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e-mail: smhefner@bu.edu 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
2001-Present. Professor, Department of Anthropology, Boston University. 
1994-2001. Associate Professor of Linguistics (tenured), Graduate Program in Applied 

Linguistics, University of Massachusetts Boston. 
1987-1994. Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Graduate Program in Applied Linguistics, 

University of Massachusetts Boston. 
1984-1987. Visiting Assistant Professor, Graduate Program in Applied Linguistics, 
 University of Massachusetts Boston. 
l984.  Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of 
 Massachusetts Boston. 
 
EDUCATION 
1983. Doctor of Philosophy in Linguistics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
 Dissertation Title: Language and Social Identity: Speaking Javanese in Tengger. 
1974. Bachelor of Arts in Comparative Literature, Residential College, University of 
 Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
1972-1973. L’Université de Provence, Aix-en-Provence, France.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTORSHIPS 
2019-2022. Chair, Department of Anthropology, Boston University. 
2010-2016. Associate Chair, Department of Anthropology, Boston University. 
2003-2009. Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Anthropology, Boston 

University.  
1991-2001. Director, Program in Undergraduate Linguistics, University of Massachusetts 
 Boston. 
1996, Spring. Interim Director, Graduate Program in Applied Linguistics, University of 
 Massachusetts Boston.   
1988, Spring. Interim Director, Graduate Program in Applied Linguistics, University of 
 Massachusetts Boston. 
 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES & MEMBERSHIPS 
2018-2019.  CAS General Education Curriculum Committee. 
2017-2019. Graduate Applications Review Committee, Dept. of Anthropology. 
2015-present. Affiliated Faculty, CURA/Pardee School of Global Studies. 
2015-2018. Executive Board, Center for the Study of Asia, Boston University. 
2015-present. Affiliated Faculty, Program in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. 
2010.  Anthropology Search Committee (Europeanist), Boston University, chair. 

mailto:smhefner@bu.edu


2 
 
2009.  Anthropology Search Committee (Africanist), Boston University. 
2008-2012.  Academic Policy Committee, Boston University. 
2008-2009. One BU Task Force, Boston University. 
2008.   Anthropology Search Committee (Biological), Boston University. 
2007.            African Studies Search Committee, Boston University. 
2010-2016.  Curriculum Committee, Dept. of Anthropology, Boston University. 
2006-2012.   Ada Draper Award Committee, Boston University. 
2006-present.  Affiliated Faculty, Institute for the Study of Muslim Societies and  
  Civilizations, Boston University. 
2006-present.  Affiliated Faculty, Center for the Study of Asia, Boston University. 
2003-2009. Faculty Advisor, Anthropology in the Works Undergraduate Club, Boston  
  University. 
2001-present.  Affiliated Faculty, Linguistics, Boston University. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
2012.   Invited Speaker, “Muslim Women’s Leadership in Indonesia,” Series on Muslim  
 Women’s Leadership, World Affairs  Council, Boston. 
2007.   Invited Speaker, “Cambodian Women and the Family,” Primary Source 
 Professional Development Center for K-12 Teachers, Watertown, MA. 
2007.   Invited Speaker, “The Peoples and Cultures of Indonesia,” Social Studies 

Curriculum Brown Middle School, Newton, MA. 
2007.   Presenter/discussant, “Islam and Sexuality in Indonesia,” Title VI Seminar Series  

on Islam, Middlesex Community College, Bedford, MA. 
2007.   Presenter/discussant, “Women and Islam in Indonesia,” Title VI Seminar Series 

on Islam, Middlesex Community College, Bedford, MA. 
2006.   Invited speaker, “Traditional Cambodia: Gender roles and the Family,”  

Primary Source Professional Development Center for K-12 Teachers, Watertown, 
MA.  

2005.   Project consultant, “Becoming American: New Newton Immigrants.” Newton 
 Historical Museum, Newton, MA. 
2005.   Panel discussant, “Growing up Cambodian American in Massachusetts.” 
 North Shore Community College, Lynn, MA. 
2004.   Documentary film consultant, “Monkey Dance” (a documentary film about 
 Cambodian Teens in Lowell, MA) Julie Malozzi, Harvard University. 
2000. Invited speaker, “Muslim Youth in Indonesia,” Social Studies Curriculum,  

Newton North High School, Newton, MA. 
            
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIPS 
2019.  Series Editor with Justin McDaniel (UPenn), Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, 
 and Memory Series at the University of Hawaii Press. 
2019. Organizer and Chair, panel on “Shifting Marriage Patterns in Asia: Love, Law & 
 the New Middle Class.” Association for Asian Studies Meetings, Denver. 
2019. Organizer and Chair, graduate student workshop & conference, “Global Intimacies: 
 Social Legacies, Ethical Concerns & Cultural Contestations.” Department of 
 Anthropology  & Institute on Culture, Religion & World Affairs, Boston 
 University. 
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2018. Organizer and Chair with Marcia Inhorn, Yale University, workshop & conference 
 on “Waithood: Gender, Education, and Global Delays in Marriage.” Yale 
 University, New Haven. 
2017. Organizer and Chair, panel on “Modern Intimacies: Romantic Love and Conjugal  

Projects in East and Southeast Asia.” Association for Asian Studies Meetings, 
Toronto.  

