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Course Objectives

This course aims to examine some of the most important and controversial issues in contemporary
politics. It will focus on the origins of these issues and will analyse the diverse methodological and
theoretical positions taken in explaining and understanding them. It will also draw on empirical
illustration of the various issues from the international terrain. Furthermore, it will inform you of the
main agents and actors involved in contemporary events and we will discuss the range of possible
futures.

The choice of topics is somewhat eclectic but it is designed to discuss issues of contemporary
importance. Despite the diversity of topics, the course is designed to enable you to achieve a critical
understanding of different approaches to the study of politics and ethics together with knowledge of,
and sensitivity to, the complexity and diversity of politics in different societies. In some cases there
will be talks by specialist guest lecturers. The main approach to teaching will combine political and
ethical theories with contemporary empirical illustration.

On successful completion of the course you should be able to demonstrate a good knowledge and
understanding of some of the vocabulary of politics and the languages of political debate and
confrontation. You should be able to analyse critically a range of theories, concepts, and methods
employed in the discipline and evidence judged by these perspectives. You should, in addition, be able
to engage in an informed assessment and criticism of these positions. Above all, you should be able to
adopt an independent, critical and reflective approach to some important political and moral issues
confronting contemporary societies.



Topics Covered

February 21st
February 28"
March 7%
March 14™
March 21*
March 28™
April 4™
April 11™
April 18"

April 21*

Assessment

Justifying War: Recent and Current Conflict.

The Nature of Terrorism and Dealing with It.

Northern Ireland: From Terrorism to Peace? (Dr Paul Cousins)
Immigration and the Multiculturalism Debate

Generation Jihad? Muslim Youth in Britain (Guest Speaker).
Fascism, Nazism and the Extreme Right Today

Secrecy and Security in Britain (Dr. Paul Cousins)

Economic Crises of Capitalism 1929 and Now: Markets and Ethics.
The Politics of Ethical Controversies: 2

 Contingency class date: Wednesday April 20™. Students are obliged to
keep this date free to attend class should any class dates need to be
rescheduled.

Final Examination: Two Hours. Exam times and locations will be posted on
the BU London website and in the student newsletter two weeks before.

1. A 1500-2000-word paper counting 50% of the final grade. The paper can be handed in at the
final examination (April 21*) or earlier if you so choose. The paper needs to be firmly based in
the extensive academic literature available in the library and credit will be given for
illustration, where relevant, from contemporary events as illustrated in media coverage during
your study in London. Please reference all sources and run the title of your paper by me.

2. A two hour final examination counting 50% of the final grade. You are required to answer two
questions from a wide choice of topics. Please do not answer a question on the same topic as

for your paper.

Poor attendance without a valid reason will result in a pro-rata reduction of the final grade.

Methodology

There will be lectures and specialist talks by expert guest lecturers and a theatre trip. You will be
encouraged to participate in interactive discussions during lectures. In most lectures detailed handouts
will be distributed so that more time can be devoted to listening and discussing and less to writing.

Grading

Please refer to the Academic Handbook for detailed grading criteria, attendance requirements and
policies on plagiarism:
http://www.bu-london.co.uk/files/imagess/ ACADEMICHANDBOOKSP11.pdf




Required Reading

Given the eclectic nature of the course there is no prescribed text. However, you are required to read
in some depth from the recommended reading list. The B.U. library carries copies, and in some cases
multiple copies, of all texts listed. In addition, you are encouraged to seek out and purchase new and
up-to-date works that you may come across, following guidance from your lecturers. You are all
expected to be on top of current events and you really must purchase and read a “serious” British
newspaper and/or weekly magazine from which you should keep a folder of cuttings, where
relevant, on all the topics covered in the course. Please bear in mind that web-sites, whilst informative,
are no substitute for sustained arguments found in academic books. It may be that you have covered
some of this material previously and students have been known to submit old papers. This is called
auto-plagiarism. You are expected not to do this. One measure of you working appropriately will be
the references you use.
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Good luck, TJS February 2011
Nec te fugiat nobilis certamen equorum.



