
 
 

  International Speaker Series 
 
 
Thursday November 21, 4:00-6:00 PM 
 Location: Room 2545, Campus Center, UMass Boston 

 
“Women's Economic Empowerment in Conflict and Post-Conflict Societies” 

 
Joy Onyesoh  
President of Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom Nigeria  
 
Women continue to face significant barriers to full participation in peace processes during and after 
conflict. Although the post-conflict moment creates a window of opportunity for redressing structural 
economic inequalities, the opportunity is often squandered.  Only a multi-sectoral approach that closely 
links women's economic empowerment to political and social empowerment can translate national and 
international policy frameworks into real change for women in conflict and post-conflict societies. 
 

 
Spring 2014 

 
Wednesday February 12, 2014 4:00-6:00pm 

Location: Campus Center Ballroom, UMass Boston 
 
“War Crimes, Justice and the Politics of Memory”   

 
Bina D’Costa  
Peace and Conflict Specialist, Australian National University 
  
“We should recognize honestly that after decades of complexities, secret deals, and depraved politics, 
justice, though necessary and urgent, will be limited. Such limited justice can be morally justified only by a 
long-term commitment to truth. To prioritize truth, we must de-prioritize capital punishment.” 

- Jalal Alamgir, “Truth, Not Punishment,” 2010 
 
A violent war raging in South Asia in 1971 resulted in the creation of Bangladesh as a sovereign nation-
state. Four decades on, Bangladesh has re-initiated a domestic war crimes trial process that contains its own 
power dynamics, exclusions and silences. Based on Jalal Alamgir's observations, this presentation weaves 
through divergent layers of the complex politicization of memory by various actors to recapture certain 
aspects of the normative contestation that underpins assertions of justice and questions of accountability 
and transparency as Bangladesh reckons with its past. It provides a brief background of the current 
impasse, the fractured process and the hierarchical nature of various international discursive interventions 
de-legitimizing the trials and considers popular protests in Shahbagh, Dhaka through which collective 
remembrance becomes a distinct and disputed social and political practice. 

  
  
Date and Time TBA 

Location: The Fletcher School, details TBA 
 

“You Cannot Hold Two Watermelons in One Hand”: Securitizing Gender in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
 
Bina D’Costa  
Peace and Conflict Specialist, Australian National University 



 
In conflict zones, women's security becomes a highly politicized issue, often in counter-productive ways.  
The roles and religious rights of women are highly contested and unsettled issues.  Based on recent 
fieldwork, this presentation analyses some of these debates within the context of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan’s security dynamics.  D’Costa will argue that a deliberate focus on the exclusion and 
limitation of women in Muslim and traditional societies sustains and reinforces the stereotypes of women 
as silent and silenced actors.  However, while the control of women within and beyond the nexus of 
patriarchal family-society-state is central to extremist ideologies, women’s vulnerability and insecurity 
increase in times of conflicts not only from the actions of the religious forces but also from “progressive,” 
“secular” international “humanitarian” interventions.   

  
 
Thursday February 20, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Location: Campus Center, Room 3545, UMass Boston 
 
“Women’s Economic Activities in Eastern DRC: Livelihoods under Duress” 

 
Meredeth Turshen 

 Professor in the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University 
 
Congolese women cannot avoid putting themselves in dangerous situations if they are to earn money and 
feed their families. Poverty rates are above 85% in South Kivu; in 2008 11.7% of this population suffered 
severe food insecurity. Women’s work in markets and mining exposes them to violence and sexual 
exploitation. 

 
 
Wednesday March 5, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Location: Campus Center, Room 3545, UMass Boston 
 
 “Paternalism & Women's Political Participation in Sri Lanka” 
 
 Malathi de Alwis 
 Consultant Socio-Cultural Anthropologist, Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 
 Feminist activism with regard to women's political participation in Sri Lanka has primarily focused 
 on quotas to increase their numerical strength within political institutions. This emphasis on “bodies” has 
 however precluded a deeper discussion on the lack of “voice.” 
 
 
Thursday April 24, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Location: Room TBA, UMass Boston  
  

“Humanitarianism and the Political Economy of Sexual Violence in War” 
 

 Alejandra Azuero-Quijano  
 Writer and Researcher on the Politics of Humanitarianism, Harvard Law School  
 

The issue of sexual violence in war, long a concern of women activists, has now made it to the highest 
spheres of global governance. The intended and unintended consequences of this shift have received a fair 
amount of attention by legal and social science scholars alike. Yet, as these debates continue to unfold both 
inside and outside academia, the complex relation between sexual violence and humanitarianism remains 
largely taken for granted and only rarely problematized. This talk sets out to reflect on sexual violence as a 
phenomenon of global concern embedded in the broader—yet narrow—political economy of 
humanitarianism. 


