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AAV GUIDE TO COLLEGE FAIRS 
 
 
Throughout the fall and spring, sponsoring organizations host events to welcome colleges and 
universities to meet with prospective applicants. These programs are generally held in the evenings and 
last 2-3 hours. Each college is provided a small table to display admissions brochures. 
 
Fall college fairs are most often attended by high school seniors, and sometimes juniors. Spring programs 
allow for sophomores and juniors to begin their search and aid them in creating college lists. 
 
 
 
You will have a table or desk to display a banner and brochures. The venue—usually a gymnasium, 
library, or cafeteria—is very likely to be crowded. In some cases, fair coordinators, acknowledging that 
Boston University may attract considerable traffic, will assign a separate classroom for us, or a table of 
our own. As an AAV representing BU, you will mind the table and answer questions about BU, as well as 
hand out materials and encourage students to fill out inquiry cards. 
 
 
 
Before the Event 
 Read through your latest edition the BU Viewbook or check out the BU Admissions website 

before attending the fair. 
 Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes before the event start time. Parking might be difficult, 

particularly when students and families are allowed into the program early. You will need to 
register, find your table, and set up before the doors are officially open and visitors begin to 
arrive. 

 Affix your paper Boston University banner (found in your box of materials) to the front of the table, 
or hang it on the wall behind you (if that’s an option). 

 Create a visually appealing arrangement of materials on your table. Prominently display inquiry 
cards and the main BU Handout. Students who complete an inquiry card will receive a Viewbook 
and other communication from BU Admissions. Please encourage all students to complete an 
inquiry card — at the very least, we’d like their email, year of graduation, high school, and birth 
date. BU does track interest — each time a student sees us at an event, we note that they’ve 
taken an extra step to learn more about us. 

 
During the College Fair 
 Share your enthusiasm for Boston University! 
 You may not be able to have extensive conversations, but first impressions are lasting. Our goal 

is to distinguish BU from other schools. 
 Share some highlights of your time as a BU student — study abroad, student activities, 

interesting academic programs, or projects you completed. Students are generally trying to get a 
broad feel for the place, along with the basics of “Does this school have what I am looking for?” 
Think about how you changed during your time as a BU student. Who did you meet? What did 
you learn? How were you prepared for the next step after graduation? 

 If possible, introduce yourself to the guidance counselors of the host school and thank them for 
the invitation. If you have leftover materials, leave a small amount for the high school guidance 
office. 

 Return all completed inquiry cards in the included return mailer to BU Admissions immediately. 
Timeliness is important — students are expecting us to contact them soon after the fair. 

 Submit your College Fair Report Form. Please use the notes section on the online submission 
form if there is any additional information you want to share with us. 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

ROLE OF THE VOLUNTEER

 

COLLEGE FAIR TIPS 

https://issuu.com/buadmissions/docs/adm_fy16_viewbkedits_june15_final
http://www.bu.edu/admissions/


 
 

TIPS FROM THE PROS 
 Contact BU Admissions immediately if you are unable to attend a program or if you have 

questions or concerns about an upcoming event. 
 Dress professionally – business casual is fine. 
 Introduce yourself and be courteous to neighboring college representatives at the fair. Feel free to 

ask them questions if you are unsure of something. 
 Remain at your table for the duration of the fair. 
 Avoid using acronyms, like “GSU” or “CAS”, as students may not be familiar with these just yet. 
 Encourage every interested student to complete an inquiry card and leave it with you. 
 Do not speak negatively about any institution, and do not feel compelled to compare schools. It’s 

up to students to assess other schools on their own. 
 Encourage students to visit campus and to check out the Admissions website. 
 If you don’t know the answer to a student’s question, that’s okay. Simply explain that while you 

may not have all the answers, you can put them in touch with the Admissions Office. Don’t make 
up stats or numbers — these are widely available in print publications and online. 

