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said that, let us add that the need
to deal with terrorism should not
become another reason for Africa’s
neglect.”

He said the idea that the Unit-
ed States’ national security is
linked to the economic stability of
developing nations around the
world is internationally recog-
nized.

“This is not simply an Afncan
perspective,” he said. “It is some-
thing that has been agreed upon
by both [English] prime minister
Tony Blair and [French] president
Jacques Chirac, even though

days of dialogue about increasing
business in Africa.

“We felt that it was important
to participate in these discus-
sions,” Kaunda said.

APARC director and former
United States ambassador to Tan-
zania Charles Stith said the lead-
ers who participated in the event
represent important parts of
Africa’s recent history and near
future. ,

“These six statesmen are
reformers that led their respective
countries in becoming premier per-

formers on the continent in terms
of democratic governance and eco-

nomic reform,” Stith said. .~ =+ = .

Kaunda promised eontmmng
efforts like this weel’s summit to
provide a place for Afnca in the
global economy. ‘

“The optimism we feel is not
cause for complacency,” he said.
“As elder statesmen, we will con-
tinue to work in our respective
countries ... We hope that these °
two days of discussions and our
future efforts will result in the
progress we seek for Africa.”

they've disagreed on the strat-
egy to deal with Iraq.”
Rawlings said the financial
power United States uses
while attempting to fight
drugs could be stretched fur-

ther, and especially into
Africa’s struggling agricultural |
regions. |

“The United States spends
$400 billion trying to fight
marijuana,” Rawlings said. |!
“That money should be spent |
on the peasant. Fighting drugs
will be easier when every per-
son in the world can be self-
sufficient.” |

But several of the leaders
also said some progress has
already been made in economi-
cally strengthening Africa, and
more help may be arriving
soon.

Ramgoolam discussed the
prospects of possible future
programs  involving  tax
refunds and the removal of
trade barriers. Kaunda also
mentioned the positive effects
o{'vseveral other current initia-
tives, including the Africa
Growth and Opportunity Act,
the Corporate Council on
Africa and the World Bank ‘
Commission on Financing |
Capital Flows to Africa. l

]
|

Kaunda emphasized the
importance of the leaders’ two