2016. Organizer and Chair, graduate student workshop & conference, “Love Stories: 
 Youth Aspirations and the New Ethics of Intimacy.” Department of Anthropology 
 & Institute on Culture, Religion & World Affairs, Boston University. 
2015-present. Manuscript review for Asian Studies Review. 
2014-present. Editorial Board, Brill book Series, Southeast Asian Diasporas in the 
 Americas (SEAD). 
2012-present. Editorial Board, Jurnal Studi Pemuda (Journal of Youth Studies) 
 CSPC Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  
2010-present. Reviewer, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study Fellowships, Harvard  
 University. 
2009-2011. Nominations Committee, American Anthropological Association. 
2009-present. Administrator/Moderator Facebook page, Indonesia & Timor Leste  Studies  
 Committee (ITLSC) of the Association for Asian Studies (702 members). 
2009-present. Administrator/Moderator Facebook page, Anthropology in the Works, 
 Department of Anthropology, Boston University (275 members). 
2009-present. Manuscript review for Routledge Press, Asian Studies. 
2009-present. Manuscript review for Wiley-Blackwell. 
2009-present. Manuscript review for Indonesia, SEAP Cornell University.  
2009-present. Manuscript review for American Anthropologist. 
2009-present. Manuscript review for the Journal of Linguistic Anthropology.  
2007-present. Editorial Board, Journal of Southeast Asian American Education 
 and Advancement. www.JSAAEA.org. Dept. of Education, Purdue University. 
2008.  “Choosing a Study Abroad Program,” Anthropology in the Works Club, Boston  
 University. 
2007.   Reviewer, NEH Fellowships for College and University Professors. 
2007.   Chair and discussant, panel on “Shifting Representations of Gender in South 
 and Southeast Asia” Association for Asian Studies Meetings, Boston. 
2006-2011. Chair, Indonesian and East Timor Studies Committee of the AAS. 
2006.   Chair and discussant, panel on “Modern Developments and Popular Culture in  
 Southeast Asia” Association for Asian Studies Meetings, San Francisco. 
2006.  Reviewer, NEH Fellowships for College and University Professors. 
2005-2007. Association for Asian Studies Program Committee. 
2005.   Organizer and Chair, panel on “Discourses of Desire: Sexualities, Morality and  

Globalization in Southeast Asia,” Association for Asian Studies, Chicago. 
2004.   Organizer and Chair, panel on “Youth and Sexuality in Southeast Asia,”  

Association for Asian Studies, San Diego. 
2003.   Organizer and Chair, panel on “Women, Gender, and Islamization in Muslim  

Southeast Asia,” Association for Asian Studies, New York. 
1998.   Co-organizer, panel on “Socially Engaged Buddhism in Southeast Asian  

Contexts,” Association for Asian Studies, Washington D.C. 
1995-98. Invited member of the Foreign Language Area Studies Committee of the  

Southeast Asian Studies Subcommittee, Association for Asian Studies.  

http://www.jsaaea.org/
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RESEARCH AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
2009.  Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard, Sarah Blaffer Hrdy Fellow,  
 Cambridge, MA. 
2002.   National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, “Young Muslims: Religion,  

Education, and Gender Transformation in Contemporary Java.” (Central Java, 
 Indonesia) 
2001.   Spencer Foundation Grant for Research, “Islam, Education, and Gender  

Transformation in Contemporary Java.” (Central Java, Indonesia) 
1999.  Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship.  “Ambiguous Identities:  

Women and Education in Indonesia.” (Central Java, Indonesia) 
1997.   Spencer Foundation Grant for Research, “Education, Gender, and Cultural  

Adaptation among Second Generation Khmer Americans.” (Boston, MA) 
1995.   National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, “To Bend the Child Gently:  

Cultural Survival and  Moral Education among Khmer Americans.” (Boston, MA) 
1994.   Spencer Foundation Grant for Research, “Buddhism and Religious Change in the  

Adaptation of Khmer Refugees.” (Boston, MA) 
1990.  The Pew Foundation, Grant for Research, through the Institute for the Study of  

Economic Culture, Boston University, “Religion and Economic Change Among  
 Southeast Asian Refugees.” (Boston, MA) 
1990.   Spencer Foundation Grant, “Socialization and Acculturation of Khmer Refugee  

Children.” (Boston, MA) 
1988.   Spencer Foundation Grant, “Language and Identity among Boston-Area Khmer.” 
 (Boston, MA) 
1987.   CAS Faculty Development Grant for Khmer Language Study. University of  

Massachusetts Boston. 
1985.   Fulbright Post-Doctoral Research Grant. “The Acquisition of Communicative  

Competence by Javanese Children in Two Communities.” Council for the  
International Exchange of Scholars, Southeast Asia  Program. (East Java, 
Indonesia). 

1985.   Social Science Research Council, Southeast Asian Post-Doctoral Fellowship, 
“The Linguistic Socialization of Javanese Children.” (East Java, Indonesia) 

 
PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS  
(Book prospectus forthcoming).  Routledge Handbook on Gender in Southeast Asia. 
 [Solicited prospectus, Dorothea Schaefter, Senior editor, Asian Studies, 
 Routledge. NBO submission date 31 August 2019] 
(in progress). Love Stories: Modern Courtship and Marriage in Indonesia. Association 
 for Asian Studies Asia Short Series.  
2020 (in press). Waithood: Gender, Education and Global Delays in Marriage and 
 Childbearing, edited by Marcia C. Inhorn & Nancy J. Smith-Hefner. New York: 
 Berghahn Books. 
2019.  Islamizing Intimacies: Youth, Sexuality, and Gender in Contemporary 
 Indonesia. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press. https://doi:10.2307/jctv7r43bt 
1999.   Khmer American: Identity and Moral Education in a Diasporic Community.  

