and the United States of America.

Our wish is that those relations be further strengthened at all levels (political, commercial, cultural, military, etc.).

In this regard, Benin is therefore available to [take] advantage of the opportunities that AGOA [African Growth and Opportunity Act] offers in order to enhance its commercial relations with the United States of America.

Furthermore, the Benin government will be honored to see the United States of America reinforce its presence in Benin through increased assistance across the board, with considerable investments by American businessmen.

In short, Benin wishes that the United States of America become one of its preferred partners in development.
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