 Remember that BU Admissions is grateful that you have volunteered your time. 
 Have fun! 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Emily Lake, Associate Director of Admissions: 617-358-6037 
BU Admissions Office: 617-353-2300 
Alan and Sherry Leventhal Center/Campus Visit: 617-353-2318 
Email: aavalum@bu.edu 
 
233 Bay State Road 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 

 
 
 
 
Profile for the Class of 2023   

Total Applicants 62,210 
2023 Class Size 3,100 
Average GPA A-  
Average Rank in High School Class  Top 7% 
SAT Middle 50%   1420-1530 
ACT Middle 50% 32-35 
TOEFL 107 
IELTS 7.6 
Countries 116 
U.S. States All 50 states plus D.C., PR, GU, AS and US VI 
     
Enrollment (fall 2018) 
 Full-time, degree-seeking undergraduates: 16,766 
 Undergraduate international students: 3,652 representing 121 countries   
 Total enrollment: 27,709 full-time, degree-seeking undergraduate/graduate/professional 

students  
 
Academic Information (fall 2018) 
 BU offers courses in more than 300 major and minor concentrations  
 Average class size: 27 students 
 Undergraduate student/faculty ratio: 10:1 
 <6% of students were taught in classes of 100 or more students. 

APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT STATISTICS  



 
 

 Percent of full-time faculty with PhD or equivalent: 90% 
 Of students graduating from BU, 94% do it in four years.  

  
Tuition and Fees 
For a fast reference, the tuition and fees are included in the handout brochure provided to you to pass 
out during your conversations with prospective students and families. Students can also find the most 
up-to-date figures listed on our website at bu.edu/admissions/apply/tuition-aid-scholarships. 
 
Financial Aid  
Now, BU will meet 100% of calculated need for all domestic students entering college for the first time 
who qualify for financial aid. As part of this new program, BU is offering expanded financial aid 
packages that will make up the difference between the cost of attendance and what students and their 
families can afford. Calculated need is determined by a student’s FAFSA and CSS Profile™. For more 
details about this program and student eligibility, please visit: http://www.bu.edu/admissions/tuition-
aid/affordable-bu/  

 
The BU Scholarship Assurance 
The BU Scholarship Assurance enables students to plan for the cost of their entire degree. The Boston 
University aid offered in a student’s first year is guaranteed for each undergraduate year. Eligibility for 
BU need-based aid is established and confirmed in the first year when students file the CSS ProfileTM 
and the FAFSA. After the first year, the Profile is not required. To apply for federal and state financial 
aid including grants, loans, and work-study students must file the FAFSA annually.  
 
Tuition Payment Plan   
Students may make monthly payments of their educational expenses over a 10-month period. To learn 
more about payment plans go to bu.edu/studentaccountingservices/your-bill/payment-plans or call BU 
Student Accounting Services at 617-353-2264. 

 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 
 

What is the average GPA for admission to BU? 
The average GPA for the Class of 2023 (entering September 2019) was about an unweighted A- 
(3.8/4.0). If students are looking for more information, it can be helpful to stress that the rigor of the 
high school program is extremely important.  
 
What is the average SAT/ACT score for admission to BU? What if my scores fall shy of this 
average? 
This past year, the middle 50 percent of our admitted students scored between 1420-1530 on the 
SAT or 32-35 on the ACT. We recommend that students apply if they are interested in BU. Though 
we do have averages for admitted students, we do not have minimum requirements and take a 
holistic approach to the review and selection process.  
 
BU superscores both the SAT and ACT. To take advantage of superscoring, we recommend that 
students submit all test scores if they take more than one test or take a test multiple times. For both 
the SAT and ACT, BU will use the highest score of each section, regardless of test date, to best 
represent each student as an applicant. 
 
What courses should I take in high school to improve my competitiveness? 
We recommend that all students take at least 3-4 years each of the core academic subjects: 
English, math (pre-calculus/calculus recommended), laboratory science, social science, and 
foreign language. Our most competitive applicants are taking coursework at the highest level 
available at their high school (AP, IB, Honors coursework). 

ADMISSIONS QUESTIONS 

http://www.bu.edu/admissions/apply/tuition-aid-scholarships/tuition-and-fees/
http://www.bu.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/affordable-bu/
http://www.bu.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/affordable-bu/
http://www.bu.edu/studentaccountingservices/your-bill/payment-plans/


 
 

 
BU is my number one choice! Is there a way to apply early? 
We offer admission through Early Decision and Early Decision 2 as well as Regular Decision. Early 
Decision (ED) is a binding agreement, which means that students are offered admissions are 
expected to enroll at BU and withdraw all other applications. This is a great option for students who 
know that BU is their first choice because it is the ultimate way to demonstrate interest in BU. A 
student’s interest in BU is something that we consider to be very important when making decisions, 
and there is no better way to demonstrate interest than by applying ED. When applying Early 
Decision, students would submit their application by November 1st and hear of their decision by 
mid-December. Early Decision 2 applicants submit applications by January 6 and must select the 
Early Decision 2 option on their application. They will be notified of their decision by February 15. 
Please note: deadline for scholarships is December 1. 
 