https://doi:10.2307/jctv7r43bt
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Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES & CHAPTERS 
2020.  Nancy J. Smith-Hefner and Marcia C. Inhorn “Introduction.” In Waithood: 
 Gender, Education, and Global Delays in Marriage, edited by Marcia C. Inhorn 
 & Nancy J. Smith-Hefner. New York: Berghahn Books. 
2020.  “Too Educated to Marry? Muslim Women and Delayed Marriage in 
 Indonesia.” In Waithood: Gender, Education, and Global Delays in Marriage, 
 edited by Marcia C. Inhorn & Nancy J. Smith-Hefner. New York: Berghahn 
 Books. 
2019   “Satan in the Mall: Leisure and Consumption in Java’s New Muslim Middle 
 Class.” In Testing the  Margins of Leisure, edited by Rudolf Wagner, Catherine 
 Yeh, Eugenio Menegon & Robert P. Weller, pp. 153-180. Heidelberg: Heidelberg 
 University Publishing.  https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.550 
2018. “Muslim Youth and Contemporary Challenges.” In Handbook of Contemporary  
 Islam and Muslim Lives, edited by Ron Lukens-Bull and Mark Woodward. New 
 York: Routledge. 
2018. “From Soft Patriarch to Companionate Partner: Muslim Masculinity in Java since 
 the ‘New Order’.” In Reconceiving Muslim Men: On Love, Nurturance, Care, and 
 Fulfillment, edited by Marcia C. Inhorn & Nefissa Naguib, pp. 85-106. New 
 York:  Berghahn Press.  
2018. “Courtship and Marriage in Indonesia’s New Muslim Middle Class.” In Routledge  
 Handbook of Contemporary Indonesia, edited by Robert W. Hefner, p. 335-345. 
 New York: Routledge.  
2017. “Gender and Religious Change in Muslim Southeast Asia.” In Religion, Public  
 Policy and Social Transformation in Southeast Asian Religion, Identity and 
 Gender, Vol. 2, edited by Dicky Sofjan. CRCS-ICRS Publication. Geneva: 
 Globethics.net.  https://www.globethics.net/.../65b448e5-7578-4114-a41c-151c4898f5dd 
2016.  “Too Educated for Love? Women and the Marriage Market in Indonesia.” Online 

 publication CURA/LUCE Religion and World Affairs Series.  
https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-
in-religion-and-world-affairs/  

2016.  Editor, of online volume, conference papers. “Love Stories: Youth Aspirations &  
 the New Ethics of Intimacy,” Conference Sponsored by: Boston University 
 Institute on Culture, Religion & World Affairs: CURA the Department of 
 Anthropology & the Henry R. Luce Foundation. https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-
 foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-in-religion-and-world-affairs/  
2016.  “Relational Intimacies and New Muslim Ethics in Indonesia’s Public Sphere.” In 
 Religion in the Public Sphere, edited by Dicky Sofjan.  CRCS-ICRS Publication. 
 Geneva: Globaethics.net.  
 https://www.globethics.net/.../65b448e5-7578-4114-a41c-151c4898f5dd 
2013. “Youth Culture.” In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women, edited by N.J. 
 Delong-Bas. New York: Oxford University Press.  
 https://doi.10.1093/acref:oiso/9780199764464.001.0001 
2013. “Indonesian Women and Islam.” In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women, 
 edited by N.J. Delong-Bas. New York: Oxford University Press. 
2013. “Child Socialization.” In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women, edited by 
 N.J. Delong-Bas. New York: Oxford University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.550
https://www.globethics.net/.../65b448e5-7578-4114-a41c-151c4898f5dd
https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-in-religion-and-world-affairs/
https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-in-religion-and-world-affairs/
https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-in-religion-and-world-affairs/
https://www.bu.edu/cura/henry-luce-foundation-funding/cura-luce-seminar-series-on-key-issues-in-religion-and-world-affairs/
https://www.globethics.net/.../65b448e5-7578-4114-a41c-151c4898f5dd
https://doi.10.1093/acref:oiso/9780199764464.001.0001
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2012.  “Youth Language, Gaul Sociability, and the New Indonesian Middle Class” (with 
 abstract, in Indonesian) Jurnal Studi  Pemuda (Journal of Youth Studies), CPCS 
 Gadjah Mada University 1(1): 61-82. Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  
 https://doi.org/10.22146/studipemudaugm.32076 
2011. “Javanese Women and the Veil,” In Everyday Life in Southeast Asia, edited by K. 
 M. Adams and K. A. Gillogly, pp.154-164. Bloomington: University of Indiana 
 Press. https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt16gz5wr 
2010. “The New Muslim Romance: Changing Patterns of Courtship and Marriage  
 Among Educated Javanese Youth.” In Islam in Southeast Asia (Critical Concepts 

 in Islamic Studies), vol 4, edited by Joseph Chinyong Liow and N. Hosen. New 
 York: Routledge. 
2009. “‘Hypersexed’ Youth and the New Muslim Sexology in Contemporary Java.”  
 Review of Indonesian and Malay Affairs 43(1):209-244. 
2009.   “Language Shift, Gender, and Ideologies of Modernity in Central Java, 
 Indonesia.” Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 19(1): 57-77. 
 https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1548-1395.2009.01019.x 
2007.  “Youth Language, Gaul Sociability, and the New Indonesian Middle Class.”  
 Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 17(2): 184-203.  
 https://doi.org/10.1525/jlin.2007.17.2.184 
2007. “Javanese Women and the Veil in Post-Soeharto Indonesia.” Journal of Asian 

Studies 66(2): 389-420. 
 https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911807000575 
2006.   “Reproducing Respectability: Sex and Sexuality among Muslim Javanese Youth.” 
 Review of Indonesian and Malay Affairs 40(1):143-172. 
2005.  “The New Muslim Romance: Changing Patterns of Courtship and Marriage  

Among Educated Javanese Youth.” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 36(3): 
 441-459.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/20072670 
2005.   “Cambodians.” In The Encyclopedia of New England Culture, edited by Burt 
 Feintuch and David Watters. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
1998.   “Education, Gender, and Generational Conflict among Khmer Refugees.” In  

