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Welcome to BU London



Europe

Location

Your location in Perspective

your location in perspective

United Kingdom

London

London Population: 8.2 million as of the last census taken 
(2011)

Heathrow

BU London

Buckingham Palace



Location

the basics



Location

the basics



Location

the basics



Location

the basics



15 minute walk between each building
10 minute walk to a tube
10 minute walk to Hyde Park

40 minute walk to Piccadilly Circus
35 minute walk to Buckingham Palace

Location

where you are

where you are

alk between each building
40 minute walk to Piccadil

20 minute walk to the King’s Road
25 minute walk to Portobello Market
25 minute walk Harvey Nichols and 
Harrods



Housing

the basics



Location

Welcome to BU London

Boston University British Programmes: 43 Harrington Gardens
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Academic Affairs

Classes

classes

Do not book trips until you have received your timetable in London!



Academic Affairs

Attendance

attendance

Attendance at all classes and 
other academic meetings is 
MANDATORY
Students failing to attend risk 
their final grades being 
lowered.
Students may apply to the 
Academic Director for 
exceptional leave ONLY in the 
case of an emergency.

Do not book trips until you have 
received your timetable in 
London!



Academic Affairs

placements

placements



Step 2
You supply us with an e-mail 
address and suitable picture to 
ensure that you receive your 
password.
The spec. will format your 
picture for your London ID, your  
online profile & Oyster card

Pre-Departure Process

Welcome to BU London

the steps



Pre-Departure Process

Welcome to BU London

the steps

Step 5

Order a mobile phone so that it 
is waiting for you when you 
arrive.
Essential for staying in touch by 
voice or text with friends across 
the world, Europe or the UK.
Emergency Security



Pre-arrivals Process

Welcome to BU London

London by oyster

With Oyster Without Oyster

One-way
tube fare £2.20

The Student Oyster card gives you a third off all weekly 
and monthly travel cards for the Tube and bus in London.  
The scheme will save you a great deal of money. The 
card displayed here, is the student ID card, but once 
purchased your ID card will enable you to buy a weekly 
or monthly Travel card at a student discount rate. Please 
note, summer students are not eligible for the 
Student Oyster card scheme, as the summer 
program is less than 14 weeks.

There are two kinds of Oyster card: pay-as-you-go and 
the weekly or monthly Travel card.

Pay-as-you-go: useful if you do not use the Tube daily. 
This type of Oyster card, which has set rates (see chart) 
and can be topped up either online or at the tube 
station. 
Travel card: better for the daily trips during the internship 
period. You should trade in your pay-as-you-go card and 
then buy a Travel card (with your student discount).

£4.50

Bus Fare £1.35 £2.30
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Welcome to BU London



Travel Arrivals

traveling across the Atlantic

travelling across the Atlantic

Before you leave don t forget to 
check with your airline, baggage 

requirements



From the airport to your housing: 
Directions will be accessible via your 
Personal page. 

Print them off and take with you for 
the taxi driver

Travel Arrivals

travelling across London

travelling across London

housing: 
le via your 

h you for 

g



The Practicalities

banking

banking

major UK 
banks are: 3 United States of America

Inform your bank that you will be living abroad, and 
ensure your card/account bank allows for international
transfers.
Ask your bank for a Chip and PIN Card for easier 
safer transactions.

It is best to keep $1,000 - $2,000 in a debit account back 
home and use this to withdraw cash from.

Parents can deposit cash into here or you can transfer it 
from your savings online.



The Practicalities

currency

currency

$1 = .60p
$10 = £6.01
$100 = £60.10

Current exchange rate: 0.60



Clubs entrance $16.00 – $33.00

Laundry Dry Cleaning Shirt $10.00 - $15.00

Pint of Beer $5.80 - $8.00

Starbucks Caffe Latte $3.70

Shoes (Men's Loafers) $80

Simple Restaurant Meal $16 - $ 33

Zone One Travel Card
One Month (bus, tube, DLR)

$141

Cinema / Movies $13 - $16.00

The rumours you have heard are 
quite true - London is an expensive 
city!

The Practicalities

cost of living

cost of living



Welcome to BU London

basic IT + phone info

Bring a (wireless enabled) 
laptop if you have one. 
Extend the guarantee of your 
laptop to ensure you have 
maintenance abroad.
(i.e. apple care, etc.)
Bring a security cable for 
your laptop
Bring an external HD 
Bring a UK adaptor Kit

Arrange for your parents to call 
you in your flat.  Incoming calls 
are free in your flat and on your 
mobile. Use the orange plan if you 
are going to call home or you can 
use Skype or Viber

Buy a mobile
phone:
(Orange) through 

the Personal Page or

arrange for a UK SIM

We recommend the following:

To keep in touch:

The Practicalities

Welcome to BU Londoncomputing and communicating



Prepare yourself physically:
Comfortable, smart clothes

If you use any prescription medication, bring
enough for the semester

Bring a semester s supply of cheap US things 
(batteries, shoes, seasonal clothing, etc.) 
Toiletries, etc. can be purchased in UK

Bath towel  - small to save luggage space
Bed linen provided 
Buy supplies cheaply at Argos.co.uk

DO NOT bring a hairdryer, hair straightener or 
curling iron: they blow up.  Purchase cheap UK 

equivalent at Argos

The Practicalities

preparation & packing

preparation & packing

bring

ingss 
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think you know Britain?



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this person?

Daniel Craig
Shaken not stirred



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise these people?

One Direction
Boy Band - Top selling pop band in the US

"Take Me Home," sold more than 500,000 copies in its first week in stores in the
U.S. Nielsen SoundScan



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this person?

Sir Jonathan Ive
Head Designer at Apple



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this person?

Vivien Westwood
Designer



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this!