Will I get college credit for my AP/IB courses? 
Students who take the AP exams and students who take the Higher Level IB exams may receive 
some type of college credit. Awarding AP/IB credit is subject to change each academic year. The 
most up-to-date advanced credit guide can be found on the Admissions website: 
bu.edu/admissions/apply/faqs-helpful-forms/advanced-credit/.  
 
Are admission requirements different for international students? 
International students apply using the same application as domestic students. If English is not the 
first language, or the language primarily spoken at home, we also require the TOEFL (Test of 
English as a Foreign Language). Students can visit our website to see the basic TOEFL standards 
for admission. Additionally, international students must submit a Confidential Statement of 
Financing Studies confirming funds for the annual cost of study, as we do not offer need-based 
financial aid for international students. 
 
Am I required to take the TOEFL? 
If your first language or the primary language spoken in your home is not English, you must either 
take the TOEFL or IELTS regardless of citizenship. The minimum subscore for the TOEFL is 20 in 
each section with a total score of 90-100. The IELTS requirement is overall score of 7 or higher. 
 
Do I apply to a specific school/college or BU in general? 
All students must apply to one of BU’s 10 undergraduate schools or colleges and designate an 
intended major. (Note: Undeclared is an option in most BU schools/colleges, but undeclared is not 
an option for transfer students.) Students have the option to change their school or college once 
enrolled at BU through an Intra-University Transfer (IUT). Students can only apply to one program 
within BU.  
 
Is it harder to get into one program over another? 
Some programs have been increasingly competitive (ENG, Questrom), while others remain fairly 
consistent from year to year (CAS, COM). With that said, every year is different. While the admitted 
student profile is generally representative of each program, we do look at slightly different things for 
certain programs. Applicants to ENG, for example, are expected to have completed a stronger 
math/science curriculum than we may expect of a COM or CAS Humanities applicant. Students 
applying to Questrom or ENG should plan to have calculus; applicants to ENG, SAR, and other 
science majors are encouraged to take physics. 
 
What is the College of General Studies? 
The College of General Studies offers spring-only admission. This is a demanding, two-year 
program in the liberal arts and sciences that stresses an interdisciplinary and global approach to 
learning.  
 
Students begin their academic experience in Boston in January with classes in the humanities, 
social sciences, and rhetoric. Students then gain global perspectives in London during a six-week 
summer term of intensive study complemented by side trips that reinforce course material. 

http://www.bu.edu/admissions/apply/faqs-helpful-forms/advanced-credit/
http://www.bu.edu/cgs


 
 

Students continue in CGS through their sophomore year, while taking electives in their field of 
interest. Students transition seamlessly into the degree-granting BU school or college of their 
choice for their junior and senior years. There is no re-application process for junior year and 
students are guaranteed a place in their preferred program, provided they meet the necessary GPA 
requirements (generally around a 2.0).  
 
The fall gap semester presents a unique opportunity for students to complete volunteer projects, 
internships, work, travel, or classes before arriving on campus. 
 
What distinguishes CGS from the other schools and colleges at BU is the structured curriculum 
(which includes humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and rhetoric), and the team 
approach of the faculty. All lectures and discussions are led by professors, with no intermediaries.  
 
Students can apply directly to CGS, or they may be offered admission to CGS if the Board of 
Admissions cannot offer them admission to the program they applied to AND they have indicated 
on their application that they would like to be considered.   
 
Should I apply to CGS if I am Undeclared? 
Though CGS is not specifically designed for undeclared students, it does offer a broad view of 
many different academic disciplines, and can be helpful for students who are uncertain of their 
academic interests. Students may also apply Undeclared to the College of Arts & Sciences, as well 
as many of our other schools and colleges, if students are interested in a particular field of study 
but unsure of a specific major. 
 
 

 
How strong is your _____________ program? 
Students will often ask specific questions about a particular program, which you may or may not be 
familiar with. The best approach is to assure them that all of the academic programs at BU are of a 
very high quality, and recommend that they do some research on the BU website to learn more 
about their program of interest. If you are unsure about whether we have a particular major, 
remember you can always check the back of the handout for a complete list. If they are asking 
about a major of which you are familiar, please feel free to talk about your own experience. 
 