Asians in America: The Peoples of East, Southeast, and South Asia in American  
Life and Culture, vol. 4 “Adaptation, Acculturation, and Transnational Ties  
among Asian Americans,” edited by Franklin Ng. Hamden, CT: Garland 

 Publishing. 
1998.   “Rebuilding the Temple: Buddhism and Identity among Khmer Americans.” In   

Diasporic Identity: Selected Papers on Refugee and Immigrant Issues, vol. 6, 
 edited by Carol A. Mortland. Arlington, VA: American Anthropological 
 Association. 
1996.   “The Litany of “The World’s Beginning”: A Hindu-Javanese Purification Text.”
 In Vers Une Anthropologie de la Priere: Etudes Ethnolinguistiques Javanaises, 
 edited by Stephen C. Headley. Aix-en-Provence, France: Publications de 
 l’Université de Provence. 
1995.   “The Culture of Entrepreneurship among Khmer Refugees.” In Ethnicity and  

Urban Enterprise: New Immigrants to Massachusetts, edited by Marilyn Halter. 
 Boston: University of Massachusetts Press. 
1995.   “Language and Identity in the Education of Boston-Area Khmer.” In The Asian  

American Educational Experience: A Sourcebook for Teachers and 
 Students edited by Don T. Nakanishi. New York: Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.22146/studipemudaugm.32076
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt16gz5wr
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1548-1395.2009.01019.x
https://doi.org/10.1525/jlin.2007.17.2.184
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911807000575
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20072670
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1994.   “Ethnicity and the Force of Faith: Christian Conversion among Khmer Refugees.” 

Anthropological Quarterly 67(1):24-37. 
1993.   “Education, Gender, and Generational Conflict among Khmer Refugees.”  

Anthropology and Education Quarterly 24(2):l37-l58. 
1992.   “Pembaron: An East Javanese Rite of Priestly Rebirth.” Journal of Southeast  

Asian Studies 23(2):237-275. 
1991.   “Frauen und Hoflichkeit: Zum Beispiel Java.” In Geschlecht und Kultur im  

Gesprach: Zur Ethnografie weiblicher und mannlicher Kommunikation. Susanne  
Gunthner and Helga Kotthoff, eds. [A translation of “Women and  Politeness:  
The Javanese Example”, which appeared in Language and Society, l988.] 

1991.   “On Being Javanese: Equanimity, Etiquette, and Self-Control.” In Java:  
Indonesian Travel Guides, edited by Eric Oey. Singapore: Periplus Editions, Inc. 

1990.  “The Litany of ‘The World’s Beginning’: A Hindu-Javanese Purification Text.”
 Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 11(2):287-328.  
1990.   “Language and Identity in the Education of Boston-Area Khmer.” Anthropology 

and Education Quarterly  21(3):250-268. 
1989.   “A Social History of Language Change in Highland East Java.” Journal of Asian 
 Studies 48(2):257-271. 
1989.  “Reading, Reciting, and Knowing: Interpreting a Rural Javanese Text Tradition.”  

In Writing on the Tongue, edited by Alton Becker.  Ann Arbor: The University of  
Michigan Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies. 

1988.   “Women and Politeness: The Javanese Example.” Language in Society  
17(4):535-554. 

1988.  “The Linguistic Socialization of Javanese Children in Two Communities.”  
Anthropological Linguistics 30(2):166-198. 

1987.   “Cara Tengger: Notes on a Non-standard Dialect of Javanese.” In Studies in  
Austronesian Linguistics, edited by Richard McGinn. Athens: Ohio University 

 Press. 
1985.   “Masyarakat Tengger Dalam Sejarah Nasional Indonesia” (Tengger in Indonesian  

National History), with Robert Hefner.  Private Publication for the Hindu  
Parisada, Pasuruan, East Java. 

 “Japa Mantra Hindu Kuno Dalam Tradisi Tengger” (Hindu Prayers in Tengger  
Tradition), with Robert Hefner.  Private Publication for the Hindu Parisada, 

 Pasuruan, East Java. 
1981.  “To Level or Not to Level: Codes of Politeness and Prestige in Rural Java.” In  

Proceedings from the Chicago Linguistics Society Parasession on Language and  
Behavior, 17th Regional Meeting. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.  

 
PUBLICATIONS: BOOK REVIEWS (SINCE 1990) 
2020 (to appear). Review of Coming of Age on the Streets of Java: Coping with 
 Marginality, Stigma and Illness by Thomas Stodulka. Journal of Asian Studies. 
2019. Review of Marriage, Gender and Islam in Indonesia: Women Negotiating Informal 
 Marriage, Divorce and Desire by Maria Platt. Journal of Asian Studies, 78(4): 
 990-992. https://doi:10.1017/S002191181900175X   
2019. Review of Sex and Sexualities in Contemporary Indonesia edited by Linda Rae 
 Bennett and Sharyn Graham Davies. Journal of Asian Studies, 78(1): 238- 239. 
 https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911818002905 
2018. Review of Language, Youth and Identity in the 21st Century: Linguistics Practices  

