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 Fourth-Year Chinese  
(LC 411 and 412) 

 
Boston University Shanghai Center  

Spring 2011 
 

Class times: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wenke lou/��� , Room 1004 

 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
 Fourth-Year Chinese (LC 411/412) is a Chinese reading course for advanced students.  It 
introduces students to different genres of literature such as short stories, novels, essays, movies, and plays.  
These varieties of literary forms not only represent new literary themes and linguistic expressions but also 
reflect the processes of modernization, commercialization, and urbanization that are transforming China.  
Therefore, this course will significantly improve students’ level of written Chinese with an expansion of 
vocabulary and grammar knowledge, while simultaneously enhancing students’ understanding of Chinese 
society and contemporary culture.   
 In addition to reading skills, students will have ample opportunities to further develop and 
improve their oral, listening, and written skills by means of extensive discussion, class presentations, film 
appreciation, and written assignments.  Students will learn how to organize and present their thoughts 
coherently, thus attaining a level of discourse in which they can communicate accurately and effectively in 
Chinese. 
 
Objectives: 
 
1.  Students will learn to express their thoughts and reflect on the content of the readings in Chinese. 
2.  Students will be able to communicate their intentions accurately and effectively in writing. 
3.  Students will learn to read original materials in Chinese at a coherent and extensive discourse level.  
4.  Students will acquire knowledge on a wide range of topics in Chinese. 
 
Course Materials: 
 
The instructor has selected the course readings and will distribute them to you.  You will require a good 
dictionary for the course.  You may borrow a dictionary from the BU Center library or purchase one or 
several on your own. 
 
Basis for Grading: 
 
Your performance for the course will be assessed as follows: 
 
Participation    10%   
Oral presentations 10%  
Quizzes   20%   
Essays   20% 
Midterm      20% 
Final       20% 
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Course Requirements: 
 
(1)   There will be frequent quizzes, usually at the end of each lesson.  There will also be a midterm and 
final examination for LC 411 and for LC 412. 
 
(2)   There will be three composition assignments per course, i.e., three for 411 and three for 412.  The 
specific requirements for each composition will be handed out in class.  
 
(3)  Each student will be responsible for two oral presentations, i.e., two for 411 and two for 412, on 
selected research topics.  A list of topics will be distributed to the class and you will select two and carry 
out the research necessary for a presentation on the topic.   The presentations must: 
 - be in Chinese, 
 - based on your own research, and 
 - show creative or analytical thought. 
 
(4) You are expected to read and understand the assigned materials before attending class so that you are 
able during class time to discuss the assigned material. 
  
(5)   You are expected to complete homework assignments on time.  Late homework will receive a reduced 
grade. 
 
(6)   Students are expected to arrive for class on time and to actively participate in discussion. 
 
(7) Please keep in mind that attendance is very important to your success in this course. DO NOT skip any 
class unless it is a medical or legal emergency that you can document.  Absences will seriously jeopardize 
your participation/attendance grade and thus your overall course grade.  
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Weekly Shedule for Second Half of the Semester (LC 412) 
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