The Mini
Born in the 60s



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this person?

Steve McQueen 
12 Years A Slave



The Practicalities

think you know Britain?

recognise this person?

Ed Westwick
Gossip Girl 



The Practicalities

preparation

There s a range of differences between America 
and Britain, Politics, Humour, National obsessions 
and even street culture. In order to get the best 
out of British culture and interact successfully you 
need to try:

Radio & Podcasts
Radio 4; News, talk radio, plays
Radio 5 live; Sports & Political discussion
Radio 1 Pop indie music, youth discussion
LBC; London centric news & events with music
KISS FM; Clubbing music, youth talk 

www.bbc.co.uk

etween America 
tional obsessions 
to get the best 
successfully you 

discussion
discussion
ents with music
h talk

www.bbc.co.uk



Prepare yourself mentally:
Talk to students who have been abroad

The Practicalities

preparation

Reading Material
Broad-sheets 
Times & Guardian; balanced 
high brow view. 

Tabloids
Mirror & Sun; celebrities & 
national obsessions

Magazines
ID, NME; Youth, music, fashion
Private Eye; Politics and Satire
Loaded; Men's magazine



The Practicalities
The Queen
Lock Stock & Two Smoking Barrels
Slumdog Millionaire 
Hot Fuzz
Bend it Like Beckham



The Practicalities

London newsletter

For those of you who like to 
get to know the scene through 
a bit of telly, make sure to 
check out Made in Chelsea (a 
posh reality show about the 
young and the rich living in 
your very own neighborhood) 
and An Idiot Abroad (a 
hilariously done travel show 
from the comic genius Ricky 
Gervais!



Student Affairs social programme

social programme

Take advantage of the Social Programme to 
get to know London and the rest of the UK!

Receive weekly student newsletter with 
updates on BU London Activities, Cultural 
events, Student Life in London Messages

Musicals & Theatre /  Sporting Events /  Day Trips / 
Opera / Wales Adventure Weekend /  Art Exhibitions...



Student Affairs social programme

summer - social programme

Royal Ascot
Royal Ascot’s opening day gets off 
to an impressive start with no less 

than three Group 1 races – the 
most prestigious races in the world:

The Queen Anne Stakes, The 
King’s Stand Stakes, the first 
British leg of the Global Sprint 

Challenge; and The St James’s 
Palace Stakes, the feature race of 

the day.

As the first day of Royal Ascot, the 
atmosphere is always one of 

excitement and anticipation. The 
racecourse and grounds look 

magnificent; ideal surroundings for 
the first Royal Procession that 

signals the opening of the Royal 
Meeting. After the last race, 
racegoers can celebrate their 
winnings by joining in with the 
traditional singing around the 

Bandstand.



Student Affairs social programme

summer - social programme

The world of tennis descends on 
Wimbledon in South West London every 

summer for two weeks of tennis, 
strawberries and cream, and good-natured 

queuing.

Wimbledon is one of four annual Grand 
Slam tennis tournaments held around the 
world. It's the world's longest-running and 

most prestigious tennis tournament. 
Games are still played on the original 

playing surface, grass, and there's a strict 
white-only dress code for players.



Student Affairs social programme

summer & autumn - social programme

Buckingham Palace

Buckingham Palace has served as the 
official London residence of Britain's 
sovereigns since 1837 and today is the 
administrative headquarters of the 
Monarch.

Although in use for the many official 
events and receptions held by The 
Queen, the State Rooms at Buckingham 
Palace are open to visitors every year.



Student Affairs social programme

fall - social programme

58th Annual London Film Festival
A film festival you won’t want to miss while 

you’re in London.

Red carpets, star sightings, galas and even 
the first chance to view the best films of the 
year. And absolute must-see for BU London 

Fall 2014!



Student Affairs weekly blog

London newsletter

www.timeout.co.uk/london



Academic programme takes precedence 
over personal travel and visitors
The BU Code of Conduct applies overseas

-Drinking: you are of legal age, but you are 

expected to handle alcohol responsibly

- Drugs: we have a zero tolerance policy

- Communal Living: you are responsible to 

others in your flat and share the cleaning 

and rubbish removal rota, etc.

You are required to show respect to your 

roommates, faculty and staff

Student Affairs

student conduct

student conduct



C) You cannot connect to the wireless network

Identify the CRISIS from the list below:

A) The Social Programme has sold out of 
your production choice

B) You are involved in a car accident in 
mainland Europe and break your pelvis  

D) You think you have less clothes storage than the 
person in the next room

Crisis what crisis?

crisis? what crisis?

THE CORRECT ANSWER IS B!The staff is here to 
help, but keep in mind what is a crisis and what is 
merely an inconvenience.

Student Affairs



How you’ll feel how will it affect me?

how will it affect me?



How to deal get the best experience!

how will it affect me?



How you ll feel

Welcome to BU London

top 10 words of wisdom



How you ll feel

Welcome to BU London

top 10 words of wisdom pt2



Take our quiz?

Welcome to BU London

4th Prize: Two Theatre tickets for any play on the Social programme

5th Prize: Two daytrip tickets of your choice

6th Prize: Afternoon tea for two at Kensington Palace Orangery

PRE DEPARTURE ORIENTATION QUIZ QUESTIONS

1. Which country are Wills, Kate and Prince George currently 
touring?

2. Which 3 teams will England play against in the Brazil World 
Cup first round?

3. What sparked off the London Riots in 2011?

4. Name the last country that joined the EU

5. Which American Actor is the the Artistic Director for the Old 
Vic?

QUIZ PRIZES 
1st Prize: Adventure Weekend in Wales 

2nd Prize: Dinner at the top of the Shard 

3rd Prize: 50.00 Social Programme bundle of tickets of your choice 