https://doi:10.1017/S002191181900175X
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911818002905
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 across Urban Spaces edited by Jacomine Nortier & Bente A. Svendsen.  Journal 
 of Linguistic Anthropology, 28(1): 106-107. https://doi.org/10.1111/jola.12180 
2016.  Review of Globalized Youth in the Asia Pacific by Kamaludeen Mohamed Nasir.  
 Journal of Asia-Pacific Pop Culture, 1(2): 255-257.  
 https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/jasiapacipopcult.1.2.0255 
2016.  Review of Identity and Pleasure: The Politics of Indonesian Screen Culture by  
 Ariel Heryanto.  Journal of Asian Studies, 75(4): 1162-1164.  
 https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911816001546 
2013.  Review of Islam and Popular Culture in Indonesia and Malaysia edited by 
 Andrew N. Weintraub.  Indonesia. Cornell U. Press, 96: 209-212. 
 https://hdl/handle.net/1813/5426 
2013.  Review of Java, Indonesia and Islam by Mark Woodward.  Journal of 
 Contemporary Islam, 7(2): 259-261. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11562-011-0176-5 
2012.  Review of Language, Migration, and Identity: Neighborhood Talk in Indonesia by  
 Zane Goebel.  Journal of Anthropological Linguistics, 54(1): 97-199. 
 https://muse.jhu.edu/article/492280  
2011.  Review of Understanding Islam in Indonesia: Politics and Diversity by Robert 
 Pringle. Indonesia, 92: 195-198. https://hdl.handle.net/1813/54559  
2010.  Review of Islamic Spectrum in Java by Timothy Daniels. Indonesia. Cornell U. 
 Press, 90: 185-188. https://hdl.handle.net/1813/54522 
2009.  Review of Proper Islamic Consumption: Shopping among the Malays in Modern  
 Malaysia by Johan Fischer. Journal of Asian Studies, 69(1):323-325. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911809992506 
2009.  Review of Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desire in Bali by Megan Jennaway. 
 Journal of Asian Studies, 68(2): 669-671. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191180900117X 
2008.  Review of Language, Nation, and Development in Southeast Asia edited by Lee 
 Hock Guan and Leo Suryadinata. Pacific Affairs, 81(4): 655-656. 
 https://www.jstor.org/stable/40377663 
2008.  Review of Language and National Identity in Asia edited by Andrew Simpson. 
 Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 30(4): 363-365. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/01434630802597888 
2008.  Review of Women Shaping Islam: Reading the Qur’an in Indonesia by Pieternella 
 van Doorn-Harder.  Journal of Asian Studies 67(2): 747-749. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911808001113 
2007.  Review of Language, Identity, and Stereotype among Southeast Asian American 
 Youth by Angela Reyes.  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, 17(2): 309-311. 
 https://doi.org/101525/jln.2007.17.2.309 
2005.  Review of Survivors: Cambodian Refugees in the United States by Suchen Chan.   
 International History Review, 28(2).  
 https://doi.org/10.1090/07075332.2006.9641098 
2004.  Review of Language and Sexuality by Deborah Cameron and Don Kulick.  
 Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, 15(2): 298-299. 
 https://doi.org/10.1525/klin.2005.15.2.298 
2004.  Review of Sexual Politics in Indonesia by Saskia Wieringa. Journal of Asian  

Studies, 63(4): 1219-1220. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911804003274 
2003.  Review article “Cambodians and the New American Citizenship” [review of 
 Buddha is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America by Aiwa Ong]. 
 Anthropological Quarterly, 77(2): 349-353.  https://doi:10.1353/anq.2004.0027 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Bente+A.+Svendsen&search-alias=books&field-author=Bente+A.+Svendsen&sort=relevancerank
https://doi.org/10.1111/jola.12180
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/jasiapacipopcult.1.2.0255
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911816001546
https://hdl/handle.net/1813/5426
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11562-011-0176-5
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/492280
https://hdl.handle.net/1813/54559
https://hdl.handle.net/1813/54522
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911809992506
https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191180900117X
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40377663
https://doi.org/10.1080/01434630802597888
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911808001113
https://doi.org/101525/jln.2007.17.2.309
https://doi.org/10.1090/07075332.2006.9641098
https://doi.org/10.1525/klin.2005.15.2.298
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911804003274
https://doi:10.1353/anq.2004.0027
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2003.  Review of Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot’s Secret Prison by  

David Chandler. Journal of Asian Studies, 62(3): 1001-1003. 
 https://doi.org/10.2307/3591918 
2001.  Review of Education and the Politics of Language: Hegemony and Pragmatism in 

Cambodia, 1979-1989 by Thomas Clayton.  Journal of Asian Studies, 60(2): 605-
607. https://doi.org/10.2307/2659766 

2001.  Book Note From Exile to Diaspora: Versions of the Filipino Experience  
 in the United States by E. San Juan, Jr. Religious Studies Review, 27(1): 98.  
 https://doi-org.ezproxy.bu.edu/10.1111/j.1748-0922.2001.tb00365.x 
2000.  Review of Emerging Voices: South Asian American Women Redefine Self, Family, 

and Community edited by Sangeeta R. Gupta. Journal of Gender Studies.  
1999.  Review of The Domestication of Desire: Women, Wealth, and Modernity in Java  

by Suzanne A. Brenner. American Anthropologist. 
1999.  Review of Young Heroes: The Indonesian Family in Politics by Saya S. Shiraishi.   

Journal of Southeast Asian Studies. 
1999.  Review of Growing Up American: How Vietnamese Children Adapt to Life in the  

United States by Min Zhou and Carl L. Bankston III.  Journal of Asian American  
Studies.  

1999.  Review of Children of Cambodia’s Killing Fields: Memoirs of Survivors by Dith  
Pran and Kim DePaul. Journal of Asian Studies. 

1998.  Review of Fantasizing the Feminine in Indonesia edited by Laurie J. Sears.  
Pacific Affairs. 

1997.  Review of ‘Male’ and ‘Female’ in Developing Southeast Asia edited by Wazir  
Jahan Karim.  Journal of Asian Studies. 