What are my options if I plan to apply to medical school? Law school? 
BU does not have a pre-med major – many students major in biology, health science, biomedical 
engineering, chemistry – students can major in anything and pursue a pre-med track. They work 
with the Pre-Professional Advising Office to meet the required pre-med coursework. Pre-vet and 
pre-dental tracks work in a similar way. Pre-law has no required coursework, but the pre-law 
advising staff provides resources and support for students who plan to pursue law school 
admission. First-year applicants who are very academically competitive and have especially strong 
interest in medicine may want to consider applying to our Seven-Year Accelerated Medical 
Program.  
 
How do I apply for the Seven-Year Accelerated Program in Medicine? 
For students interested in the combined B.S./M.D. program, the deadline is November 15. Students 
use the Common Application, and there is an additional essay related to their interest in the 
medical field. Applicants to this program must submit SAT Subject Tests in Math Level 2 and 
Chemistry, with no exceptions. There are also three specific teacher recommendations required; all 
details are available on the BU Admissions website. This is the most competitive program for 
admission, with about 1,000 applicants for 20-25 spaces. We cannot guarantee that students not 
offered a place in the accelerated program will be considered for admission to another program at 
BU.  
 
I am interested in applying to the College of Fine Arts. Do I need to audition? 

ADMISSIONS BASICS 



 
 

Applicants to the School of Music and the School of Theatre must complete an audition, and 
applicants to the School of Visual Arts submit a portfolio.  
 We hold audition dates in Boston, and in a few major cities around the United States. 

Students contact CFA upon applying to arrange an audition day and time.  
 For students applying to music performance for double bass, cello, flute, percussion, piano, 

trumpet, voice, or violin, CFA requires pre-screening auditions to be submitted in early fall. 
 Applicants to the School of Visual Arts submit a portfolio online or they can attend a portfolio 

day on campus.  
 It is recommended that students interested in CFA be in touch with the College for 

additional audition/portfolio advice. 
 Most students applying to the College of Fine Arts are not required to submit standardized 

testing scores, with a few exceptions, such as those applying for the CAS/CFA Dual Degree 
program, Kilachand Honors College, or for scholarships.  

 
Does BU have an honors program? 
Yes. The Kilachand Honors College offers a four-year program focusing on bridging the liberal arts 
and professional fields. Kilachand provides an integrated, four-year curriculum in which teams of 
students explore the world’s pressing global, societal, corporate, and geopolitical challenges over 
the course of the program. It also includes a co-curricular component: students live and learn 
together in Kilachand Hall (formerly Shelton Hall) and the program sponsors unique excursions and 
lectures with notable experts in the areas of which they are studying. We seek to enroll students 
across the university in the KHC to ensure a strong representation of academic and professional 
majors in the program. 
 
Can I double major at BU? 
 The Dual Degree program at BU offers students the opportunity to double major across two 

different schools/colleges (e.g., International Relations & Print Journalism). These students 
earn two degrees from the two BU Schools/colleges. 

 Students can also major in two areas within one school (e.g., International Relations & 
Spanish, both in CAS). 

 BU offer’s combined degree programs with the School of Education and the College of Arts 
& Sciences. Students can apply into this as incoming freshman.  

 
What academic services are available? 
BU’s Yawkey Center for Student Services at 100 Bay State Road houses the Writing Center, 
Center for Career Development, Educational Resource Center, Pre-Professional Advising Office, 
and CAS Advising. Academic advising is also provided within each of BU’s Schools and Colleges.  
 
Who will be teaching me? 
All classes at BU are taught by professors, with the exception of freshman writing seminars, which 
may be taught by professors and instructors across many academic disciplines. Large lectures are 
supplemented with small discussion sections, typically led by teaching assistants and grad 
students, but all new academic material would be coming directly from a professor. 
 
Are there required classes that all BU students have to take? 
BU has an innovative University-wide general education program called the BU Hub. Students in all 
10 undergraduate schools and colleges will complete the program.  
 The curriculum is interdisciplinary and prepares students to lead in an interconnected 

world.  
 The Hub emphasizes flexibility. Rather than checking off boxes on a menu of courses, 

students will build their own pathway based on their interests to explore disciplines across 
all of BU’s schools and colleges. This means they can fulfill general education 
requirements with courses in and/or outside of their major (and minor). 

 Students have access to academic advisors within their school or college for course 
selection and guidance on fulfilling required Hub units across six broad areas. 

http://www.bu.edu/khc


 
 

 Hub courses are designed to teach essential 21st century skill sets, such as diversity, civic, 
and global citizenship; digital communication; innovation; and more.  

