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“Maize and Grace shows how a New World crop 
contributed to the emergence of modern-day 
Africa. Some parts of Africa now have higher maize 
consumption per capita than Mexico and Guatemala, 
where the crop originated…Rather than describing 
sweeping historical currents, the book offers the reader 
a series of vignettes that provide opportunities to 
appreciate the paradoxes of maize development policy 
and to contemplate some enduring themes in  
agricultural history.”
—Robert Tripp, NATURE

“McCann celebrates the ingenuity of African farmers 
as they adapted the crop to local customs and climactic 
conditions, but he argues that the policy world has 

largely ignored the socioeconomic and environmental implications 
of the emergence of maize as a staple. In the book’s most 
fascinating chapter, he convincingly links a major malaria epidemic 
in the highlands of Ethiopia in 1998 to the widespread adoption of 
maize in the area over the preceding decade.”
—Nicholas Van De Walle, FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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