1997.  Review of Bewitching Women, Pious Men: Gender and Body Politics in Southeast  
Asia edited by Aiwa Ong and Michael Peletz.  American Ethnologist. 

1996.  Review of Taking Refuge: Lao Buddhists in North America by Penny VanEsterik.  
American Ethnologist.   

1995.  Review of In the Shadow of Change: Women in Indonesian Literature by Tineke  
Hellwig.  Journal of Asian Studies. 

1994.  Review of Language Style and Social Space: Stylistic Choice in Surinam
 Javanese by Clare Wolfowitz. MAN: Journal of the Royal Anthropological  

Institute (Great Britain).  
1993.  Review of Women and Mediation in Indonesia edited by Sita van Bemmelen et al. 

Journal of Asian Studies. 
1993.  Review of Javanese Lives: Women and Men in Modern Indonesian Society by 
 Walter L. Williams.  CWAS Newsletter (Committee on Women in Asian Studies  

of the Association of Asian Studies).  
1993.  Review of Landscapes of Emotion: Mapping Three Cultures of Emotion in  

Indonesia by Karl G. Heider. Journal of Asian Studies.  
1992.  Review of Power in Performance: The Creation of Textual Authority in Weyewa  

Ritual Speech by Joel  C. Kuipers.  Indonesia. 
1992.  Review of Boundaries of the Text: Epic Performances in South and Southeast Asia 

edited by Joyce B. Flueckiger and Laurie J. Sears. Pacific Affairs.  
1991.  Review of Growing up Agreeably: Bonerate Childhood Observed by Harold B.  

Boch.  Journal of Asian Studies.  
1991.  Review of Bugis Weddings: Rituals of Social Location in Modern Indonesia by  

Susan B. Millar.  Journal of Asian Studies.  

https://doi.org/10.2307/3591918
https://doi.org/10.2307/2659766
https://doi-org.ezproxy.bu.edu/10.1111/j.1748-0922.2001.tb00365.x
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1991.  Review of Javanese Shadow Plays, Javanese Selves by Ward Keeler. American 

 Ethnologist.   
 
INVITED PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS (SINCE 1990) 
2019. “Women and Waithood in Muslim Java.” Panel on Shifting Marriage  
 Patterns in Asia: Love, Law & the New Middle Class, Association for Asian 
 Studies, Denver, CO. 
2018. “The Politics and Morality of Muslim Intimacy: The Religionization of Sex and 
 Gender among Educated Indonesian Youth.” Workshop on The Moral 
 Politics of Nationhood, Faculty of Social & Behavioral Sciences, Leiden 
 University, The Netherlands.  
2018. “Too Educated to Marry? Women and Waithood in Contemporary Indonesia.” 
 Paper for Yale Conference on Waithood: Gender, Education, and Global Delays 
 in Marriage, Yale University, New Haven, CT. 
2018.   “The New Muslim Romance: Youth, Agency & Intimacy in Contemporary 
 Indonesia.” Invited talk, Cambridge University Social Anthropology Society 
 (CUSAS) University of Cambridge, UK. 
2017.   “Exemplary Javanese Women & Everyday Islam: Beyond Moral Models.” Panel 
 on Exemplary Women & Everyday Islam. American Anthropological Association 
 Meetings, Washington, D.C. 
2017. “Islamizing Intimacies: Romantic Love and Conjugal Projects in Contemporary 
 Java.” The Alwaleed Faculty Supper Colloquium for Islamic Studies, Harvard 
 University.  
2017.  “A New Romance: Individuality and Social Obligation in Indonesian Love and 

Marriage.” Paper for AAS panel on Modern Intimacies: Romantic Love and  
Conjugal Projects in East and Southeast Asia. Association for Asian Studies 
Meetings, Toronto. 

2016.  “Too Educated for Love? Women and the Marriage Market in Indonesia.” Paper  
for BU Graduate Student Conference, Love Stories: Youth Aspirations and the 
New Ethics of Intimacy, Dept of Anthropology & CURA, Boston University.  

2016. “Relational Intimacies in Public Religion,” Invited paper, CURA-ICRS (Luce) 
 Conference on Religion in the Public Sphere. Chulalongkorn University, 
 Bangkok, Thailand. 
2016. “From Soft Patriarch to Companionate Partner: Muslim Masculinity in  
 Java since the ‘New Order’,” Invited Lecture, Conference on Muslim Men: On  
 Love, Nurturance, Care, and Fulfillment. Council on Middle East Studies, Yale  
 University.  
2015. “The End of Dating? Modern Courtship and Marriage among Muslim Javanese 

Youth,” Invited Lecture sponsored by Boston University Center for the Study of 
 Asia & Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs, Boston University.    
2015. “Gender and Religious Change in Muslim Southeast Asia,” Invited paper, CURA- 
 ICRS Conference on Religious Change and Gender Relations in Southeast Asia:  

What the Policy Community Needs to Know, Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. 

2015. “Exclusive Cosmopolitans: KAMMI and the Discourse and Practice of Gender 
 Difference.”  Invited paper, Conference on Cosmopolitanism in Practice  
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 in Indonesia: Nation and Islam, Dept of Anthropology, George Washington 
 University, Washington, D.C.  
2014.  “The New Marriage and Courtship among Indonesian Youth.” Invited Lecture,  
 ICRS-CRCS, Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  
2014.  “Women and Veiling in Indonesia: Piety, Politics, Fashion.” Invited Lecture, 
 Department of Religion, Northeastern University. 
2014.  “Gender and Conservative Islam in Indonesia.” Invited Paper, Islam in Asia 