 Students also will engage in co-curricular Hub experiences outside the classroom as part 
of the program. The Hub’s signature feature, the BU Cross-College Challenge, offers an 
opportunity to work with a team of students and faculty drawn from across our different 
schools and colleges. 

 The Hub extends throughout all four years of undergraduate study, not just through 
freshman and sophomore years.  

 If students would like more information, they can visit bu.edu/hub. 
 
I am interested in studying abroad. What options would I have at BU? 
We offer over 100 programs in 35 cities in 25 countries on 6 continents. Every year, students from 
Boston University and over 150 other colleges and universities nationwide enjoy the opportunity to 
study language, liberal arts, fine arts, science, business, engineering, or pursue an internship. 
Many students find they are able to study abroad more than once during their undergraduate 
career. For a complete list of programs, students can visit the Study Abroad website at 
bu.edu/abroad. 
 
 
 
 
What type of housing is available at Boston University? 
BU has a residential campus, and we guarantee housing for four years. 75% of undergraduates 
live on campus. Accommodations on campus include dormitory-style, apartment-style, large 
residences, and small brownstones. The specialty community residence program offers a broad 
range of floors and houses in which students with similar interests live, study, and socialize. 
Specialty housing provides unique living environments for students who enjoy sharing intellectual, 
cultural, and social affinities. 
 
I know BU is in the city. Is there a real campus? 
This is where your personal BU experience can really come in! Explain that while BU is very much 
in the city, it also has a very strong sense of community, fostered through student groups and 
organizations and residence life. Encourage students to come for a campus tour and information 
session to see it firsthand. 
 
What are athletics like at BU? 
 Boston University is a Division I school with regard to Varsity athletics. We have 24 Varsity 

sports, 14 women’s and 10 men’s teams. BU recently joined the Patriot League.  
 BU has more than 40 club sports and 15 intramural sports.  
 Our Fitness & Recreation Center is a popular hub on campus for athletic life, and offers more 

than 400 credit and non-credit courses (everything from yoga to ballroom dancing, fencing to 
jujitsu). 

 Everything sports-related can be found at goterriers.com.  
 
Is there Greek life? 
Yes. While we do not offer the traditional Greek housing system, we do have numerous Greek 
organizations, and about 20% of BU students are involved. 
 
What types of community service programs are available? 
The BU Community Service Center (CSC) sponsors 13 student-run volunteer programs. It also 
runs the First-Year Student Outreach Project (FYSOP), which allows incoming freshman to come 
to campus one week before classes begin to complete service projects around the city of Boston. 
Recently, BU students completed over 1 million hours of community service! The most popular 
program is Alternative Service Break, where students travel all over the country to complete service 
projects over spring break. 

STUDENT LIFE 

http://www.bu.edu/hub
http://www.bu.edu/abroad
http://www.goterriers.com/
http://www.bu.edu/csc


 
 

 
Is campus safe? 
First, emphasize that Boston University is an inclusive and welcoming community with a residential 
campus in a safe area within Boston. Additionally, BU has taken every precaution to ensure the 
safety and security of our students. We have a fully-deputized police department which patrols 
campus 24/7. We also have over 100 “blue light” emergency call boxes on campus. All residence 
halls have 24-hour security guards and require BU ID cards for entrance. In addition, BU has a “BU 
Alert” system, whereby every member of the BU community is notified upon the confirmation of a 
significant emergency or dangerous situation on campus. 
 
Can I have my car on campus in my freshman year? 
In a word, yes. However, we strongly discourage students from bringing cars, as parking is limited 
and parking permits are expensive. We have the benefit of being right on the Green Line of 
Boston’s “T,” the city’s main mode of public transportation. Most students get around on foot, or 
they use the BU Shuttle (BUS, for short), which is free. Students are also eligible for a discounted 
MBTA pass to use the T or the bus system in Boston. Cars are often much more of a hassle than 
they are worth! 
 
What do students do on the weekends? 
Many students will stay on campus since there is always something to do – sporting events, 
performances, programming at one of our on-campus venues like BU Central or the Agganis Arena, or 
just hanging out with friends in the dorm. However, a big part of going to school in Boston is utilizing 
the city. Boston has wonderful museums, theaters, concert venues, and restaurants. Plus, because 
there are so many college students in Boston, there are tons of student discounts. 
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