Seminar, Islamic Studies Program, Harvard University. 
2014.  “The Pleasure of Courtship after Marriage: Marriage and Muslim Subjectivities  
 among Muslim Javanese Youth.”  AAS Panel on Masculinities and Femininities  
 in the Indonesian Islamic Revival, Philadelphia, PA. 
2014.  “Leisure and Consumption among Muslim Javanese Youth.” BU-Heidelberg 
 Conference on Leisure, Heidelberg, Germany.  
2013.  “Marriage and Modernity among Java’s New Middle Class.” Invited paper, 
 École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Paris.  
2013.  “The Gender Paradox of Conservative Islam.” Invited Lecture, ARI-NUS Lecture 

Series (Asian Research Institute, National University of Singapore), Singapore. 
2013.  “Consuming Selves: Leisure and Subjectivity in Java’s New Middle Class.”   
 Invited Lecture, ICRS-CRCS, Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 
2013.  “KAMMI Women and the Appeal of Conservative Islam.” Invited Lecture,  
 Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
2013.  “Identity and Social Styles among Javanese Youth.” BU Muslim Studies Lunch  
 Series, Boston University. 
2012.   “Leisure and Consumption in Java’s New Middle Class.” BUCSA Conference on 
 Leisure and Money, Boston University. 
2012.  “Gaul and Islami: Youth Language, Islam, and Sociability in Popular Indonesian 
 Literature.”  Conference on Language and Ideology in Indonesia, Department of 
 Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven. 
2012.  “Translating Love and Romance: Youth Language, Islam and Authenticity in 
 Popular Indonesian Novels.” Panel on Meaning and Text: the Legacy of A.L.  

Becker’s work on Translation, sponsored by the Southeast Asia Council, 
Association for Asian Studies, Toronto. 

2012.   “The Ambivalence of Desire: Marriage, Modernity, and Muslim Subjectivities” 
 Islam in Asia Series, Modern Asia Series, Harvard University Asia Center. 
2011.   “Islamic Authenticity and Projects of Individuality: Moderate Islamists and the 

Politics of the Personal” Series on Muslim Women and the Challenge of  
Authority.  Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs, Boston University. 

2011. “Cultural Studies in Muslim Southeast Asia: Class, Consumption, and Piety 
among Contemporary Javanese Youth.” Panel on Intimacies of Cultural Studies in 
Muslim Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies, Honolulu, Hawaii.    

2010.  “The Appeal of the Veil,” Radcliffe Day, Donors’ Lunch Presentation. 
 Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Cambridge. 
2010.   “Performing Piety: Javanese Women and the Veil,” Association for Asian 
 Studies, Philadelphia. 
2010. “The Gender Paradox: Javanese Women and the Appeal of Conservative Islam”  
 Sarah Blaffer Hrdy Lecture, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Cambridge. 
2010. “Consuming Desires: Youth, Class and Consumption in Java,” Islamic World  
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 Studies & Department of Anthropology, Loyola University, Chicago  
2009.   “Satan in the Mall: Youth, Class and Consumption in Java,” Social Anthropology  
 Colloquium Series, Harvard University. 
2009.   “Satan in the Mall: Youth, Class and Consumption in Java,” Program in Asian  
 Studies Brownbag Lecture Series, Boston University 
2009.  “Women and Islam in Indonesia,” Seminar on Religion and Diversity in a Global  
 World, Renmin University of China, Beijing and Fudon University, Shanghai. 
2009.  “Hypersexed Youth and the New Muslim Sexuality,” École des Hautes Études en 
 Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Institute d’ Études de L’Islam et des Sociétés du 
 Monde Musulman, Paris. 
2009.  “Ahead of his Time: James Peacock and the Study of Muslim Subjectivities,”  
 Paper for a panel Honoring the Legacies of James Peacock and Karl Heider: 
 Islam, Cultural Psychology, and National Cinema in Indonesia, Association for  
 Asian Studies Meetings, Chicago, IL. 
2008.  “Conservative Islam and the Debate over Muslim Sexuality,” invited speaker, 
 Graduate Research Program, National University of Singapore. 
2008.   “The New Veiling: Religious Modesty and Women's Rights in Post-Suharto  
 Indonesia,” invited speaker, Norwegian Center for Human Rights, Oslo Norway.   
2008.  “The New Intellectuals: Print Media and Muslim Entrepreneurship in Java” 

invited speaker, Southeast Asian Center, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
2008.  “Print Culture and the New Muslim Sexology,” invited speaker, Institute on 

Culture, Religion and World Affairs Seminar Series, Boston University. 
2007.  “Representations of Gender and the New Media in South and Southeast Asia,” 
 discussant for a panel on Shifting Representations of Gender in South 
 and Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies Meetings, Boston. 
2007.   “Youth, Media, and the New Muslim Sexology in Java, Indonesia”  

Asian Studies Lecture Series BUCSA, Boston University. 
2006 “Social Change and Popular Youth Culture in Contemporary Southeast Asia,”  

discussant for a panel on Modern Developments And Popular Youth Culture in 
Contemporary Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies Meetings, San 
Francisco. 

2006.   “‘Hypersexed’ Youth and the New Muslim Sexology in Java, Indonesia,”  
 Midwestern Conference on Asian Studies, Madison, Wisconsin. 
2006.   “On Clifford Geertz’ ‘The Balinese Cockfight’,” lecture for the Core Curriculum, 
 Boston University. 
2005.   “Reproducing Respect: Sex and Sexuality in Muslim Java,” Conference on Asian 
 Values, Holy Cross College, Worcester, MA. 
2005.   “Youth Sexuality and Islam in Contemporary Java,” invited speaker, Southeast  
 Asian Center, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
2005.   “Is there a Muslim Sexuality? Youth and Sexuality in Muslim Java,”  
 Southeast Asian Studies Speaker Series, Monash University, Monash, Australia. 
2005.   “Talk about Sex in a Globalizing/Localizing Southeast Asia,” discussant for 
 a panel on Discourses of Desire: Sexualities, Morality and Globalization in  

Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies Meetings, April 2005, Chicago. 
2004.   “More Sex in the City: Muslim Youth, Sexuality, and Moral Panic in  

Yogyakarta,” panel on “Youth and Sexuality in Southeast Asia,” Association for  
Asian Studies Meetings, San Diego. 

2003.   “Gender, Islam, and the New Middle Class in Contemporary Java,” invited  
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speaker, Department of Social Medicine Program in Medical  
Anthropology & Cultural Psychiatry and Psychology, Harvard University. 

2003.  “The New Romance: Courtship and Marriage among Muslim Javanese,” panel on 
Women, Gender, and Islamization in Muslim Southeast Asia, Association for  
Asian Studies, New York. 

2002.    “To Veil or Not to Veil: Muslim Gender Debates in Contemporary Java,” invited  
speaker, Program in East Asian Studies, University of Massachusetts at Boston. 

2001.   “Women and the Islamic Resurgence in Contemporary Java,” invited Speaker,  
Program in East and Southeast Asian Languages and Cultures, UCLA. 

2000.   “Socialization and Sexuality among Muslim Javanese,” panel on Locating 
Theory: Papers in Honor of Aram A. Yengoyan, American Anthropological  
Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 

2000.   “Muslim Women and The Veil in Post-Soeharto Java,” invited speaker,  
Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto.  

2000.   “Javanese Muslim Women: Progress or Regress?” invited Speaker, Seminar 
 Series on Southeast Asia, Harvard University. 
1999.  “Perspectif Jender dalam Metode Kualitatif” (“Gender Perspectives in Qualitative  

Research Methodologies”), Pusat Studi Wanita, Universitas Gajah Mada (Center  
for Women’s Studies, Gajah Mada University), Central Java, Indonesia. 

1999.  “Keluarga Jawa Contemporar dan Pendidikan Tinggi Wanita” (“The  
 Contemporary Javanese Family and Women’s Higher Education”), Pusat Studi  

Wanita, Universitas Gajah Mada (Center for Women’s Studies, Gajah Mada  
University), Central Java, Indonesia. 

1998.   “Buddhism and Social Activism among Boston-area Khmer,” panel on Socially 
 Engaged Buddhism in Southeast Asian Contexts, Association for Asian Studies  

Conference, Washington D.C. 
1996. “Longing and Alienation: Identity and Diasporic Experience among Khmer  

Americans,” invited speaker, Social Science Research Council Conference on  
Southeast Asian Diasporas, sponsored by SSRC, Ford Foundation and the  
Institute of SEA Studies, National University of Singapore, in Singapore. 

1995. “The Price of Virtue: Marriage and Morality among Khmer Americans,” invited  
Speaker, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University. 

1995.  “Culture and the Education of Khmer American Children,” invited speaker,  
Conference on Multicultural and Global Education, Arizona State University,

 Tempe. 
1994.  Workshop on “Translating Southeast Asian Liturgical Texts,” invited participant,  

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Institut de Recherche sur le Sud-est  
Asiatique, Aix-en-Provence, France. 

1994. “Culture in Refuge: The Khmer Buddhist Temple in Boston,” invited presenter,  
Round Table on Southeast Asian Refugees, The Thai/Lao/Khmer Studies Group  
of the Association for Asian Studies, Annual Meetings, Chicago. 

1994.   “Christianity Among Khmer Refugees,” invited presenter, Department of  
Anthropology and Asian Studies Program, Holy Cross College, Worcester. 

1994.  “The Culture of Entrepreneurship among Khmer Refugees,” American Studies  
Association Meetings, Boston. 

1993.   “The Khmer Holocaust and the Cambodian Family,” Bernard L. Spolsky  
Colloquia Series, University of Massachusetts Boston. 

1993.   “The Education of Boston-Area Khmer,” Ethnic Folklife Institute, Middlesex  
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Community College, Lowell. 
1993.   “Language and Identity among Boston-Area Khmer,” invited speaker, Southeast 
 Asian Studies Program, Arizona State University, Tempe. 
1993.  “Ethnicity and the Force of Faith: Christian Conversion among Khmer Refugees,” 

invited speaker, Southeast Asian Studies Colloquia Series, Harvard University. 
1993.  “Bahasa Indonesia and the New Class: Ethnicity, Religion, and Language  

Change,” Conference on Other Indonesians: Regional Fates of the Language of 
 State, Yale University, New Haven. 

1992.   “The Socialization of Self and Identity among Khmer Refugees,” Association for  
 Asian Studies Meetings, Washington D.C. 
1992.  “Economic Behavior and Buddhist Morality: Patterns of Entrepreneurship among  

Khmer Refugees,” Conference on Ethnic Entrepreneurship, Center for the Study 
of Economic Culture, Boston University. 

1992.   “Cultural Issues in the Education of Southeast Asian Refugees,” invited speaker,  
Southeast Asian Linguistics Society (SEALS), Parasession: Issues of Pedagogy,  
Arizona State University, Tempe. 

1991.  “Changing Lives: Khmer Refugee Women in the United States,” Association for 
Asian Studies Meetings, New Orleans. 

1990.   “The Cambodian Family,” invited lecture, Dept. of Sociology, Boston University. 
1990.   “Education, Gender, and Generational Conflict among Khmer Refugees,” invited  

presentation, Dept. of Anthropology, Program in Women’s Studies, and Asian- 
American Studies Program, the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

 


	2008.  “Print Culture and the New Muslim Sexology,” invited speaker, Institute on Culture, Religion and World Affairs Seminar Series, Boston University.

